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THE WEEK AHEAD

OMB e-Gov/eLoans:  The eLoans cross-agency team includes Veterans Administration, Housing and Urban Development, Small Business Administration, Department of Agriculture and Education.  The team is scheduled to present its recommendation for scoping the eLoans initiative to the Agency senior leadership on September 27.  A decision concerning the acceptance of the proposal is needed.  The cross-agency workgroup is currently developing “value add” opportunity proposals to form the basis of the eLoans recommendation and Business Case.  This information was acquired through focus groups held with citizens over the past week.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507
KEY NEWS

Government Computer News / Post Newsweek Award:  On September 19, FSA was informed they received an  award from GCN / Post Newsweek for our work on Modernization of Federal Student Loan Programs.  FSA was chosen as one recipient out of 10 from a field of 130.  The award will be officially distributed on October 30.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3505.

CIO Technology Update Seminar:  FSA CIO is sponsoring a technology day on September 30 in Atlanta Georgia as an outreach program to large colleges and universities.  The seminar will be held prior to the EDUCAUSE Conference starting October 1 in Atlanta.  The topics will include:  FSA Modernization update, Common Origination and Disbursement, Security (eAuthentication and Digital Certificates) and eGovernment initiatives.  The Dean of Information Sciences and Technology at Pennsylvania State University will deliver the keynote address.  Contact:  Steve Hawald  202-377-3505

EDUCAUSE Conference - EDUCAUSE is a nonprofit association whose mission is to advance higher education by promoting the intelligent use of information technology.  On October 3, Steve Hawald will participate in a panel discussion concerning future student aid at the conference in Atlanta, Georgia.  A brief presentation will be given by each panel member, then the floor will be opened for questions from the audience.  Hawald will discuss FSA’s Vision for Real-Time Financial Aid Application and Award.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3505
Enterprise Architecture (EA)– FSA CIO is working jointly with the Department to advance the Enterprise Architecture project.  

· FSA will support a workshop chaired by Craig Luigart.   It will be conducted on October 23 and Denise Hill will be a presenter.  

· FSA CIO and ED CIO have worked to modify and improve the draft enterprise architecture document to incorporate comments by stakeholders from the Departments Information Management Working Group (IMWG).  The next version of the document will be published the week of September 23.  

· The EA team has initiated plans for a high level briefing to Deputy Secretary Hansen and his direct reports.  The briefing will include the progress, direction and illustrations that our enterprise architecture can support and advance Hansen’s view of the business process in the Department.  Contact: Harry Feely 202-377-3777.

Database Accreditation and Certification – FSA (Feely and Hill) met with Office of Management (Fletcher, Graham and Lair–contractor) to jointly developed a comprehensive and enduring process for the evaluation of the Department databases and system business logic.  The first draft of the overall plan and project work breakdown structure will be published early next week for key stakeholders and Department principal offices to review.  This is a promising opportunity to learn lessons from each other and advance effective management for system integration at a reasonable cost.  Collaboration between FSA and OM adds value because different perspectives are brought together by each group.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777 or Denise Hill 202-377-3030.

Students.gov Interagency Website:  

The conversion of students.gov to SFA architecture standards was completed.  The site is live and functioning well in the ITA environment as of Monday, September 16 !  
As of Monday, September 16, there were 6,798 subscribers to Students.gov “InfoSource”, a subscription service that highlights the features of students.gov.  Subscriptions to InfoSource are routed through a common service associated with GSA’s FirstGov website that includes 26 other cross-agency portal newsletters.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
FFEL Upgrade Successfully Completed: Over the weekend of September 14 and 15, CIO IT Services successfully implemented a major upgrade of the OS/390 operating system.  This was a joint effort between CSC, Raytheon, Students Channel and CIO.  There have been no significant problems reported.  This upgrade was necessary because IBM is not supporting our previous operating system.  Contact: Keith Wilson, IT Services VDC Operations Manager, 202-377-3591.
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Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

