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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Department Enterprise Architecture: The Enterprise Architecture (EA) working group reviewed the requirements for the EA CASETOOL.  The team is moving toward final selection of available packages.  The week of February 10 we anticipate demos of current software packages from leading candidates.  We expect to make a final selection of the product over the next two weeks.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777 or Barry Stone 202-401-7510 or Denise Hill 202-377-3030

Department Investment Review Process:  The Office of Management, ED OCIO and FSA met on February 5 to discuss improvements and streamlining the Department’s Investment Review Process.  Final evaluation of the proposed changes is being made by the 3 organizations.  We anticipate meeting on February 11 to solidify the proposal.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777 or Ralph Strenglien 202-205-2477  

E-Gov/eLoans: On February 4, the team met with partner agency leads to continue project planning and preparations to move forward.  Also, on February 4, we met with the Department of Labor to clarify roles and responsibilities to develop and implement the eLoans Gateway as a sub-site of GovBenefits.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507
Students.gov Website Usage:  
Monthly:  Another new record!  Students.gov received 129,383 visits in January 2003 (over 3.3 million total hits) -- up 33% from January 2002, and up 43% from last month’s level.  In January, visitors spent an average of 10 minutes on the site, and looked at 8 pages while they were there.  Five and a half percent of those visitors were from international locations.  

Links:  GSA's eStrategy site features students.gov as a "Link of Interest" -- one of a select group of e-gov sites to be singled out.  Students.gov embodies the customer-centered, e-gov principles of the President's Management Agenda in an existing, increasingly successful site.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Nothing to report

CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or comments, please contact Marguerite Roland at (202) 377-3544. 

CIO INTERNAL INFORMATION

Enterprise Release, Change, Configuration, and Life Cycle Management (CIO 15)
Neil Sattler 202-377-3513


On February 4, project outline, scope and funding discussions occurred at the Decision Support Group (DSG) meeting. This initiative requires a lot of collaboration with FSA's business owners and coordination with other initiatives to ensure that there is no duplication of effort. Feedback and scope clarification comments were received and will be incorporated into the February 11th DSG meeting presentation.  This initiative has tentative plans to be presented at the next Investment Planning Council (IPC), which is currently scheduled for February 12. 
Data Architecture Team






Kathryn Pirnia 202-377-3558
No new activities reported

The Data Warehouse Team  






James Greene 202-377-3560
No new activities reported

Security and Privacy Team






Andy Boots 202-377-3559
In response to a recent set of communications from the Office of General Counsel Privacy Act attorneys, Andy Boots convened a January 29 meeting of business units which communicate directly with applicants/borrowers about the topic of communicating personal information via email.  Recently, soliders on duty in the Middle East have requested more email interaction with FSA, since neither telephone nor postal communication is convenient or reliable.  It is apparent that each FSA business process uses a different technique.  The Security & Privacy Team is now collecting information about these different methods, in order to facilitate a follow-up meeting to rationalize the FSA approach to this important issue.

On January 29, Andy Boots participated in a meeting of the OMB-chartered Information Technology Review Board, including answering questions about the draft guidance document for agency heads and program managers on security and privacy risk management.

The monthly meeting of the FSA security and privacy community met on January 29.  In addition to discussing the latest GISRA/FISMA deadlines within the Department, the new configuration management plan guidelines, and Governmentwide developments, Monica Glee, the new FSA Personnel Security Officer talked about ways to make sure contractor background investigation paperwork was handled properly.

On January 30, Andy Boots talked to Steve Hunt and Michael Rasmussen, Giga's security team, about FSA's pursuit of a useful framework for a "security architecture."  Giga has expressed interest in participating in an FSA workshop to develop such a framework.

Enterprise Application Integration  




Ganesh Reddy 202-377-3557
No new activities reported

Integrated Technical Architecture




Ganesh Reddy 202-377-3557
No new activities reported

Enterprise Architecture





Denise Hill 202-377-3030
 
Data Quality - ED/OCIO's contractor delivered the Phase 1 Data Quality Assessment Report for the NSLDS database on February 5th.  I am scheduling a meeting with the Jim Lair (ED/OCIO contractor) and the NSLDS project manager to review the report and discuss next steps.   The report includes recommendations for including the NSLDS database in the, more detailed, Phase II assessment process.  The Data Quality testing was performed against an extract of NSLDS database used for testing.
                                                                                                                   
CIO 1.B - As of late February 4, Richard Lucas (CFO) is still awaiting notification that Bill Hansen has approved this item.  The Statement of Work has been in with the Contracts office last week for review.
 

FSA 25 -  The IPC gave final funding approval on February 5th.  I will ask CFO to add the item to the Bill Hansen review list.  The Statement of Work has been in with the Contracts office last week for review.
