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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

NSLDS II

The NSLDS II Reengineering project is ahead of schedule.  The development environment was delivered the last week of August 2002 – 5 weeks ahead of the October 1 deadline!   The first release of NSLDS II is scheduled for September 2003 and will continue to support existing business requirements while establishing a modernized technical platform.  Our partners have helped us select the software and the hardware platform. The detailed design will be complete by October 1 and the team will start coding in October.  Contact: Mike Fillinich, (202) 377-3056

OMB e-Gov/eLoans
Cross-agency workgroups were formed to develop “value add” opportunities to form the basis of the joint eLoans business case.  The workgroups included participants from Veterans Administration, Housing and Urban Development, Small Business Administration, Department of Agriculture and Education.  The business case will be presented to agency senior leadership by September 30, 2002.  Focus groups with agency customers including students, parents, small business owners, homebuyers, veterans, and farmers were successfully held to validate the eLoans vision on September 4-6.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, (202) 549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, (202) 377-3507

Students.gov Website Usage:  
· Weekly:  The site logged 25,741 visits during the week of August 25 to August 31, 2002. 

· Monthly:  A new record!  Students.gov received 105,903 visits in August 2002, up 47% from August 2001 and up 9% from last month!  In August, visitors spent an average of just over 9 minutes on the site, and looked at six or seven pages.  Six percent of those visitors were from international locations.  August, our busiest month ever, reflects the continuing strong upward trend in visits to students.gov.  
· Site Resources:  Students.gov now links to 792 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% gov/mil; 33% edu/org; and 15% com/net).  Contact: Lynda Folwick, (202) 377-3514

Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) phone system: 

FSA/CIO and the Department CIO worked jointly to implement the new standard of the Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) phone system in the Union Center Plaza (UCP) building. The new standard used 6-digit dialing within the building.  Similar standards will be applied to the Kansas City, Atlanta, and San Francisco Regional offices.  Implementation occurred on September 3rd, 2002 and it went smoothly without interruption in services to customers within Union Center Plaza (UCP).  The objective of the new standard is to save costs on long-distance calls among the regions and FSA Headquarters in the future.  Contact: Baha Shehata, SFA/CIO LAN/WAN Mgr, (202) 377-3574 

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report
PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report
GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report
ON THE HORIZON

High Performance Query to be implemented in VDC for NSLDS:
In October, we plan to implement a new version of the current query tool for NSLDS that will enable us to get reports faster!   Information will be available quicker since the response time will be considerably less.  The upgraded tool will save us money since our usage of the computer will decrease per query.  This is one way we are achieving the goal of modernization by providing information quicker, at a reduced cost.  Contact: Mike Fillinich, (202) 377-3056
Students.gov Interagency Website: 

Conversion of students.gov to SFA architecture standards is underway.   Performance testing is planned the weekend of September 7-8.  The site will go live in the production environment on September 12.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, (202) 377-3514

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

