
The Heritage of SFA

Honoring the Past



Federal Role in Education

n US Constitution 
• Limited Federal Role
• Federal vs.. State Powers

n Legislation
• Specialized role for the federal 

government in education
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The Morrill Act of 1862

n Created land grant universities

n Extended technology to farmers

n Educated Union Officers for the Civil 
War



Serviceman’s Readjustment Act 
of 1944

n Commonly known as the GI Bill.

n Develop robust workforce and retrain 
military men into civilian workers.

n As of 1987, $60 billion has been 
distributed under the GI Bill. 



Russians Launch Sputnik, 1958

n Space race with the Soviet Union

n National Defense Student Loans 
(NDSL) are created and aimed at 
developing mathematicians, scientist, 
engineers and teachers.



The Great Society, 1964-65

n Student financial aid aimed to help low-
income students: 
– have a prominent role in workforce
– take care of their families with dignity

n Programs include College Work Study, 
Gauranteed Student Loan, and the 
Educational Opportunity Grant.



Legislation of the 1980’s & 90’s

n Focused on making education 
affordable to middle income families.
– Expanded income caps
– HOPE Scholarship
– Life-time learning credit



Cost of Education - All 
Institutions
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Total Fall Enrollment in Instutions of 
Higher Education (000s)
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% Share of Grants vs. Loans, 1980-81 to 1997-98
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Please, put items into 
Chronological Order

n Tax Payer Relief Act
n National Defense Act
n Morrill Act
n The GI Bill



Please put in Chronological Order

n HOPE Scholarships
n The GI Bill
n Educational Opportunity Grants
n Establishments of Land Grant 

Universities



Please put the following FAFSA questions in order 
as they appear on the application.

n Highest education level of father
n Social Security Number (Student)
n Have you ever been convicted of a drug 

charge
n Date of Birth (Student)



Please put the steps to the Student Financial 
Aid process in chronological order.

n Loan repayment
n Financial aid application
n Disbursement
n Award


