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THE WEEK AHEAD

Students.gov Outreach: On July 8th, GSA’s Office of Intergovernmental Solutions electronic newsletter will publish an article about the success of students.gov and its customer-centered approach to students and families. Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
KEY NEWS

Electronic Signature:  First ever eSigned eNote for student aid was completed on 6/29/01 for a FFEL student. The first DL Originated eSigned eNote and the first DL Consolidation loan was completed 7/2/01. Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-205-4348
Students.gov Exhibit: Innovations exhibited students.gov at the NECC conference June 25-27, alongside FAFSA on the Web and six other ED offices.  During the conference, we talked with professionals who work every day with our primary customers -- students planning for college and their families. Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
Students.gov Website Usage:  Students.gov website received 50,535 visits in June 2001 (a slight decrease of 1% below June 2000 and 5% below last month), and 11,718 visits last week (6/24-6/30).  The students.gov team added 4 new links to the web site, which now links to 653 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% government; 30% educational or organizational; 18% commercial or other sites).  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

Students.gov Interagency Website: 

· Conversion: Conversion of students.gov to SFA architecture standards is complete, and the team is currently working with the VDC to determine their requirements and cost to implement the converted site.  Cost estimates from the VDC for implementing and operating the converted site were received recently, and were so high that implementing the conversion may be impractical.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
· Evaluation: The team is planning for another round of student and parent focus groups/usability sessions to be conducted in July or August. Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
· Interagency Projects:  Students.gov is beginning work with Seniors.gov, GSA, OMB, and other interagency portal representatives on an interagency project to create a “portal-builder” tool available to all federal agencies. We plan to fund the project with interagency funds awarded to Access America by the former GITS Board and now controlled by the CIO E-Gov council. The proposal was presented to OMB and FirstGov recently, and discussed at the FirstGov Cross-Agency Portals Meeting on June 20th.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955
SFA Campus Card:  Partnering with SFA/CFO Administration and Chief Operating Officer’s office to deliver an SFA employee smart card platform for the new Union Center Plaza building.  Innovations is providing an evaluation of property management applications, coordination of badge design, advisory services, communications planning, and coordination with ED/OM and DOT on Smart Benefits. Contact: Tina Pemberton, 202-205-3135

SFA E-Commerce Strategy & Product Branding:  Working with COO, GMs, Communications Director and other strategic partners to develop a vision for streamlining and integrating electronic products at SFA while promoting them under a single name ‘brand’ with common look and feel.  Contact: Adam Essex, 202-260-8963
CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-708-7701, with any questions about this weekly report.

