MEMORANDUM

TO:
Terri Shaw

FROM:  
Jerry Schubert 

RE:
FSA CIO

DATE: 
March 13, 2003

THE WEEK AHEAD

GAO Briefing – Enterprise Architecture:  On March 17, FSA CIO and ED CIO will jointly brief GAO on the Department’s Enterprise Architecture (EA).  The objective is to demonstrate integration through a common architecture across the Department.  We will show our progress and communicate key aspects of the Department’s future direction.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777
KEY NEWS

Federal Government Crisis Preparedness:  FSA CIO is responding to the Department-wide effort to ensure preparedness for a Level One or level Two crisis.  We have identified critical services FSA will continue to provide customers during the 30 days immediately following a crisis.  This effort included identification of essential functions and critical information on normal day-to-day operations such as an annual program operations cycle.   This information is due to the Department Friday, March 14.  Contact:  Jerry Schubert, 202-377-3009

Federal CIO Council Components Subcommittee:  On March 13, Harry Feely attended an all day working session for the Components Subcommittee.  Representatives from agencies across the government were in attendance.  The discussion included the definition of requirements and a process for the government wide tool selection.  The work Education has completed in this area is on target with the approach discussed in the Federal Components subcommittee.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777.
GovBenefits: 

FSA is the Department sponsor for e-gov project, GovBenefits,.  Department of Labor is the managing government agency.  FSA is working with a number of organizations across the Department of Education to verify specific program information for inclusion in the GovBenefits website.  The goal for GovBenefits is to have all Federal Agency programs included on the site by its one-year anniversary, April 29.  Education is working closely with Department of Labor as well as many Department organizations to meet the objective.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777 

FSA is also working with Department of Labor to incorporate comments into the gateway Memo of Understanding (MOU) to support GovBenefits.  Labor plans to share the draft MOU with senior leadership this week.  Bids for the Statement of Work (SOW) for project management support are due Friday, March 14.  A contractor should be on board April 1.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Karen Hyrkas, 202-377-3518

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

Students.gov Interagency Website: 

Enhancements: FSA will implement some minor, but important usability and navigational changes by mid- to late-March 2003 based on design recommendations.  The enhancements include minor re-architecting to accommodate the increase in visitors over the last year.   Implementation will be completed 2-3 weeks later than planned.  The delay is due to a two-week moratorium on new changes at the VDC (due to peak FAFSA processing season) and additional testing of the students.gov changes.  

On March 10, the team met with Don Barrett of ED's Office of Assistive Technology to test the revised site's for Section 508 compliance.  He gave the site an "A+" rating!  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514

CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or additional information, please contact Marguerite Roland at 202-377-3544.

