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Primary contributors to the Pell Payment Project from Program Analysis, led by Dottie Kingsley, are Amanda Wingo, Joseph Willey and Howard Bell. The goal of the research project is to drive a reduction in the amount of over-awards Pell Grant program.
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Attention Web Users:


Will reduce high-risk status of FSA programs (President’s Management Agenda and ED Strategic Goal 6.4)


Will reduce erroneous payments to students, ensure aid is targeted to the neediest students, and increase public confidence in the integrity of Pell Grant Program (President’s Management Agenda and ED Strategic Goal 6.4)
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The outcome of the research will be program recommendations to improve the verification process and service delivery to reduce error. The project consists of both quantitative and qualitative analysis. It envisions the ability to suggest improvements in the Pell system with impacts being seen over a multi-year time span.











Fast Facts


Did You Know That…





NPSAS is a large, nationally representative sample of institutions and students.











 It provides a highly efficient and cost-effective way of identifying a nationally representative sample.














NPSAS samples contain data on other student subpopulations of particular interest to policymakers. 








NPSAS provides baseline data for a longitudinal study of these subpopulations.  
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NPSAS is the National Post-Secondary Student Aid Survey. The design for the NPSAS sample involves selecting a nationally representative sample of postsecondary education institutions and students within those institutions. 


To be eligible for inclusion in the institutional sample, an institution must have satisfied the following conditions:


Offered an education program designed for persons who have completed secondary education; 


 Offered an academic, occupational, or vocational program of study lasting 3 months or longer


 Offered access to the general public


 Offered more than just correspondence courses 


NPSAS data come from multiple sources, including institutional records, government databases, and student telephone interviews. Detailed data concerning participation in student financial aid programs are extracted from institutional records. Data pertaining to family circumstances, background demographic data, educational and work experiences and expectations were collected from students using a computer-assisted telephone interview. 
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       PAD analysts used the NPSAS database to answer an ad hoc query from a newspaper reporter the average student loan debt upon graduation. 
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Student loan default aversion techniques have helped shield guarantors from loan defaults.  But these technologies may not be enough to protect against the storm ahead.


There are concerns that there will be a downward trend in the national cohort default rate in part because of the poor economy.


A solution may be the use of a “perverse incentive” a phrase used to describe the practice of paying guarantors more for collecting defaulted loans than for averting defaults.


It may be more appropriate to do everything possible to prevent defaults from occurring than attempting to collect defaulted loans.


Great Lakes Higher Education Corporation affirms that over two years, they saved the government $200 million in default reinsurance claims.


The Great Lakes pilot served as a model for the creation of a voluntary flexible agreement (VFA) experiment enacted in the 1998 reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.


Opinions vary concerning improvements for student loan debt.  Some solutions is providing borrowers with insight on consolidating their loans.


Link to Complete Report: http://www.greentreegazette.com/recent.html
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Affordability is a key element of college opportunity, and education and training beyond high school have become the gateway to the middle class in America


The gap between high-and low-income Americans has widened, even among those who are prepared academically for college.


Over the last two decades, the cost of attending two-and four-year public and private colleges has grown more rapidly than inflation, and faster than family income.


While need-based student financial aid has lost ground to tuition increases, programs for students without demonstrated financial need have proliferated.


As state appropriations for higher education were increasing per student, even as enrollment grows, the proportion of state budgets devoted to higher education declined nationally.


State policies, not just a state’s wealth, make a difference in the affordability of higher education.


Link to Complete Report: http://www.highereducation.org/reports/losing_ground/ar.shtml
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