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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Software Developers Conference:  The conference was held immediately after the Electronic Access Conference in Reno.  It conference was attended by 160 participants including representatives from large schools and software vendors.  There was a strong interest in Portals and XML technology.  Contact:  Steve Hawald, 202-377-3501.

Decision Support Group – Provided support across SFA to revise a number of business cases and funding plans.  The Investment Review Board reviewed the business cases on Thursday, November 15, 2001.  Contact:  Harry Feely, 202-377-3777.

Electronic Signature:  

At the 22nd Annual Perkins Student Loan Receivable Conference, Innovations presented possible integration opportunities of electronic signatures into the Perkins loan process.  Alternatives were discussed with the membership as well as representatives of Coalition of Higher Education Assistance Organizations (COHEAO).  Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513

Innovations and the Modernization Partner continue to research eight eSignature opportunities for FY02 consideration.  Further analysis on costs, scheduling and alternatives will be presented to the IRB during the first week of December.  Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
SFA Campus Card:  

On October 19, the Deputy Secretary gave approval for smart cards to be used for transit.  Innovations project team developed an action plan for implementing the transit application and SmartBenefits.  The project includes coordination with SFA/CFO, ED/OM, WMATA, and Department of Transportation.  Contact: Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507

The SFA Campus Card is a multi-application smart card.  It was issued to all SFA employees with the completion of the final move phase on November 9.  Contact:  Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507

Students.gov Website Usage: 

Students.gov received 62,560 visits in October 2001 (5% less than in October 2000, but an increase of 11% from September 2001), and 16,990 visits last week (11/4-11/10).  Students.gov now links to 682 government and non-government student-focused websites (52% government; 31% educational or organizational; 17% commercial or other sites).  The team has begun the process of evaluating and updating all existing links.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Voluntary Flexible Agreements:  The web interface to the Voluntary Flexible Agreements  form was released on October 19,2001.  Contact Cheryl Queen, 377-3526

Financial Management System:  FMS Phase 3.4b was released on October 19, 2001 under the GAPS contingency plan.  Contact Cheryl Queen, 377-3526

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Reno Electronic Access Conference:  

The SFA to the Internet general session was well received by customers.  Approximately half the audience had successfully migrated to the Internet.  Cathy Kelly from Southern State Community College, provided migration testimony to the audience.    Contact:  Yolanda Brooks 202-377-3594

CIO Innovations conducted productive focus groups on electronic signature options with Perkins Schools.  Innovations will partner with National Association of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO) and Coalition of Higher Education Assistance Organizations (COHEO) to conduct similar sessions at the Baltimore and Chicago Electronic Access Conference.  Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955
REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

 

Java in Administration-Special Interest Group (JA-SIG) Winter Conference:

SFA CIO is supporting an independent organization designed to increase the flow of information between educational institutions and companies involved in the development of administrative applications using current technology.   The conference will be held December 2, 3 and 4.  Steve Hawald is leading a roundtable discussion the first day on SFA Modernization with a focus on architecture, standards, and portal strategy.  Contact: Steve Hawald 202-377-3501
National Council of Higher Education Loan Programs Fall Leadership Conference (NCHELP):  

The conference was postponed from September 12 – 14 and is being held jointly with the Consumer Bankers Association conference on December 2, 3 and 4.    Steve Hawald is briefing the audience December 4 on SFA’s Portal Strategy.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3501.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505 with any questions about this weekly report.

