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THE WEEK AHEAD

Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council:  SFA CIO Steve Hawald is to speak at the Council’s next Extensible Mark-up Language (XML) Standards Steering Committee meeting February 25-26 at the University of Miami.  Hawald is to address SFA XML standards as they relate to postsecondary education.  The Council is comprised of schools and third-party software vendors that develop software for the administration of student aid.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3502.
Electronic Signatures:  On February 25 / 26, representatives from CIO/Innovations will meet with Penn State University Financial Aid and Systems areas to discuss opportunities to accelerate the use of electronic signatures into the Perkins Loan Program. Penn State has a working model that they are planning to implement for this fall’s academic year. Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
Single Sign-On:  On March 1, representatives of CIO and the Modernization Partner will visit to DuPont in Delaware to review their single sign-on solution.  The site visit will assist in determining requirements for a single sign-on capability that would enable SFA customers to access Title IV systems with one identification rather than a separate sign-on identification for each system. Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
KEY NEWS

Government Information Security Reform Act (GISRA):  The Department of Education formed a GISRA Tiger Team to bring the agency into compliance with GISRA. The current focus is specifically risk assessments.  SFA CIO representatives were appointed to the Team for a 90-day detail starting February 25.  Contact:  Mary Haldane 202-377-4324.
Southeast Region’s Annual Conference of School Financial Aid Administrators (SASFAA):  On February 18, IT Services National Student Loan Data Systems (NSLDS)’s personnel traveled to Louisville and presented two back-to-back sessions at SASFAA.  The sessions covered key information concerning the new transfer student monitoring process that removes the need for paper financial aid transcripts and the new enrollment tracking tools made available to schools on the web site in January 2002.  The sessions were given “all 5’s” by nearly all attendees, and hallway conversions with school representatives provided NSLDS with much appreciated positive feedback.   Contact:  Lynn Alexander 202-377-3546 

Revised IT Services Daily Reports: The daily operations report produced by IT Services was revamped for simplicity and clarity.  The new report was distributed in an improved format on Tuesday, February 19.  The use of color is maximized to ensure effectiveness.  The report will be delivered by 9 A.M. each day.  Contact:   Lin Sheffield   202-377-3582 
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ON THE HORIZON

Nothing to report

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

