MEMORANDUM
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DATE: 
January 28, 2004

THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report
KEY NEWS  

E-Gov/eAuthentication:  Discussions between ED/Office of the General Counsel (OGC) and FSA Students/Policy/CIO representatives have produced a draft amendment to the current Computer Matching Agreement in effect between ED and the Social Security Administration (SSA).  The amendment will support the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) desire to use the FSA PIN as an electronic identity credential for electronic signatures in some of their student loan programs.  This step is instrumental to advance an E-Gov eAuthentication principal of inter-agency cooperation to share electronic identity credentials.  This could be the first example of this kind of cooperation.  Education has discussed this with SSA, HHS, and the government-wide eAuthentication team to obtain general agreement among partner agencies.  Discussions with SSA/OGC are expected within a week.  Final ratification of the amendment is expected around the end of March.  Contact:  Neil Sattler, 202-377-3512 or Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

E-Gov/eAuthentication:  CIO Application Development Group coordinated with the Students Channel, and the GSA e-Authentication team to finalize a “Credential Assessment Process” for the FSA PIN.  This process will be conducted next week and it will determine the level of assurance or ranking of the FSA PIN.  In general terms, the PIN and password credential are ranked at the lowest level (Level 1 in OMB’s framework).  The FSA PIN and its “knowledge based authentication” process is expected to be ranked at a higher level (Level 2).  Contact:  Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or additional information, please contact Marguerite Roland on 202-377-3544.

