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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to Report

KEY NEWS

Coalition of Higher Education Assistance Organizations (COHEAO) 

A COHEAO conference was held in Arlington, Virginia the week of January 28.  The 135 participants included business officers, higher education association and finance executives of colleges and universities.  Steve Hawald gave a presentation on Emerging Technology and reported on continued progress in the area of integration, the adoption of information technology standards and participation in the government-wide e-Loans project.  Contact Steve Hawald:  202-377-3502.

Continuity of Operations Plans (COOP):   SFA CIO will participate in the Department’s COOP Steering Committee's Tabletop exercise on January 31.  The exercise will simulate an emergency situation to raise awareness of the roles and responsibilities during a crisis and develop requirements for ED COOP Steering committee to address as part of creating a comprehensive plan for the Department.   Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777.

Electronic Signatures for Perkins Notes:  On January 29, workgroups were formed with schools, third party services and other national associations.  The team will develop action plans and solutions to accelerate the use of electronic signatures in the Perkins Loan process.  Contact: Neil Sattler 202-377-3513.

Single Sign-On:  On Wednesday, January 30, 2002, the Single Sign-On Integrated Product Team (IPT) finalized a Project Plan, questionnaire and Performance Measure that will be followed as the IPT begins requirements gathering across all SFA business and enterprise channels.  SFA is working with effectively with ED CIO to ensure a cohesive enterprise-wide concept.  This IPT was established to determine business and technical requirements for a "single sign-on" capability for SFA that would enable customer access to Title IV systems with one logon identification rather than a separate sign-on for each system.   Contact:  Neil Sattler 202-377-3513.
National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS):  NSLDS held a kick off meeting for enhancements to cohort default rates, on January 29.  This task order will provide Default Management team tools for overseeing cohort default rates and will provide Direct Loans with the loan level detail needed to analyze their rates.  Contact:  Pam Eliadis  202-377-3554.

Virtual Data Center (VDC):  Computer Science Corporation is meeting with each business channel over the next few weeks to provide an overview of VDC services and review the FY ’02 budget.  Business owners have requested a summary that outlines monthly and yearly costs, services, and quantities.  Contact: Yolanda Brooks 202-377-3594.

Union Center Plaza (UCP) Lobby Monitor: The lobby monitor for the UCP building is completely setup at the vendor’s facility in Leesburg.  The monitor will be installed in UCP after the electrical work is approved and installed.  SFA CIO is working to find an appropriate solution to enable presentations to be created once and used on the lobby monitor without making additional changes.  Contact:  Yolanda Brooks  202-377-3594. 

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council:  SFA CIO Steve Hawald is to speak at the Council’s next Extensible Mark-up Language (XML) Standards Steering Committee meeting February 25-26 at the University of Miami.  Hawald is to address SFA XML standards as they relate to postsecondary education.  The Council is comprised of schools and third-party software vendors that develop software for the administration of student aid.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3502.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3578, with any questions about this weekly report.

