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KEY NEWS

 The Data Architecture Team: Dialogue is underway to address future strategies and activities related to the consistent data initiative.  Modernization partner, EITM data architects, and Paul Hill from the Schools channel have begun holding meetings to determine future focus/scope and tasks for Phase II of consistent data.  Integral components being considered include revisions to the data integration plan, the data dictionary work being undertaken by the Department, FSA and PESC, as well as efforts needed to address specific data issues like implementing a Routing Identifier  (common school ID) within FSA.  Contact: Kathryn Pirnia, 202-377-3558.

The Security and Policy Team (S&P): The S&P Team worked on the 2003 Budget Business Case, responded to requests for comments on the Department’s Critical Infrastructure Program, and advised systems on aspects of web security. Contact: Bob Clayton, 202-377-3561.

OMB e-Gov/eLoans:  An eLoans meeting with key private sector associations was held on Wednesday, August 14.  The meeting provided an opportunity for the partner agencies (ED, VA, HUD, SBA and USDA) to discuss their current vision for scoping eLoans and to gauge private partner interest in the eLoans initiative.  Private sector partners have been asked to provide any feedback by August 21.  Feedback to date from three associations (Mortgage Bankers Association, Farm Credit Council, and National Association of Development Companies) shows the private sector is supportive of the effort and is interested in the citizen and business partner focus groups (tentatively scheduled for September 4-6). Currently, agency workgroups are being formed to develop “value add” opportunity proposals that will form the basis of the joint eLoans business case (scheduled to be presented to agency senior leadership by September 30, 2002). Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507.
Students.gov Interagency Website:  

· Usage:  The site logged 21,709 visits during the week of August 11 to August 17, 2002.  
· InfoSource:  As of Monday, August 19, 6,416 people have subscribed to Students.gov “InfoSource”, a subscription service that highlights the features of students.gov.  
· Conversion: Conversion of students.gov to FSA architecture standards is underway.  Innovations conducted a second performance test of the new site on Wednesday, August 14, with the assistance of eCAD staff, using the Rational Suite performance testing software.  The test was successful, handling 100 concurrent users easily.  We are working with VDC to schedule a ‘go live’ date with the converted site.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514.
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ON THE HORIZON

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

