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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report

KEY NEWS

Department Investment Review Board:  

· On December 20, Terri Shaw and Harry Feely met with Steve Fletcher of the Office of Management to explore best practices for Investment Management.  There was agreement that improvements could be made to the Department’s Investment Management process.  FSA and OM will discuss ways to smooth the process, minimize the burden for top leadership, and provide a comprehensive review.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777

· FSA brought 13 initiatives to the Department Investment Review Board on December 18.  FSA prepared and distributed background material concerning each initiative including Business Justifications and Expenditure Information.  The Department approved each of the initiatives.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777

Enterprise Architecture:  The week of December 18, FSA CIO and ED OCIO staff met to discuss Enterprise Architecture CASE tools including modeling and data repository.  Currently, each organization uses a different tool.  Circumstances have changed since the tools were selected and there is agreement that both organizations should use the same tool.  Each organization has shared its requirements and a consolidated list has been created.  A meeting will be held the first week in January to review the requirements and the selection of the single CASE tool is targeted for January 15.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777

E-Gov/eLoans: OMB included eLoans, as well as other E-Gov initiatives, as line items (to be funded) in the FY03 budget pass back to the partner agencies (ED, HUD, SBA, USDA, VA).  The eLoans team is working with Bill Leidinger and Kristina Stansel on next steps to obtain funding and staffing commitments from the partner agencies.  FSA will meet with the Department of Labor/GovBenefits on the eLoans Gateway.    Contact: Charlie Coleman, 202-549-9955 or Tina Pemberton, 202-377-3507
Students.gov Interagency Website:  InfoSource:  As of Tuesday, December 24, the number of users enrolled in InfoSource, a subscription service that highlights the features of students.gov is 8,937.   The January edition was mailed on Monday, December 30th.  Subscriptions to InfoSource are routed through a common interagency subscription service associated with GSA’s FirstGov website that includes 30 other cross-agency portal newsletters and has generated more than 275,000 subscriptions to government publications.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report

ON THE HORIZON

OMB Enterprise Architecture:  FSA CIO, ED OCIO and OM jointly developed a presentation for OMB concerning the Department’s Enterprise Architecture present and future visions.  Two additional follow-up meeting are scheduled with ED OCIO and OM the week of January 6 to finalize the presentation.  The Department plans to meet with OMB after January 10.  Contact:  Harry Feely 202-377-3777
Students.gov -AOL GovernmentGuide Collaboration :  CIO is working with the Students Channel and Communications Department to provide AOL’s GovernmentGuide with an outline of links and resources to use in a January feature on the “Federal student aid application process”.  Based on our past experience with these feature articles, a large increase in visits to students.gov is anticipated.  In March, AOL GovernmentGuide will feature “student employment/internship”.  A list of participating government agencies is being developed in partnership with OPM and OMB.  Contact: Lynda Folwick, 202-377-3514
CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Marguerite Roland at 377-3544 with any questions about this report.

