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KEY NEWS

CIO Technology Update Seminar:  FSA CIO is sponsoring a technology day on September 30 in Atlanta Georgia as an outreach program to schools.  The seminar will be held prior to the EDUCAUSE Conference starting October 1 in Atlanta.  The topics will include:  FSA Modernization update, Common Origination and Disbursement, Security (eAuthentication and Digital Certificates) and eGovernment initiatives.  The Dean of Information Sciences and Technology at Pennsylvania State University will deliver the keynote address.  Contact:  Steve Hawald  202-377-3505

OMB e-Gov/eLoans:  The eLoans cross-agency team includes Veterans Administration, Housing and Urban Development, Small Business Administration, Department of Agriculture and Education.  The team is scheduled to present its recommendation for scoping the eLoans initiative to the Agency senior leadership on September 27.  A decision concerning the acceptance or rejection of the proposal is needed.  The cross-agency workgroup is currently developing “value add” opportunity proposals to form the basis of the eLoans recommendation and Business Case.  This information was acquired through focus groups held with citizens over the past week.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507
NSLDS II:  NSLDS II project status will be presented by Mike Fillinich at the National Council of Higher Education Loan Process (NCHELP) Electronic Standards Committee on Tuesday, September 17.  The objective is to give a status of NSLDS II and discuss the impact to the Financial Aid Community.  The standards committee has key technology professionals from guarantee agencies, collection service companies, lenders and other associates concerned with student financial aid.  The meeting is an important milestone to keep the project on track and engage the community.   Contact:  Mike Fillinich  202-377-3056.

Balanced Scorecard:  FSA CIO is developing a balanced scorecard (BSC) to align our CIO strategies to ED and FSA strategies, drive improvement, and measure our progress.  CIO will use the BSC to measure and communicate our progress quarterly.  As background, the CIO office visited the Federal Reserve Board of Cleveland and Accenture to discuss the value of a BSC and gather best in business practices.  CIO's BSC team interviewed CIO key stakeholders to gather goals and objectives that link to CIO, FSA, and ED strategies and developed a draft BSC.  CIO will finalize the BSC by October 2002.  Contact:  Mary Haldane 202-377-4324

Students.gov Website:  The Students.gov team has contracted for minor re-architecting of the website to increase its capacity to accommodate the significant increase in the number of visitors over the last year.  This initiative will prepare the site to handle the increase in visits anticipated as the result of AOL’s interest in promoting students.gov on the AOL Government Guide site. 

The students.gov website is being converted to FSA architecture standards.  The application is undergoing final performance testing.  The project will be completed and implemented by September 20.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

