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Interface Control Specification 
Interface Name:  

 
LaRS NSLDS Interface 

Interface Type:  Batch 

Interface Short Description:  This interface is used to transmit data from LaRS to NSLDS 

Source Application:  LaRS 

Destination Application:  NSLDS 

Functional Requirement References:   

Related Interface Internal Design(s):  LARS_NSLDS_IF_TD.doc, LARS_NSLDS_IF_Datamap.xls 

Related Unit Test Document: LaRS NSLDS IF Script.xls 

Other Related Interfaces:   

Interface Usage Frequency:  The Lender Demographics File will be sent once per day.  The Special 
Allowance and the Interest Benefits files will be sent quarterly. 

Interface Usage Volume:  ~1MB Per file Maximum. 

 

Interface Overview 
 
Flow Diagram:   
 
 
 LaRS NSLDS EAI  
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Usage Scenario:   
 
The Lender Demographics File will be sent once per day.  The Special Allowance and the Interest Benefits files will be sent 
quarterly. 
 

# Name Description Object Type Hardware Operating 
System 

1 LaRS Lender Reporting System Flat file HP HP-UX/11.0 
2 EAI BUS Transports file to NSLDS Flat file Sun Solaris 7 

3 NSLDS National Student Loan Data 
System 

Flat file MVS OS/390 

 
 
 
LaRS (Source) System Hardware/Software Components 
 

# Type Vendor Product Name Version 
1 Production  

Platform 
HP   

2 Operating  
System 

HP-UX  11.0 

3 DBMS Oracle Oracle 8 8.0.5.1.0 
4 Transmission  

Protocol 
  TCP/IP 

 
 
 
NSLDS (Destination) Hardware/Software Components 
 

# Type Vendor Product Name Version 

1 Production  
Platform 

MVS Mainframe server  

2 Operating  
System 

OS/390   

3 DBMS    
4 Transmission 

Protocol 
 TCP/IP  

 
 
 
Source System Additional Information  
 

# Type  
1 Production System IP Address 4.20.14.13 (Actual), 4.20.14.40 (Virtual) 
2 Production System Location VDC 
3 Contracting Organization  
4 Developer Location DOE, Washington D.C. 
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Destination System Additional Information 

 
# Type  
1 Production System IP Address 4.20.3.86 
2 Production System Location VDC 
3 Contracting Organization Raytheon 
4 Developer Location Falls Church, VA 

 
 

Source System Responsibilities 

 
 

Destination System Responsibilities 

 
 

Interface Assumptions 
 

# Assumption 
1 LaRS will call a script (provided by the EAI team) to initiate transfer of the files. The LaRS application will PUSH the 

file to the bus. 
2 EAI will not perform any validation of the files. 
3  

 

Interface Dependencies 
 

# Dependency 
1  
2  

 
 

# Type Responsibility 
1 File Creation Create the Interest Benefits file and the Special Allowances file on the 15th of the month 

after the end of each quarter, and the Lender Demographics file every day. 
 
All files will be placed in the $LARS_OUT/ directory. 

2 System Configuration LaRS is expected to have MQSeries v5.2 installed. 

# Type Responsibility 
1 System  

Configuration 
NSLDS is expected to have MQSeries v5.2 installed. 
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File Specification #1 – LARS_NSLDS_IBRATES_QYYYY.txt 
 
Header: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 1 1 CHAR Record type value "0" indicates Header record.   
2 31 30 CHAR Value = "Interest Benefits Header"   
32 39 8 DATE Date the first quarter begins. CCYYMMDD 
40 47 8 DATE Date the first quarter ends. CCYYMMDD 
48 55 8 DATE IPS Processing Date CCYYMMDD 
56 80 25 CHAR Filler <spaces> 

 
File Layout: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 1 1 CHAR Record type code of the detail record.   
2 3 2 CHAR Table Number supplied by the IPS system.   
4 5 2 CHAR The category a Lender has to report on a LaRS form.   
6 10 5 CHAR Groupings for the variable rate   
11 15 5 CHAR Indicates applicable year for the specified interest rate.     
16 21 6 CHAR Filler  < spaces > 
22 25 4 CHAR Add-on Factor   
26 26 1 CHAR Rounding Flag   
27 27 1 CHAR Tax-Exempt Flag   
28 34 7 CHAR Minimum Rate   
35 42 8 CHAR Effective Begin Date of quarter for the Interest Rate. CCYYMMDD 
43 50 8 CHAR Effective End Date of quarter for the Interest Rate. CCYYMMDD 
51 55 5 CHAR Cap Rate   
56 56 1 CHAR Special Allowance Flag   
57 61 5 CHAR Preliminary Interest Rate   
62 80 19 CHAR Filler  < spaces > 

 
Trailer: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 1 1 CHAR Record type "9" represents Trailer record.  
2 31 30 CHAR Value = "Interest Rate Trailer"  
32 40 9 NUMBER Total count of Detail records on this file (excluding Header 

and Trailer records.) 
  

41 80 40 CHAR Filler  <spaces> 
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File Specification #2 – LARS_NSLDS_SARATES_QYYYY.txt 
 
Header: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 1 1 CHAR Record type value "0" indicates Header record.   
2 31 30 CHAR Value = "Special Allowance Header"   
32 39 8 DATE Date the first quarter begins. CCYYMMDD 
40 47 8 DATE Date the first quarter ends. CCYYMMDD 
48 55 8 DATE IPS Processing Date CCYYMMDD 
56 80 25 CHAR Filler < spaces > 

 
File Layout: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 1 1 CHAR Record type code of the detail record.  
2 3 2 CHAR Table Number supplied by the IPS system.  
4 7 4 CHAR The applicable year for the specified Special Allowance 

Rate. 
 

8 8 1 CHAR Indicates the quarter of the year for the specified Special 
Allowance Rate. 

 

9 10 2 CHAR Special Allowance Category (does not include tax-
exempt columns) 

 

11 12 2 CHAR Filler  
13 17 5 CHAR The variable interest rate type.  
18 21 4 CHAR The fixed interest rate.  
22 30 9 CHAR A quarterly rate computed by IPS.  
31 80 50 CHAR Filler <spaces> 

 
Trailer: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 1 1 CHAR Record type code of trailer record   
2 31 30 CHAR Filler    
32 40 9 CHAR Total count of detail records in file   
41 80 40 CHAR Filler  <spaces> 
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File Specification #3 – LARS_NSLDS_LENDEM_YYYYMMDD.txt 
 
Header: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 8 8 CHAR Positional sort field used for sorting the Header Record 
to the top of the file. 

<spaces> 

9 11 3 NUMBER Identification code for Provider 555 
12 12 1 CHAR Indicator identifying the type of data provider 

submitting this file. 
"L" 

13 20 8 DATE Date when the data feed was created. CCYYMMD
D 

21 245 225 CHAR Filler < spaces > 
 
File Layout: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 6 6 NUMBER ED code for a Lender or Servicer in FFEL program.  
7 10 4 NUMBER ED code for uniquely identifying a branch of a Lender 

or Servicer in FFEL program. 
 

11 50 40 CHAR The name of the lender or servicer in the FFEL program.  
51 100 50 CHAR Mailing address of Lender or Servicer participating in 

the FFEL program. 
 

101 120 20 CHAR City of Lender or Servicer participating in the FFEL 
program. 

 

121 122 2 CHAR State of Lender or Servicer participating in the FFEL  
123 131 9 CHAR Zip of Lender or Servicer participating in FFEL  
132 141 10 CHAR Phone number of Lender or Servicer participating in 

FFEL 
 

142 142 1 CHAR Code indicating the organization type of an institution 
issuing an FFEL program loan. 

 

143 148 6 CHAR ED assigned code for a lender or servicer participating 
in the FFEL Program. 

 

149 152 4 CHAR ED code for uniquely identifying a branch of a Lender 
or Servicer in FFEL program. 

 

153 245 93 CHAR Filler < spaces > 
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Trailer: 
 

Start End Length Type Description Valid Values 

1 8 8 CHAR Positional sort field used for sorting the Header Record to the 
top of the file. 

99999999 

9 11 3 CHAR Identification Code for Provider 555 
12 12 1 CHAR Indicator identifying the type of data provider submitting this 

file. 
"L" 

13 20 8 DATE Date when the data feed was created. CCYYMMDD 
21 29 9 NUMBER Number of lender records contained on the Current Lender 

Extract File. 
  

30 245 216 CHAR Filler < spaces > 
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Error Mesages 
 

# Code Message 

 N/A N/A 
   

 
 

Issues and Additional Considerations 
 

Raised 
By 

Issue Date Needed Resolution/Answer Date 
Completed 

Resolved By 

      
      

 
 

Reviewers 
 

Name Date Team 

   
   
   
   
   

 


