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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report.

KEY NEWS

OIG GPEA Audit:  SFA CIO and SFA CFO participated in the entrance conference with ED CIO on January 18.  The scope of the audit includes GPEA program management, selection process for e-Government projects and security plan development process.  The audit is expected to last until mid May.  Contact:  Harry Feely, 202-377-3777.

Single Sign-On:  On January 22, the Single Sign-On Integrated Product Team (IPT) held a kick-off meeting to begin requirements gathering across all SFA business channels.  This IPT was established to determine business and technical requirements for a "single sign-on" capability for SFA that would enable our customers access to Title IV systems with one log on rather than a separate sign-on identification for each system.  Contact: Neil Sattler, 202-377-3513
Students.gov Interagency Website:  “InfoSource” is a subscription service that highlights the features of students.gov and it became operational on December 4.  As of January 15 - 1,226 people have subscribed to “InfoSource”.   Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
SFA Campus Card:  The SFA Campus Card is a multi-application smart card used by DC-area SFA employees for secure entry to the Union Center Plaza building as well as to pay Metrorail fares and Metro parking electronically.  On January 1, SFA employees that enrolled in the program began downloading their transit benefits to their SFA Campus Card versus waiting in line each quarter for paper farecards.  SFA CIO is beginning to transition management of the transit function for the SFA Campus Card to CFO/SFA Administration and ED/OM’s Transit Office.  Contact: Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507 

Service Level Agreement (SLA):  The Virtual Data Center (VDC) is contractually obligated to have technical and business SLA's in place for each business application.  A strategy meeting was held Thursday, January 17, 2002 to develop the standard template for the SLA.  The intent is to enhance the existing SLA’s and create SLA’s for application’s that currently do not have them in place.  All SLA’s must be complete by the end of the VDC transition period February 28, 2002.  Contact: Yolanda Brooks, 202-37-.3594. 

Common Origination and Disbursement: (COD): COD is a common process and system to support origination and disbursement of student financial assistance.  It is a critical component of SFA’s objective to achieve an enterprise-wide solution that provides real-time data to students, schools, and financial partners via web portals.  As part of the COD testing strategy, User Acceptance Testing is being conducted in Niagara Falls the week of January 22.  The COD Management Team reviewed the project status and they are confident the first release of the system will be delivered on schedule, April 29, 2002.  Contact:  Denise Merchant, 202-377-3522.

eCampus-Based (Phase 2):  eCampus-Based system will be a web-based front-end, with modernized application processing and data hosted on a relational database system.  As part of the eCampus-Based testing strategy for the next release, User Component Integration Testing functionality has been completed.  This release will allow SFA Campus-Based staff to view data, perform award calculations, and create reports.  Contact: Denise Merchant, 202-377-3522.
SFA Enterprise Portal Rollout:   The SFA Enterprise Portal initiative will bring together information and productivity tools relevant to SFA’s customers and Financial Partners.  This portal will integrate SFA websites.  Phase 1 includes development of an enterprise portal infrastructure to enable the integration of reengineered Modernization systems and build a portal for students and financial partners.  A demonstration of the Student and Financial Partners portals was given to Senior Leadership on January 18, 2002.  The project team is nearing the conclusion of the Vision Phase of the Solutions Life Cycle.  Contact: Steve Allison, 202-377-3536.

Financial Accounting Records System (FARS) Retirement: FARS is being replaced by SFA’s new Financial Management System (FMS).  Implementation requires close coordination with ED CFO.  Retirement of FARS has been delayed to mid-February due to conflicting testing schedules with ED CFO.   As soon as SFA’s FMS next release is in production, FARS will retire.  Contact: Cheryl Queen 202-377-3526.

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

Post Secondary Electronic Standards Council (PESC): 

The next meeting for the Extensible Mark-up Language (XML) Standards Steering Committee meeting will be held February 25 and 26 at the University of Miami.   Steve Hawald will address SFA XML standards as they relate to Post Secondary Education.  Contact:  Steve Hawald 202-377-3502.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Nicole Boone at 202-377-3505, with any questions about this weekly report.

