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KEY NEWS

IG Review of Contingency Planning for Select Department Systems A11-C0010 Audit: FSA CIO staff attended the exit interview for the IG Review of Contingency Planning for Select Department Systems A11-C0010 on November 15, 2002.  The IG audit assessed the viability and adequacy of IT contingency provisions implemented by the Offices of Federal Student Aid, the Department’s Chief Information Office, and the Department’s Chief Financial Office.  It also assessed the Department’s resulting preparedness to operate student financial aid services and provide financial services throughout the agency in the event of a disruption.  The Department’s Chief Information Office is consolidating the response.  Contact: Stephen Hawald, 202-377-3505

National Association of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO):  Stephen Hawald attended a meeting on November 20, 2002, with Mark Olsen, Senior Vice President of NACUBO.  Steve was briefed on the products and services of NACUBO at the NACUBO office in Washington, DC.  Contact: Stephen Hawald, 202-377-3505

GAO Report on the Office of Federal Student Aid’s (FSA) Middleware:  FSA CIO and the Common Origination and Disbursement Product Team attended the exit interview on GAO’s report on FSA’s middleware on November 20, 2002, in UCP.  GAO assessed FSA’s progress in implementing the common origination and disbursement (COD) process.  Contact: Stephen Hawald, 202-377-3505

Investment Planning Council (IPC):  The investment planning process was reviewed and detailed at the FSA IPC meeting on November 20, 2002.  The decisions are being disseminated as current guidelines to acquire funding.  The membership of the DSG has been redefined.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777

Department-wide Enterprise Architecture – The Enterprise Architecture future vision document has been drafted and is currently being used to brief selected key Senior leaders in Department of Education over the next couple of weeks.  These meetings will ensure the current draft effectively communicates the approach to Senior leaders and addresses their concerns.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777.
National Student Loan Data Systems II (NSLDS) - The task order has been defined for the reassessment of NSLDS platform, which includes new hardware and new software.  The work is scheduled to begin on December 2, 2002, with the appropriate participants.  The team includes FSA, IBM, CSC, Raytheon and Accenture.  They are in a position to accomplish the work in 2 weeks as planned.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777

Enterprise-wide Government Paperwork Elimination Act (GPEA):  The Department-wide plans for GPEA action items and reporting for FY03 were previewed by FSA and ED OCIO co-chairs at the Department Information Management Working Group (IMWG) on November 20, 2002.  The general strategy is to communicate individually with major offices and build on work done in FSA.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777
Web Site Content Management for Government Conference:  Ganesh Reddy presented “Opportunities, Challenges, and Technologies for the Delivery of Federal Student Aid” at the Web Site Content Management for Government Conference November 19, 2002, in Alexandria, VA.  Contact:  Ganesh Reddy, 202-377-3557
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ON THE HORIZON

Students.gov Interagency Website: AOL Collaboration:  Working together with the Students Channel and Communications, last week the students.gov staff provided AOL’s GovernmentGuide with an outline of links and resources for them to use in a January feature on the Federal student aid application process.  Based on our past experience with GovernmentGuide features, we anticipate a large increase in visits to students.gov and the other featured sites.  AOL has invited the students.gov staff to work with them on an ongoing series of monthly GovernmentGuide promotions related to seasonal student interests that would highlight the many government resources available to students through students.gov and other sources.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Kim Jacquay at (202) 377-3055 with any questions about this report.

