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THE WEEK AHEAD

GovBenefits:  The public launch of the first eGov "Quicksilver II" project is scheduled for April 29.  The project is GovBenefits.  Education is one of ten agencies that contributed to this initiative.  OMB has communicated aggressively to the press (50 reporters are expected to attend) and to Congress concerning the project.   Deputy Secretary Hansen, Bill Leidinger, Steve Fletcher, Craig Luigart, Candy Kane, Steve Hawald, Harry Feely, Charlie Coleman, Dan Klock and Marguerite Roland plan to attend the public launch.
KEY NEWS

Common Origination and Disbursement:  Common Origination and Disbursement (COD) will integrate FSA systems that originate and disburse Title IV financial aid.  FSA CIO is leading the user Acceptance Testing for COD and continues to monitor security issues and document testing results. The COD System will be using the EAI architecture to communicate with other FSA systems.  The Production Readiness review for release 1.0 was held on April 25, 2002 and the system was approved.  The implementation is planned for April 29, 2002.  Contact:  Denise Merchant 202-377-3523.

FSA Solution Life Cycle (SLC) Training Scheduled: Solution Life Cycle training is held on a monthly basis as a series of skill exchanges through the career zone. The first course was presented on Tuesday, April 23rd with 17 students. The SLC describes processes for acquiring and maintaining IT solutions.  It can be found in the FSA CIO technology handbook on the intranet.  More information will be coming soon from the Career Zone on future sessions.  Contact Lana Gourdine 202-377-3355

Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC):  CSC has announced new senior leadership and new team members to support FSA.  They are completing its transformation into a performance-based contract and expanding the staff to provide improved support.  They plan to build strong relationships with all partners and focus on quality service delivery.   Contact:  Dave Moore, 202-377-3572. 

Single Sign-On: The Integrated Product Team (IPT) will finalize detailed cost/benefit and evaluation results for the top two selected vendors for a Single Sign-On service.  This information will be the basis for a business case that will be presented to FSA management next month.  Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
Analysis Program Development Divison (PDD) Program Guidance Document Search:  The Program Development Division (PDD) Program Guidance Doc Search application is scheduled to be hosted at the VDC and will be available via the Intranet on May 17, 2002.  This application will provide a searchable historical repository of ED's policy-related guidance for FSA programs. Most of the documents in the database are private letters or Regional questions and answers that have previously been unavailable to non PDD employees. Only PDD staff members can view the text of confidential documents. This application will improve efficiency and productivity and allow easy access via the Intranet to policy-related information that is currently not available electronically.  A comprehensive briefing will be given to FSA Sr. Leadership on May 1, 2002.  Contact Wanda Broadus and Anthony Jones 202-377-3539

Government Information Security Reform Act (GISRA):  The security team continues to work with the business units to address Plans of Actions and Milestones (POA&M) that will be reported to OMB by the Department on May 3rd.   FSA has 16 actions due for completion before the reporting date. Of these, all are completed with the exception of one being worked by MDE staff.   Contact: Bob Ingwalson, 202-377-3563.

National  Student Loan Data System (NSLDS):  American Student Assistance (ASA) successfully transmitted an electronic file to the National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS).  ASA was one of four guarantors nationwide to participate in a U.S. Department of Education (ED) pilot to test submitting NSLDS data electronically.  The NSLDS database provides Title IV loan data throughout the entire loan life cycle, from origination through repayment.  Electronic NSLDS submissions will streamline the data reporting process for all FFELP participants, resulting in more timely and accurate records for students and our trading partners.   Contact: Lynn Alexander, NSLDS 202.377.3546

eLoans: On April 24, 2002, Charlie Coleman met with Bill Leidinger and Stephen Fletcher (ED/OM) to discuss the current status of the eLoans initiative.  On April 25, 2002, Charlie Coleman and Jonathon Womer (OMB Portfolio Manager for eLoans) met with Yvette Dennis, former chair of the Federal Credit Policy Working Group.  On April 26, 2002, Innovations is scheduled to meet with OMB’s Loans Team to discuss current loan programs and impact/potential for eLoans.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955
FSA Enterprise Portal Rollout (Phase I):  The portals team has completed development and testing of both the Financial Partners and Students Portals. The Deployment of the Financial Partners Portal is on schedule for April 30, 2002, and the Students Portal will follow a week later on May 7, 2002. The Production Readiness Review for both portals has been scheduled for 4/26/02. Contact Steve Allison 202-377-3536.
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Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

