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ED.GOV Redesign Eyes FSA Code

The ED.GOV redesign team has expressed interest in using FSA’s Reusable Common Services (RCS) in the redesigned ED.GOV site.  They could save at least $750k by using FSA’s code. The RCS are a common set of Java services that most applications can easily take advantage of rather than build on their own.  The Integrated Technical Architecture (ITA) team is sharing the necessary documentation and code with ED.GOV redesign technical team.  The ED.GOV team is interested in using many of our services including:

· Headlines, Calendar, Personalization and common ways to generate e-mail messages from applications; 

· Standard methods of producing objects when parameters are passed; 

· Guidelines for identifying/responding to exceptions and unusual/unexpected application error conditions; 

· Code that simplifies, standardizes, and improves the use of the Autonomy search engine including suggesting additional search results.

Students.gov Modernizes Into FSA’s Integrated Technical Architecture at the VDC

After more than a year of planning and hard work, Students.gov will become a part of FSA’s Integrated Technical Architecture (ITA) on April 2nd.  The last year was truly a team effort and a valuable learning experience for all involved - Lynda Folwick and her students.gov team, Keith Wilson and his Virtual Data Center team, and operating partners PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), Computer Services Corporation (CSC), and Accenture.

Students.gov joins a suite of projects including FAFSA and IFAP,  that exist in the ITA environment.  The conversion brings the advantages of better system stability, more capacity, and up-to-date software and hardware to the site, which was developed three years ago in a now-outdated version of Cold Fusion software.  Lessons learned continue to pave the way for the migration of other existing FSA systems.  Moving to the ITA allows us to continue to get the word out about the services that FSA provides.

CIO Technology Handbook gets a Facelift

How many times have you wondered where to go to find an authoritative of technology, processes, templates, standards, information architecture and operational procedures and products supported by FSA CIO? You can stop wondering because it can be found in the CIO Technology Handbook (TH).  The TH has been restructured in a logical format making it a usable tool suitable for all audiences.  We responded to your inquiries to provide a single source of technology information within FSA CIO.  It is the solid foundation for the development of an SFA IT knowledge base for use by SFA, its partners, customers and the community at large.  We hope that you will make use of this powerful tool as you plan for your projects, keeping in mind the standards and infrastructure in place at FSA.  If you have questions, suggestions or contributions to the Technology Handbook please contact bill.bush@ed.gov 202.377.3562.  
