MEMORANDUM

TO:
Terri Shaw

FROM:  
Jerry Schubert

RE:
CIO Weekly Report

DATE: 
September 22, 2003

THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Certification and Accreditation: FSA’s Virtual Data Center (VDC) was certified and EZ-Audit was accredited the week of September 15!  Accreditation of the VDC should be accomplished by September 25.  FSA Security and Privacy team reviewed and updated SAIG security documentation to correct pre-certification findings.  Contact: Robert Ingwalson, 377-3563

IT Security Vulnerabilities: CIO staff worked to efficiently alert FSA system owners of a new Internet vulnerability (Microsoft Security Alert 03-039), and gather data on FSA system responses.  FSA system owners returned reports on remediation in two days.  This was the first use of the FSA Special Threat Alert and Response (STAR) tracking alert system.  All systems reported taking protective actions and developing timely remediation plans.  Contact: Robert Ingwalson, 377-3563

E-Gov/eLoans:  On September 16, the ED eLoans team briefed Paul Mamo, OMB’s new G2C Portfolio Manager, on the status of the eLoans initiative.  Mr. Mamo was supportive of the general direction of the project and attended the eLoans team lead meeting.  VA and SBA both expect to have preliminary reports for Pay.gov and B2G Lender Reporting by September 30, and ED hopes to have the Gateway MOU signed by the Department of Labor within the next two weeks.  The next eLoans team lead meeting is September 30.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507 
Architecture Working Group/Technologies Tracked: FSA investigated a possible lower-cost alternative to the Informatica software tool.  A tool named DataJunction could be combined with another lower cost tool (e.g. Applix TM1) to provide an effective alternative to the currently-used Informatica/Microstrategy pair.  FSA has proposed setting up a small prototype to further review the option.  Contact:  Denise Hil,l 377-3030
Critical Infrastructure Protection: The FSA team provided input to ED/OCIO staff for modification of the Critical Infrastructure Protection Survey questions to more accurately identify the Department's Mission Essential Assets. Contact: Robert Ingwalson, 377-3563
Students.gov Website Usage:  Students.gov received 53,085 visits (1.4 million hits) during the week of September 7-13, 2003.  Close to one percent of the visitors were from outside the U.S. and 48% were from the AOL domain. Students.gov now links to 870 government and non-government student-focused websites (51% government/military; 35% educational or organizational; and 14% commercial/other).  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514.

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Nothing to report

CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or additional information, please contact Marguerite Roland on 202-377-3544.

