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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Nothing to report

KEY ISSUES

Virtual Data Center (VDC): FSA CIO and the VDC staff conducted the quarterly on-site visit to the VDC and reviewed the performance, facility, and staffing of the VDC.  The visit was conducted January 23rd at the Newark, Delaware facility.  Contact:  Jerry Schubert, 202-377-3505.

Waveset Product Presentation:  FSA Deputy CIO and CIO staff attended a presentation on January 23rd in ROB by Waveset Technologies, Inc. on their Waveset Lighthouse product to assess its potential use by the Department.  Waveset Lighthouse provides a comprehensive identity management solution that securely creates, provisions, and manages a unified identity across an extended enterprise. The assessment was at the request of Secretary Paige with ED’s CIO as lead.  Contact: Harry Feely at 202-377-3777.

EDUCAUSE Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference:  FSA CIO Director for Enterprise IT Management presented at the EDUCAUSE Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference on January 17th in Baltimore, MD.  The topic of his presentation was “A Vision for Real-Time Financial Aid Application and Award.”  Contact: Ganesh Reddy at 202-377-3557
Data Warehouse Update:  The contract supporting the future operations of the data marts is being used as a model for the development of performance metrics. However, the award has been delayed pending a decision to move two of the three Data Marts (Credit Management Data Mart and Delinquent Loan Data Mart) to its Common Borrower Services Contracts.  This could indicate a step backwards in centralization and a move away from Enterprise Architecture.  If this occurs, only the Financial Partners Data Mart will be moved to the new Operation and Maintenance pool of contractors.  Contact: Ganesh Reddy at 202-377-3557
E-Gov/eLoans:  On January 21, Charlie Coleman met with Bill Leidinger and discussed next steps to obtain funding and staffing commitments to support the project.  Leidinger plans to meet with Deputy Secretary Bill Hansen and discuss funding for all the E-Gov initiatives.  Also on January 21, we met with the partner agency leads to continue project planning and preparations to move forward.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507

Post-Implementation Review (PIR) Process Guide:The E-Commerce Quality Assurance team completed review and acceptance of the Post-Implementation Review (PIR) Process Description document that will be implemented in FSA.  The PIR Process Description establishes guidelines and common procedures that define the objectives, activities and documentation required to perform a Post-Implementation Review on systems deployed.  Implementation of this program will meet Clinger-Cohen and OMB Capital Programming Guide requirements to review Information Technology (IT) investments and ensure they are functioning effectively as well as satisfying customer's needs.  

 

Two Pilot PIR efforts have been completed and we are working on two new ones, eCampus Based and COD.  We plan to kick-off two additional PIR efforts each month thru April 2003.  Our process and procedures are being coordinated with ED OCIO and Booz-Allen Hamilton (contract staff) to insure all ED objectives are met.  ED OCIO is considering adopting our guide for Department-wide use.  Contact:  Mike Rockis, 202-377-3540 

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Enterprise Architecture - OMB Briefing:  FSA will participate with other Department Principal Offices in a presentation to OMB concerning the Department’s Enterprise Architecture approach.  The presentation will answer specific questions from OMB and address concerns with FSA integration and collaboration with the rest of the Department in the Enterprise and Data Architecture areas.  The briefing is scheduled for January 30.   Contact: Harry Feely at 202-377-3777
CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or comments, please contact Marguerite Roland at (202) 377-3544. 

