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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

National Student Loan Data System II:  

An overview briefing to the Office of Management and Budget as well as ED’s Budget Services office will be held on Friday, June 7.  The objective of the meeting is to ensure the direction of NSLDS II is consistent with the expectations of the stakeholders and major customers.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777
Common Origination and Disbursement (Release II):

Common Origination and Disbursement (COD) has integrated FSA systems that originate and disburse Title IV financial aid.  COD Release 1.1 brings PLUS loan processing functionality to the users and was placed into Production on June 3rd.  Contact:  Denise Merchant 202-377-3523

OMB e-Gov/eLoans
On June 5, CIO and OMB reviewed suggested changes to a survey that will be distributed to partner agencies to validate loan program data provided in the original business case and gather new information.  A meeting is scheduled with Bill Hansen and Mark Forman on June 17, 2002 to discuss the eLoans project scope and timeline.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507
Electronic Signature: 

On June 3, an update of electronic signature initiatives within FSA was delivered to the Education Finance Council Special Conference on Technology.  The conference was held in Washington, DC.  Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
Smart Cards

On May 31, CIO prepared a response to an OMB request for ED’s current and planned use of smart cards.  The request originated from the President’s Critical Infrastructure’s Protection Board’s Committee on Executive Branch Information Systems Security.  We reported that FSA uses federal smart card IDs for both building access and transit benefits.  There have been 1,344 cards issued to both its employees and contractors.  Contact: Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507 

Single Sign-On: 

FSA’s Investment review Board (IRB) will review the Single Sign-On initiative for approval on Wednesday, June 20, 2002.  This business case identifies an enterprise-wide single sign-on solution, reasons for the selection, and solution costs and benefits. Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
Enterprise Configuration Management: 

The second phase of the FSA CIO Enterprise Configuration Management piloting of Rational ClearQuest begun with the Kickoff meeting on June 3 for the CPS and the FAFSA projects.  The pilot will log, manage and track Change Requests submitted to the VDC over the next nine weeks.  Upon successful completion, the Rational ClearQuest tool will become the Enterprise Configuration Management standard for managing all VDC change request from Modernization Partner and Operating Partner initiatives.  Contact: Cheryl Queen 202-377-3526
Students.gov Website Usage:  

· Monthly:  Students.gov received 95,432 visits in May 2002 (up 9% from last month, and up 78% from May 2001).  May visits went up dramatically because of an AOL promotion that featured students.gov as a prominent link.  

· Weekly:  The site logged 16,204 visits during the week of May 26 to June 1, 2002.  

· Links:  Students.gov now links to 722 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% government; 33% educational or organizational; 15% commercial or other sites).  
NSLDS Customer Care Center:

The Customer Care Center continues to receive praise from financial aid administrators.  Randall L. McCready, Ph.D.,Director Office of Scholarships and Financial Aid, University of Wisconsin-Parkside, said "I deeply appreciate that you have taken this on as part of your responsibilities.  To resolve these issues are difficult at best and it is much better to have this centralized than to expect each institution to know how to work through the maze in order to get their student's NSLDS record corrected.  Once again, thanks for the improved service!”.   Contact: Lynn Alexander, 202-377-3546

Security:

FSA CIO and ED CIO are working together to develop consensus for language of the new Draft ED IT Security Policy Document.  This agreement will enable FSA to remove its non-concurrence to the policy. Contact: Bob Clayton, 202-377-3561.

The monthly assessment meeting with system security officers was held on May 30.  We discussed the creation of a review team for the draft FSA IT Security Policy and risk assessment reports.  Contact: Bob Clayton, 202-377-3561.
FSA Electronic Records Management Pilot: 

Phase 2 of the Electronic Records Management (ERM) Pilot will begin with a kickoff meeting on June 13, 2002.  The IPT will focus on developing the requirements and design of the Enterprise ERM repository.  Contact: Cheryl Queen 202-377-3526

Enterprise Application Integration (EAI): 

The EAI team conducted InterSystem Testing for the implementation of COD Release 1.1.  The testing began Thursday, May 30, 2002 and completed Monday, June 3, 2002.  These new interfaces support the PLUS loan functionality which a new feature of Release 1.1.  Contact: Ganesh Reddy, 202-377-3557.

CIO Interns

CIO welcomes its summer interns … Jeremy Wechsler, Kyle Smits, Ken Cutrell, Mike Salwin and Brian Vincent.  The interns will provide support to students.gov, the eLoans initiative, single sign on, CIO administration and much more.  Contact: Vicki Bowen, 202-377-3516
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report
PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Gartner Conference: Steve Hawald will attend the Gartner Conference in Los Angeles, June 17 through 19.  Gartner, a premier IT consulting/think tank group, is in the forefront of the IT industry in areas relating to security, e-authentication (digital signatures) and IT architecture.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3505.

Business Week CIO Summit:  Steve Hawald will attend the Business Week CIO Summit on June 20 and 21 in Boston, Massachusetts.  The Summit’s theme is IT readiness and security.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3505.

eGov 2002:  Steve Hawald will attend the eGov 2002 Conference, June 24 through 27 at the Ronald W. Reagan International Trade Center, Washington, D.C.   Hawald will join Student Channel General Manager, Jennifer Douglas in a session devoted to FSA IT Innovations that benefit students and the delivery of student aid.  Contact:  Steve Hawald, 202-377-3505.
FSA Solution Life Cycle (SLC) Training Scheduled: 

Analysis has begun to web-enable the solution life cycle Checklist.  The Checklist is an outline of products and outcomes identified for each phase of the SLC.  It will provide users with samples and job aids to support the implementation of their projects.  Contact: Lana Gourdine 202-377-3535

CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or additional information, please contact Nicole Boone on 202-377-3505.
