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THE WEEK AHEAD

OMB e-Loans:  SFA is working on an interagency team to develop a government-wide e-Loans business case.   The team will meet with ED CIO and OMB this week to obtain feedback concerning the results of OMB’s review.  Contact: Harry Feely 202-377-3777.

KEY NEWS

SFA Campus Card:  On January 1, the SFA Campus Card was expanded to include Metro Smartcard benefits to SFA staff.  This means SFA employees can carry one card rather than two.  Metro fare benefits can be downloaded onto the SFA Campus Card.  This eliminates the need for employees to wait in line each quarter for paper fare cards (and then convert the paper cards into Metro Smartcard benefits at the Metro station).  Contact: Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA):  FAFSA is accessed by the Internet and is the first step to determine eligibility for financial aid.  An enhanced version of FAFSA was successfully released to the public on January 1, which is the first day a student can file the application for the 2002-2003 award year.  Contact:  Steve Allison 202--377-3536.

Students.gov Website:  Students.gov is a public website that helps each student obtain information tailored to their specific interest.  

· In December, Students.gov implemented a subscription service to highlight the features of students.gov called “InforSource”.  As of December 27, 438 people subscribed and successfully received the first edition.  The subscriptions are associated with GSA’s FirstGov website, which includes eight other cross-agency portal mailing lists.   

· Students.gov received 61,622 visits in December 2001 (up 20% from December 2000).  To help make this happen, Students.gov links to 690 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% government; 32% educational or organizational; 16% commercial)  

· 2001 Website Usage Summary:  Students.gov received 747,780 site visits in 2001 – an average of more than 2,000 visits a day and 19% more than in 2000.  Also, during 2001, the students.gov team responded 1,723 e-mails received from site visitors.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514

eCampus-Based: eCampus-Based are block grants given by the Department to Post Secondary Schools for distribution to students with special circumstances.  These grants are intended for distribution at the schools’ discretion.  The new internet product will reduce the time it takes schools to provide aid and reduce the workload required by the school staff to support.  SFA completed the next phase of the new service which is Component Integration Testing.  We expect to work on Independent Verification & Validation (IV&V) next.   Contact:  Denise Merchant 202-377-3522 

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Nothing to report 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3578, with any questions about this weekly report.

