CIO Top Stories

Week ending July 19, 2002

FSA Represented in the Department by…You

A cross-cutting group called the IMWG (Information Management Working Group) is getting renewed attention from Department leadership, and FSA is expanding its IMWG role with your help.  The IMWG wants to maximize the benefits of Department data.

Six committees make up the actual work of the IMWG.  FSA has at least one person assigned to each subcommittee.   Here are the subcommittee chairs, and the FSA representative (there are additional Department people in each subcommittee):

· Data Dictionary -


Marian Banfield, OIIA, Ch.

Kathryn Pirnia, FSA CIO

· Consolidation of Data Collection - 
Hugh Walkup, ODS, Ch.







Jeanne Saunders, FSA Students

· Information Dissemination -

Kathy Ellis, OGC, Ch.







Lisa Cain, FSA Communications

· Database Quality Certification - 
Stephen Fletcher, OM, Ch.







James Greene, FSA CIO

· Records Management - 

Sue Betka, OERI, Ch.







David Elliott, FSA CIO

· Enterprise Architecture  -

Harry Feely, FSA, Chair

Denise Hill, FSA CIO

If you want to know more about the details of any subcommittee, contact Harry Feely (3777)or the FSA subcommittee designee.  This is an evolving Departmental activity, and it is important that we participate actively in managing our future.

Security Training…you mean, More?!
Yep, Deputy Secretary Hansen sent a memo outlining security courses for staff members that must be complete by December 31.  The list of FSA personnel wasn’t totally accurate.  We’re asking you to vet the list – individuals in each security function.  Please send updates to Bob Clayton by Friday, July 18.  Then, we’ll let you know how these security courses can be taken at your desk !!  (see handout.)

Other GISRA Activities

Security, Security, Security !!   FSA has received a number of risk assessments; they are being reviewed to determine the cost and timeframe required to remedy vulnerabilities. These “security action plans” will feed into the annual security report to OMB in September.  This is translates into a lot of activity by FSA and its contractors to get the plans finished during the period of July 29-August 15 (30 days after complete material is provided to FSA).  This means we’ve already started, and may ask some of you for help.  

FSA is completing other security documents to support the Department.  These include an annual self-assessment questionnaire, a Critical Infrastructure Protection questionnaire and updates to the System Inventory Worksheet.  We appreciate your continued support for these initiatives!!
