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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Government Paperwork Elimination Act (GPEA):

SFA CIO and ED CIO have been working together to create the annual submission to OMB.  SFA CIO has been working with each of the channels to gather and consolidate information.  SFA CIO and ED CIO met with Jeff Andrade to review the Department’s submission to OMB.   Contact:  Harry Feely 202-205-4745

Electronic Signature:  

Innovations and the Modernization Partner presented an inventory of eight eSignature opportunities for FY02 consideration at the 10/18/01 IRB meeting.  Further analysis on costs, scheduling and alternatives will be presented at the 11/30/01 IRB.  Contact: Charlie Coleman 202-549-9955 or Neil Sattler 202-205-4348
Students.gov Interagency Website:  

· New copies of the students.gov brochure have been printed and 577,000 are being distributed by EdPubs to fill outstanding back orders.  Contact: Lynda Folwick; 202-260-4087
· On 10/15-16, Innovations conducted focus groups/usability sessions with four customer groups: college-bound HS students; parents of college-bound HS students; first generation college students; and current college students. Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
Students.gov Website Usage:

Site traffic, which had dropped 20% since September 11, has returned to normal levels.  Students.gov received 56,517 visits in September 2001 (an decrease of 9% from August 2000 and 22% less than last month), and 13,385 visits last week (10/14-10/20).  Students.gov now links to 701 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% government; 30% educational or organizational; 18% commercial or other sites).  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-260-4087
SFA Campus Card:  

· The SFA Campus Card – a multi-application smart card with both contact and contactless chip technology – was issued to Phase One move employees on 9/27/01.  Additional cards will be issued with each move phase.  Innovations completed coordination of the smart card contact chip formatting to support future applications. 
· On, 10/19/01, the Deputy Secretary gave approval for the smart cards to be used for transit.  Innovations is coordinating with SFA/CFO, ED/OM, WMATA, and DOT on timeline and action items necessary to implement the transit application and SmartBenefits with the contactless chip. Contact: Tina Pemberton, 202-205-3135

Portal Strategy
The SFA Investment Review Board approved the “Channel Specific” approach for SFA portal development, and authorized $500,000 in seed money to begin the project.  Three releases are anticipated.  Release I will create a Student Channel Portal and a Financial Partners Portal.  Future releases will enhance functionality and consolidate existing web sites.  Contact: Steve Allison 377-3536. 

Training

IT Management architects met with representatives from the SFA Human Resources to identify courses we might teach to support SFA employees who want to learn more about the technical architecture of the modernized SFA infrastructure.  Contact:  Denise Hill, 202-708-8436.

Post Secondary Electronic Standards Council (PESC): 

The XML Standards Steering Committee meeting was attended by Steve Hawald.  He was elected to the Fiscal Year 2002 XML Standards Steering Committee.  The XML forum addressed the strategic vision and work for XML architecture.  The main tasks are:  1)  Reconcile Common Line and Common Records for a Post Secondary Electronic Standards Data Dictionary   2)  Define common data for registrar and admissions regarding transcripts and enrollment and test scores.  Contact:  Steve Hawald, 202-260-1666

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

New Software Release:
The web interface to the Voluntary Flexible Agreements form and FMS Phase 3.4b was released on October 19,2001.  Contact: Cheryl Queen, 377-3526.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Students.gov Interagency Website: 

· Interagency Projects:  On 8/8, Students.gov and Seniors.gov were awarded $280,000 by GSA for our proposal to create an interagency “portal content-builder” tool available to all federal agencies.  The funds are being held in a “no-year” account at GSA/FirstGov.  On 8/16, we met with program and technical staff from the new Disabilitydirect web portal and FirstGov to explore how to leverage their technology to achieve the goals of our proposal. We prepared a Task Order for a pilot test of the concept involving Seniors.gov and Students.gov, and will begin work on the project as soon as the task order is approved.  The e-Gov committee is monitoring the progress of this project as well as other proposals that were awarded funds. Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955
NSLDS – Ratheon Contract Extension:

The current NSLDS contract will terminate on December 31, 2001.   CIO and Management Council will determine the need to extend the contract for the short term.  Notice needs to be given to Ratheon by October 31, 2001 to envoke the extension.  Contact:  Dave Moore, 202-708-9887.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-708-7701, with any questions about this weekly report.
