MEMORANDUM 

TO:
Greg Woods

FROM:  
Steve Hawald

RE:
Weekly Report

DATE: 
August 16, 2001
THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report.

KEY NEWS

Software Developers Conference – The conference was held on August 9 and August 10 at the Arlington Hilton.  It was extremely successful and well attended.  There were 200 attendees which included participation from the FFELP community, schools, Guaranty Agencies, as well as large universities. It was over a 100% increase in attendance over past conference with our open door commitment for the community!

The Life of the FFELP Loan - CIO sponsored a one-day workshop on "The Life of the FFELP Loan" with presenters and materials from the American Student Assistance (ASA), our MA GA on August 7th in Washington.  The session gave a better understanding of the FFELP Loan Product and Processes of the lenders and Guaranty Agencies.  It was well received with over 50 attendees which included participation from the business units.  

Students.gov Interagency Website:  

On August 8, Students.gov and Seniors.gov were awarded $500,000 by the e-Gov Committee of the CIO Council.  The Seniors.gov project will receive $220,000 for the development of a geographic service locator through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between GSA and the Social Security Administration.  The Students.gov project will receive $280,000 for the work of an interagency group on the development of a portal content-builder tool available to all federal agencies (through a MOU between SFA and GSA).

Approval from ODS was received on August 14 to print 800,000 students.gov brochures.  

Studentjobs.gov: Studentjobs.gov, a cross-agency web site developed in partnership with OPM, is illustrated as a Featured Subject on the FirstGov.gov home page through August 17.

Electronic Signature:  

An update will be given to the SFA Management Council concerning the status of e-Signature project cost benefit study and other documentation on August 17.

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Technology Road Show – CIO, CSC and Accenture will participate in meetings with technology vendors that support SFA modernization effort.  The meetings will be held in Palo Alto, California and the purpose is to understand the strategic direction of the vendors.  This will enable modernization projects to take the direction of the vendors into consideration as systems are designed.  Vendor participants include:  SUN, Hewlett Packard, IBM, CISCO and potentially Infomatica.  

Students.gov Interagency Website: 

Students.gov is planning student and parent focus groups and usability sessions.  They will be conducted in September. 

On August 16, Innovations is meeting with program and technical staff from the new Disability direct web portal (the New Freedom Road initiative) to explore how to leverage their technology to achieve the goals.

SFA Campus Card: 

Innovations continues to provide analysis and advisory assistance to the project team. SFA was  given the go ahead by ED OM on August 9 to roll out SmartBenefits on the SFA Campus Card.  Innovations has coordinated with SFA CFO, ED OM, WMATA and the Department of Transportation concerning the timeline and action items necessary to meet this objective.  Innovations is also coordinating final badge design and required approval for design with SFA CFO and ED OM. Smart card stock and reader delivery is on schedule for new building.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or additional information, please contact Nicole Boone on 202-708-7701.

