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THE WEEK AHEAD

New York City Regional Office – Departmental Offices and SFA are working as a cohesive unit to get New York City employees operational.  There are 37 SFA employees in NYC and each will receive a new laptop, cell phone and combination laser printer/fax/scanner/copier for their home Flexiplace office that has been tested for compatibility on EDLAN.  The requirement was met by purchasing 8 laptops and taking possession of 30 laptops ordered by OCR but not distributed, cell phones were supplied by ED CIO and combination equipment was ordered.  This approach assures everyone will have equipment needed to work from home since information concerning each employee’s home equipment requirements is difficult to determine under the circumstance.  This is consistent with the scheduled PC upgrade cycle that would have occurred in the region over the next couple of months.  Each employee will need to secure a telecommunication vehicle and we will work with employees to support the requirement for connection.  The equipment will be delivered to New York in the next few days.  A team of Department staff will conduct half-day sessions to set up the computers and train employees.  Equipment not required by employees in New York will be brought back to Washington for distribution to fill outstanding requirements for equipment.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-257-3052
KEY NEWS

Students.gov Interagency Website:  Due to the moratorium, EdPubs now has back orders for more than 528,000 students.gov brochures.  However, on 8/6, Jeff Andrade approved our request for a waiver of the moratorium to reprint the brochure, and on 8/14, we received approval to reprint 800,000 copies.  Contact Lynda Folwick: 202-260-4087

Enterprise Application Integration - The Enterprise Application Integration (EAI) infrastructure is currently in place. Ten adapter to application systems have been installed.  In November 2001, the following applications will go “live” on the EAI Bus: FARS Retirement (transferring DLSS data to the Credit Management data Mart); Loan Counseling Direct Loan (NSLDS to DLSS interfacing); and Ombudsman queries. In February 02, COD will go “live”; and in April 02, servicing will go “live”.   Contact Denise Hill 202-708-8468.

ALTERNATE:

Enterprise Application Integration – The infrastructure to support Enterprise Application Integration (EAI) is currently in place. Ten interface system adapters have been installed and are ready for connection to applications.   Over the next few months we will work with a number of project teams to connect applications to the EAI bus.  Contact: Denise Hill 202-708-8468
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to Report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Loan Consolidation The Certification Team continues to focus on a report that shows Outstanding Certification over 35 days.  As of 09/07/01, there were 1527 items.

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

Electronic Signature:  

Innovations has scheduled meetings with representatives of the Mod Partner to inventory the paper-based signature processes and determine candidates to become electronic signature–based.  Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-205-4348
Students.gov Interagency Website: 

The project team has begun planning for another round of student and parent focus groups/usability sessions.  The customer groups include:  college-bound HS students; parents of college-bound HS students; first generation college students; current college students. Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
SFA Campus Card:  

Innovations is continuing to provide analysis and advisory assistance to the project team.  SFA was given the go ahead by ED OM on August 9 to roll out SmartBenefits and 41 SFA DC employees have registered to participate.  Innovations is coordinating with SFA CFO, ED OM, WMATA and the Department of Transportation on timeline and action items necessary to meet this objective.  Innovations is assisting with coordination of final badge design and required approval for design.  Contact: Tina Pemberton 202-205-3135

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-708-7701, with any questions about this weekly report.

