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XML Registry and Repository Overview  
 
Over time, the Department of Education’s Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) has developed its 
Student Financial Aid Process with various business partners and systems.  Each of these 
business partners has developed their systems independently of one another, resulting in a 
different set of data models, data standards, and data definitions across FSA systems.  These 
different data definitions have made it difficult for FSA to map and analyze data across the FSA 
enterprise and to identify and share corresponding data between FSA systems. 
 
The XML Registry and Repository in conjunction with the XML Core Component Dictionaries 
provides an initial set of enterprise level definitions of key data that is exchanged between 
FSA’s systems and its business partners.  Developed in accordance with industry standard 
methodologies, languages, and tools, the Core Components capture a refined set of reusable 
pieces of business information that are modelled in eXtensible Markup Language (XML) and 
provide standard definitions for key data entities across FSA’s enterprise.  The Registry and 
Repository application provides a way for FSA to store, access, and manage these data entities. 
 
This user guide provides detailed instructions about User Access and Management, and Search 
functionality, as well as instructions about managing Core Components, Sector Libraries and 
Message Specification files. 
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Registration 
Users can contact the XML Registry and Repository Administrator via the e-mail address 
provided on the Welcome page, to request Registered User access to the site. 
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User Access 
When the user accesses the XML Registry and Repository by entering the URL  
http://fsaxmlregistry.ed.gov, or http://www.fsaxmlregistry.ed.gov, the welcome page 
displays: 
 

 
 
 
From the Welcome page, the user can either access or login to the site as a: 
 
• Community User /Guest 
• Community Reviewer 
• Registered User 
• Administrator 
 
Community Users/Guests can enter use the XML Registry application without a login.  
Administrative users will follow the link to the login to the application. 
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User Type Description 
Community User 
(Guest User) 

Community Users (Guest Users) may access the XML Registry and 
Repository without logging into the application.  These users will not have 
access to update or modify content that is stored in the Registry; however, 
they will have access to view and download information. 

Community 
Reviewer 

Community Reviewers may view comments in addition to having the 
same access privileges as Community Users. 

Registered User Registered Users will be able to modify and create new Core Components, 
Sector Libraries, and Message Specifications, in addition to viewing and 
downloading the documents.  Registered Users will also be able to create 
and view comments for Core Components. 

Administrator Administrators will also be able to view, create and modify Core 
Components, Sector Libraries, and Message Specifications as well as create 
Users and organizations.  Administrators will be able to create and 
deactivate all types of users.   

 
These users and their roles are further described in the User Management section.   
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Login  
By selecting the Administrative Users link from the Welcome page, the following Login page 
appears. 
 

 
 
Process 
1. Enter the User Name provided to you by the XML Registry and Repository Administrator. 
2. Enter your Password. 
3. Select the Login button. The system will direct you to a login confirmation page; and then 

will redirect you to the Core Components Home Page. 
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Logout 
By selecting Logout in the upper right hand corner of all pages within the Registry, the user will 
be logged out. 
 

 
 
Process 
1. Select Logout in the upper right hand corner of the page. 
2. The system will redirect you to the Welcome page. 
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User Management 
 
Visitors to the XML Registry can access the website and perform different functions based on 
three different roles: 
 
• Administrator 
• Registered User 
• Community Reviewer 
• Community User/Guest 
 
The XML Registry provides all users with the ability to view Core Components and 
Enumerated Lists.  Similarly, all users can view and download Schema files organized in Sector 
Libraries as well as Message Specifications. 
 
 

Administrators 
Administrators have the ability to create, edit, and delete Organization information.  In 
addition, Administrators can create, edit and delete Users within those Organizations.   
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Organizations 
Organizations provide a way to organize users that access the XML Registry.  Administrators 
can view, edit and create Organization information. 
 

View  
 

 
 
Process: 
1. To view an Organization’s information, select “Users” in the upper right hand corner. 
2. A list of Organizations appears in the left hand menu. 
3. Select an Organization to view. 
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Edit 
 

 
 
Process: 
1. To edit an Organization’s information, select “Edit this Organization’s Information” on the 

upper right hand corner of the view page. 
2. The Organization’s information appears in textboxes on the page.  The user can make any 

appropriate changes in those textboxes. 
3. Select “Save”, to update. 
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Create 
 

 
 
Process: 
1. To create an Organization, select “Users” in the upper right hand corner. 
2. Select “New Organization” in the left hand menu. 
3. Text boxes appear for organization information. 
4. Select “Save” to submit the new Organization information. 
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Users 
Administrators can view, edit, delete and create users, who have read and write access to the 
XML Registry.  These users are grouped together by organization. 
 

View  

 
 
Process: 
1. To view a user’s information, select “Users” in the upper right hand corner. 
2. Select “User Accounts” on the left hand menu. 
3. A list of Organizations and their specific users appears in the left hand menu. 
4. Select a User to view, by clicking on the user name. 
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XML Registry and Repository 
User Guide 

 

Version: 1.0                      Updated: 6/29/2004 
Status: SUBMITTED                                                                                         Page 16 of 61 

Edit 
 

 
 
Process: 
1. From the user View page, select “Edit this User’s Information”. 
2. The user’s information is displayed in text boxes.  Make any appropriate changes. 
3. Select “Save” in the right hand corner to submit the changes. 
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Delete 
Process: 
1. From the User Accounts page, select the User to be deleted. 
2. From the user View page, select “Edit this User’s Information”. 
3. The user’s information is displayed in text boxes.   
4. Select “Delete” in the right hand corner to submit the changes. 
5. A popup box appears asking the user to confirm the he or she wants to delete the user. 
 

 
 
6. Select “OK” to delete the user. 
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Create 
 

 
 
Process: 
1. From the User Accounts page, select “New User Account”, below the Organization to which 

you want to add a new user. 
2. Enter the User’s information.  The required fields appear with blue text. 
3. Select “Save” in the right hand corner to submit the new user. 
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Registered Users 
 
Registered Users are able to edit their User profiles, but cannot view Organizations or other 
Users.  Registered Users also cannot make comments. 
 

Edit 
 

 
 
Process: 
1. Select “Users” link in the upper right hand corner of any page. Registered User name 

appears in left hand menu. 
2. Select “Registered User” on the left navigation menu.  The system redirects the User to the 

following information view page. 
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3. To edit the Registered User’s information select “Edit this User’s Information.” The system 

redirects the User to the following information update page. 
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4. After making any necessary changes, select  “Save”.  The system redirects to the information 

view page with an update successful message. 
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Community Reviewers 
Community Reviewers can edit their own user information. 

 

Community/Guest Users 
 
Community/Guest users do not have profiles, and do not have access to the “Users” link on the 
upper right hand menu. 
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Classification  
Core Components, Sector Libraries and Message Specifications are grouped into manageable 
sets by Classification scheme, which are predefined business areas.  All Users can view the 
details for a selected Classification within the Classification Section.   
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Classifications View 
Process 
1. To view Classification information, select “Classifications” from the left hand menu.  The 

system redirects to the classification information view page. 
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Core Components 
The FSA Core Components are based on the Electronic Business using the eXtensible Markup 
Language (ebXML) guidelines, as well as the Universal Business Language (UBL) guidelines 
from the Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards (OASIS). 
 
The initial set of FSA Core Components consists of the key data entities that are exchanged 
across the FSA enterprise.  These Core Components have been developed based on the key FSA 
business entities identified by the Data Strategies Enterprise-Wide Framework Team in the As-
Is System Data Flows.  Refer to FSA XML Core Component Dictionaries for more information 
on Core Components. 
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Core Component View 
The Core Component Section of the XML Registry and Repository allows all Users to browse 
through and view all Core Components categorized by Classification.  To search for a Core 
Component the User can use the Search functionality. 
 
Process 
1. Select “Core Components” from left hand menu.  Select “Core Component” below a specific 

Classification scheme to view the set of Core Components belonging to that group. 
 
 

 
 
2. Select the Tag Name of the Core Component to View.   
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3. The system is redirected to the Core Component Base Properties page. 
 

 
 
4. Select “Details” to view the Core Component’s Facets, Supplementary Fields and XML 

Schema Definition.   



 
 
         

XML Registry and Repository 
User Guide 

 

Version: 1.0                      Updated: 6/29/2004 
Status: SUBMITTED                                                                                         Page 29 of 61 

5. The system is redirected to the Core Component Details page. 
 

 
 
6. Select “Associations” to view the Core Component’s Child and Parent Associations.   
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7. The system is redirected to the Core Component Associations page. 
 

 
 
8. Select “Summary” to view a summary of the Core Component. 
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9. Select “Related Message Specifications” to view a message specifications related to this Core 

Component. 
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10. Select “Notes” to view any notes related to this Core Component.  Guest users do not have 

permissions to view notes. 
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11. Administrators have permissions to delete notes.  Select “Notes” to view any notes related 

to this Core Component.  Click on “Delete” to delete notes associated with this Core 
Component. 
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Core Component Update 
The Core Component Section of the XML Registry and Repository allows Administrators and 
Registered Users to update Core Component metadata information. 
 
Process   
1. From the Core Component Base Properties page, select “Update this Core Component”. 
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2. The system is redirected to the Core Component Base Properties update page. 
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3. Some Core Component Data Types allow for their Details properties to be updated.  To 
update these properties select “Details”. 
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4. To update the Associations select “Associations”. 
 

 
 
5. Upon completion of updates, select “Save”. 
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6. The system prompts the user to review the information updated.   
 

 
 
7. If the user is satisfied with the changes, select “Save”. 
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Core Component Add 
The Core Component Section of the XML Registry and Repository allows Administrators and 
Registered Users to add Core Components that have been approved via the Enhancement 
Request Governance Process.   
 
 
Process   
1. From the Core Component List page, select “Add Core Component”. 
 

 
 
2. The system is redirected to the Core Component Base Properties Add page. 
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Sector Libraries 
Sector Libraries consist of XML Schema files that share a common Classification scheme.  The 
Sector Library Section of the XML Registry and Repository allows all Users to browse through 
the Sector Library for specific Schema files, or search on all Sector Libraries by keyword(s).  All 
Users can download Schema files. 
 
Registered Users and Administrators are able to update metadata, upload new documents, and 
upload new versions of existing Schema files. 
 

 
 

Upload Sector Library 
 
Process:  
1. Click on “Aid Application” form the lower left navigation. 
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2. Click on “Upload New Schema” 
3. Fill out the necessary information 
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4. Click on “Save” to save the new sector library record to the database 
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Message Specification 
 
Message Specifications are smaller XML building blocks grouped together as Schema Files.  The 
Message Specification Section of the XML Registry and Repository allows all Users to browse 
through Message Specifications categorized by Classification, or search on all Message 
Specifications by keyword(s).  All Users can download Message Specifications. 
 
Registered Users and Administrators are able to update metadata, upload new documents, and 
upload new versions of existing Message Specifications. 
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Download 
All users can download a Message Specification schema file. 
 
Process: 
1. To download a Message Specification schema file, select the Classification, or subject area, 

that the file is in, from the left hand menu. 
 

 
 
2. From the list of files displayed as part of the Classification, select the Schema File Name to 

download. 
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3. The message specification metadata is displayed. 
 

 
 
4. Select “Download” from the right hand menu. 
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5.  A popup box appears requesting the user to open the file from its present location or to save       
locally. 
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Update 
Registered Users and Administrators have the ability to update metadata about a specific 
schema file. 
 
Process: 
1. To Update a Message Specification schema file, select the Update link on the metadata view 

page.   
 

 
 
2. The metadata appears in text boxes.  Make any appropriate changes. 
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3. Select “Save” in the upper right hand corner to submit the changes. 
 

Upload New Version 
 
Registered Users and Administrators have the ability to upload a new version of an existing 
schema file. 
 
Process: 
1. To upload a new Message Specification schema file, select the “Update” link on the 

metadata view page. 
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2. Select the “Browse” button.  A popup box appears asking the user to choose the file to be 
uploaded.  Browse to the file and select “Open”.  Note that the name specified on the 
metadata page is the name that the file is saved as. 

 

 
 
3. Select “Save” in the right hand corner to upload the file and save the metadata changes. 
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Upload New File 
Registered Users and Administrators have the ability to upload a new schema file. 
 
Process: 
1. To upload a new Message Specification schema file, select the Classification, or subject area, 

that the file is in, from the left hand menu. 
2. Select “Upload New Schema” from the right hand corner. 
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3. The metadata text boxes appear blank.  Enter the required information, and select “Browse” 
to choose the file to upload.  Select “open” once the file has been selected. 

 

 
 
4. Select “Save” in the right hand corner. 
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Reports 
 
The reports provide insight and statistics for usage of the XML Registry application.  Only the 
administrator has permission rights to view XML Registry reports. 
 
Process 
1.  To view the Site Usage - Summary Report, click on “Reports” from the top navigation 

menu. 
 

 
 
2.  To view the Registry Statistics Report, click on “Registry Statistics Report” on the left 

navigation menu. 
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3. To view the Site Usage – Detail Report, click on “Site Usage - Detail Report” on the left 

navigation menu. 
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4. To view the Site Usage – Detail Report from a monthly perspective, click on “Monthly” link 

on the top right body of the page. 
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Search 
Search functionality is important to allow all Users to quickly find the content in which they are 
interested.  Users will be able to search the web site for Core Components, Sector Library files 
and Message Specifications, by entering keywords and selecting specific search criteria. 
  

 
 
Process: 
1. To Search for Core Components, Enumerated Lists, Sector Library or Message Specification 

files, enter search criteria in the textbox, and select criteria to use. 
2. Select “Search”. 
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3. To view the detailed information, select its’ Name. 
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Information 
Additional information about the XML Registry application is provided on the information 
page. 
 

 
 


