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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Electronic Signature:  

· Kay Jacks and Innovations spoke at the COHEAO Summer Meeting in Denver, CO on August 6, 2001. Topics were a highlight of the electronic signature (eSign) status within student aid, an update on the Standards, the partnership arrangement with NCS on the Student Authentication Network (STAN), and possible Perkins opportunities. Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955
· For the month of July 2001, the Student Authentication Network (STAN) received almost 40,000 electronic authentication requests. Of this amount, DL Consolidations were about 18,000; DL Originations were about 21,000; and FFEL were about 500. Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-205-4348
Students.gov Website Usage:  Students.gov website received 61,162 visits in July 2001 (an increase of 10% from July 2000 and 21% more than last month), and 14,432 visits last week (7/29–8/4).  The students.gov team added 2 new links to the web site, which now links to 663 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% government; 30% educational or organizational; 18% commercial or other sites).  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
Studentjobs.gov: Studentjobs.gov, a cross-agency web site developed in partnership with OPM, is illustrated as a Featured Subject on the FirstGov.gov home page through August 17. Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

TIV WAN  Conference Support  Contact: Yolanda Brooks  202-708-7926
· NASFAA was a success.  The SFA booth was delivered to the hotel without problems.  SFA provided giveaways of nominal value to customers who visited the booth.  Some giveaways were donated by Accenture and NCS Pearson.  The SFA to the Internet brochure was also distributed from the booth.  

· Support for the Electronic Access conferences in Fall 2001 is being planned.  SFA to the Internet session will be offered at each EAC as a general session.  This migration affects all of our Title IV electronic customers.  The Easy Access and EDconnect Internet release will be offered in the PC lab.  WAN will also offer a session on Mainframe connectivity.

· Space has been secured in Reno, NV for the Software Developers conference in November. 

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

Students.gov Interagency Website: 

· Evaluation: Students.gov is planning another round of student and parent focus groups/usability sessions to be conducted in September. Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
· Interagency Projects:  Students.gov is working with an interagency group on a proposal to create a “portal-builder” tool available to all federal agencies, funded with interagency funds awarded to us by the former GITS Board and now controlled by the CIO E-Gov council.  We may work in conjunction with the new Disabilitydirect site (the New Freedom Road initiative) to leverage technology they’ve purchased for their site. Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955
SFA Campus Card:  We are partnering with SFA/CFO Administration and Chief Operating Officer’s office to deliver an SFA employee smart card platform for the new Union Center Plaza building.  CIO Innovations is providing an evaluation of property management applications, badging assistance, advisory services, communications planning, and coordination with ED/OM and DOT on Smart Benefits. Contact: Tina Pemberton, 202-205-3135

VDC contract transformation:  The contract proposal from CSC has been received for the VDC contract transformation.  The proposal is currently under review by the SFA Acquisitions team.  We anticipate that the transformed contract will be awarded prior to the end of September. Beginning the week of August 13th, the VDC team will be scheduling reviews with each business unit and their operating partners to review this revised way of ordering computing and networking services.  Contact: Phil Wynn,  202-260-0080

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-708-7701, with any questions about this weekly report.

