MEMORANDUM

TO:
Terri Shaw

FROM:  
Jerry Schubert 

RE:
CIO

DATE: 
November 6, 2003

THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to Report

KEY NEWS

E-Gov/eLoans:
eLoans Initiative:  The eLoans partner agency leads (ED, HUD, SBA, USDA, VA, OMB) met on November 4.  HUD provided a briefing on the citizen access to CAIVRS feasibility study and next steps for web-enabling CAIVRS.  The group discussed project planning for FY2004.  Three of the five partner agencies have signed the eLoans FY04 MOU (ED, HUD, and VA).  SBA and USDA are continuing to work towards getting their signatures.   Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507
GovLoans Gateway:  The GovLoans project team is finalizing the GovLoans vision document as requested by OMB.  The document lays out the vision, responsibilities, timeline and commitment for deploying the GovLoans website.  The GovLoans project team is also finalizing the GovLoans project plan and action plan.  Contact:  Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507 or Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
Section 508 Compliance: FSA received a letter from Popkin Software restating their commitment to becoming Section 508-compliant. Their goal is to allow the non-graphical functionality in System Architect to be accessible to disabled persons.  They expect to be fully Section 508-compliant by the end of first quarter 2004.  A copy of the letter was provided to the ED-CIO Assistive Technology.  Contact: Denise Hill 377-3030
IT Security Awareness Training: FSA IT Security staff helped track compliance with the Department requirement for IT security awareness training by October 31.  There is an outstanding issue concerning the kind of training that can be substituted for the Department’s online training. This has been elevated to the Department for resolution. Contact: Robert Ingwalson 377-3563
Students.gov Website Usage:  
Monthly:  In October 2003, there were 203,120 visitors to students.gov. (5 million hits) – a slight decline (8%) from the previous month.  However, October 2003 traffic was 234% higher than last October (2002), reflecting the overall dramatic increase in students.gov site traffic during 2003.  Based on current activity, we expect calendar year 2003 site traffic to be three times as high as 2002.  In October we added 500 new subscribers to students.gov InfoSource and added five new links to the web site.

Site Resources:  Students.gov now links to 880 government and non-government student-focused websites (51% government/military; 35% educational or organizational; and 14% commercial/other).  
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

Nothing to report

CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions or additional information please contact Marguerite Roland 202-377-3544.

