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THE WEEK AHEAD

Java in Administration-Special Interest Group (JA-SIG) Conference
SFA CIO is supporting an independent organization designed to increase the flow of information between educational institutions and companies involved in the development of administrative applications using current technology.  The organization, JA-SIG, is holding a conference from July 22 - July 24 and Steve Hawald will share SFA’s experience modernizing financial aid delivery systems.

KEY NEWS

IT Standards and Polices

The Business Case for Consistent Data includes further development of architecture standards. The initiative was presented and approved at the IRB meeting on July 12.  The completion date is the end of first quarter, Fiscal Year 2002.
Interagency Projects:  Students.gov is beginning work with Seniors.gov, GSA, OMB, and other interagency portal representatives on an interagency project to create a “portal-builder” tool available to all federal agencies. The project will be funded with interagency funds awarded to Access America by the former GITS Board and now controlled by the CIO E-Gov council. The proposal was presented to OMB and FirstGov recently, and will be discussed at the FirstGov Cross-Agency Portals Meeting on July 18th.  
Electronic Signature:  

Changes to the Standards For Electronic Signatures in Electronic Student Loan Transactions regarding sending the identity credential (PIN) via other secure methods was shared with the FFEL community on 7/17/01.

Studentjobs.gov Article: The Washington Post published an article on 7/13/01 on studentjobs.gov, a web site developed in partnership between SFA and the Office of Personnel Management.  Studentjobs is a one-stop electronic shop for postsecondary students interested in working for the Federal government.

Students.gov Outreach:  An Inventory of Federal e-Government Initiatives published by the Office of Intergovernmental Solutions, Office of Government wide Policy, GSA, in cooperation with the Federal CIO Council, stated the following: 

“The Department of Education reported 40 e-gov initiatives that support all the customer groups. . . Of the 40 initiatives reported by Education, FirstGov for Students or students.gov is reported as one initiative that is transforming government.  Students.gov is a student gateway to information and services from the U.S. government.  On-line government information and services are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Students.gov brings together all kinds of information and services that students and their families need.  It is one place to find web-based services from government agencies and organizations.
Students.gov Website Usage:  Students.gov website received 13,609 visits last week (July 8 –July 14).  The students.gov team added 5 new links to the web site, which now links to 659 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% government; 30% educational or organizational; 18% commercial or other sites). 

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

SFA Software Developers Conference

SFA is sponsoring a conference designed specifically for technical personnel that develop their own software to support educational institutions. The conference is supported by the channels and will be held August 9 and 10 in Arlington, Virginia.  Steve Hawald will deliver the opening remarks.

SFA Campus Card:  SFA/CFO Administration and Chief Operating Officer’s office are partnering to deliver an SFA employee smart card platform for the new Union Center Plaza building.  Innovations is providing an evaluation of property management applications, badging assistance, advisory services, communications planning, and coordination with ED/OM and DOT on Smart Card Benefits. 
CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or additional information, please contact Nicole Boone at 202-708-7701.

