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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Software Developers Conference:  On August 8th and 9th, Steve Hawald and other members of FSA CIO attended on of the largest Software Developers Conference in the past several years.  The attendance was close to 150 when usual attendance is only between 70-100.  When the representatives from Datatel. Peoplesoft, and STC were asked why FSA CIO, they gave two reasons:  1.  FSA has turned around its technology with better communications to them in the last two years and 2.  We are engaging them with changes as well as listening to them.  Contact:  Steve Hawald, 202-377-3505
Single Sign-On: The Investment Review Board has made a decision to delay the Vendor Selection and Implementation phase of the Single Sign On initiative until the FY03 timeframe. Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
OMB e-Gov/eLoans: An eLoans meeting with key private sector associations in federal loan industries was held on Wednesday, August 14.  The meeting provided an opportunity for the partner agencies (ED, VA, HUD, SBA and USDA) to discuss their current vision for scoping eLoans with business partner representatives.  The meeting also gauged private sector partner interest in working with the eLoan team to scope the project and help present a recommendation to political leadership and OMB in September 2002.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507
Students.gov Interagency Website:  InfoSource:  As of Monday, August 12, 6,247 people have subscribed to Students.gov “InfoSource”, a subscription service that highlights the features of students.gov.  Subscriptions to InfoSource are routed through a common subscription service associated with GSA’s FirstGov website, which now includes 25 other cross-agency portal newsletters.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
Students.gov Website Usage:  
· Weekly:  The site logged 23,952 visits during the week of August 4 to August 10, 2002.  
· Links:  Students.gov now links to 783 government and non-government student-focused websites.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
The Security and Policy Team (S&P): On August 8 and 9, Andy Boots participated in the Higher Education "PKI Summit" sponsored by EDUCAUSE and funded by the National Science Foundation.  This annual event brings together the foremost theorists and practitioners from the Internet2 project, from the Directory Services Forum, and from schools with practical experience in deploying Public Key Infrastructure to support campus networks, university hospitals, and other applications.  Mr. Boots shared FSA experiences in moving paper applications to the Internet and explored ways in which campus-based systems for credentials could be used to authenticate financial aid officials to FSA applications. Contact Bob: Clayton, 202-377-3561

NSLDS II:  The cross-functional reporting group will begin meeting on 8/15/02 to start assessing the new data warehouse's capabilities for meeting cross-functional reporting requirements. Additionally, the team has been provided ship dates for hardware (8/23/02) and software (8/19/02) both of which are on track for providing the necessary environment to begin development work on 10/1/02. Contact: Mike Fillinich, 202- 377-3056

 . 

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

The Security and Policy Team (S&P): By Friday, August 9, the final FSA risk assessment remediation and non-concurrence documents had been reviewed for quality control and forwarded to ED CIO.  On Thursday, August 8, the S&P Team and mod partners provided a workshop on IT Security in the Solutions Life Cycle for FSA SSOs. Contact Bob Clayton, 202-377-3561
PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report
GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Students.gov Interagency Website: Online Survey:  Students.gov is in the process of selecting Silber and Associates, a small business that specializes in customer surveys and satisfaction analyses, to develop an online survey for students.gov (subject to Budget Office approval).  We hope to determine how visitors are using the site, their satisfaction with the site, and whether they are students, counselors, librarians, teachers, etc.  We hope to begin work on the survey on August 19.  Contact:  Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514

FSA CIO and EDUCAUSE:  On Monday, September 30, 2002, the U.S. Department of Education’s Federal Student Aid {FSA} Office of the Chief Information Officer {CIO} will host its second open-source FSA/CIO Technology Update Session.  We expect about 150 information technology executives to attend.  This one-day Session will be held at the Omni Hotel at CNN Center in Atlanta, Georgia, and will be held in partnership with EDUCAUSE, a nonprofit association that promotes the sue of information technology in higher education.  The EDUCAUSE 2002 Annual Conference will be held October 1-4, 2002 at the Georgia World Congress Center, in Atlanta.  Our Keynote Speaker is Dr. James B. Thomas, Dean of Penn State’s School of Information Sciences and Technology.  Dr. Thomas also holds the academic rank of professor of information sciences, technology, and management. Contact: Lois Moore, 202-377-3172
CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

