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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

 

KEY NEWS

Georgia Guaranty Agency Training:  National Student Loan Data Systems (NSLDS) staff member Larry Parker gave a three-hour presentation/training session in Tucker, Georgia on October 24, 2002.  The NSLDS session was part of a workshop put on by the Georgia Guaranty Agency.  Mr. Parker's presentation included an overview of NSLDS, its websites, the loan status codes, available reports, and problem solving.   The participants included mostly schools and were very well received.  Most questions asked at the end of the session were regarding the transfer monitoring and enrollment reporting web screens and processes. Contact: Lynn Alexander, (202) 377-3546

Solution Life Cycle (SLC): The Solution Life Cycle (SLC) team met with representatives from ED/OCIO on to discuss the FSA Solution Life Cycle. The discussion will lead to a review of current FSA SLC process and procedures to determine if the SLC can be incorporated into an enterprise process for all of ED. This analysis and recommendation is expected by the end of December 2002. Contact: Neil Sattler, (202) 377-3513
OMB e-Gov/eLoans:  The OMB 300 eLoans Joint Business Case was finalized with comments incorporated from ED’s CFO and procurement executive, as well as partner agencies (HUD, SBA, USDA, VA).  The team plans for ED’s CIO to submit the eLoans Business Case to OMB as soon as William Leidinger approves.  The PMC E-Gov Subcommittee meeting has been rescheduled for November 7.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, (202) 549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, (202) 377-3507
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report
PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

 

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

 

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

 

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

 

ON THE HORIZON

 National Student Loan Data Systems(NSLDS) Training: NSLDS is preparing to offer NSLDS Training for ED users in Chicago, IL; San Francisco, CA; and Washington, D.C.  Training will be for beginners and advanced users of NSLDS.  The first session is scheduled for November 5, 2002 in Chicago, IL.   Contact: Melba Houston, (202) 377-3551

Post-Implementation Review (PIR): The eCAD Quality Assurance Team has completed two pilot Post-Implementation Review (PIR) efforts in conjunction with the Students Channel project staff.   The FAFSA on the Web, version 6.0 and Students Portal projects were selected to pilot this Clinger-Cohen mandated review effort.  The FSA Quality Assurance Team is proceeding with Post-Implementation Review (PIR) development efforts focused on implementation of standard PIR processes, methods and procedures.  Additionally, the selection process for the next PIR effort is underway.  Contact:  Mike Rockis, (202) 377-3540
Students.gov Interagency Website:  


InfoSource:  As of Monday, October 28, 7,653 people are subscribed to Students.gov “InfoSource”, a subscription service that highlights the features of students.gov.  The November edition was e-mailed on Monday, October 28th.  
· Emergency Fix:  We discovered last week that students.gov’s biggest sources of referrals – AOL’s Government Guide, Google, and Yahoo – had not made changes to reflect our new subtopic page URLs, so the visitors they referred to us were getting “file not found” errors when they tried to go there.  As a result, our site traffic was down considerably.  By the end of the day we discovered this problem, we’d found a solution, the VDC had made an emergency change to implement it, and now plans to use the solution to help other FSA websites.  Great teamwork!  Thanks to Ron Hodges, Keith Wilson, Mike Healy, William Brownlowe, and everyone else who helped with the fix.  
· Online Survey:  The students.gov team is working with Silber and Associates to develop an online survey for students.gov.  A draft survey has been completed, pre-tested, and is being programmed now.  The survey should be placed on the site by the end of November or as soon as we receive OMB clearance. 
· AOL Collaboration:  Re-architecting the site will also help prepare for an increase in visits anticipated as the result of AOL’s interest in promoting students.gov on the AOL GovernmentGuide site.  AOL has invited students.gov to propose a series of monthly GovernmentGuide promotions related to student interests that would highlight the many government resources available to students through students.gov and other sources.  We have begun working with other areas within FSA and other federal agencies to determine the best topics for each month of the year.  Contact:  Lynda Folwick, (202) 377-3514

Students.gov Website Usage:  
Site Resources:  Students.gov now links to 806 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% gov/mil; 33% edu/org; and 15% com/net).  

· Links:  A Google search shows that 2,280 other websites include links to students.gov, including college sites, libraries, state and local governments, etc.
Contact: Lynda Folwick, (202) 377-3514
  

CONTACT INFORMATION

For information about the above please call Kim Jacquay at (202) 377-3055.

