

Business Technology Alignment (BTA)

Architecture Support Group Meeting Minutes 06/16/04

	Location:


	830 1st Street, NW, UCP (room 93D1), 11:00 – 12:00



	Present:
	
Denise Hill

Tim Bornholtz

Sandy England

Charles Exum

Jim Greene

Terry Hardgrave



	Agenda:
	Agenda:

· Establish future technology standards
· Effectively using the information that is available

· Communication channel for relaying technology needs and technology decisions.



	Action Items:


	New:

1. Charles Exum: Is there a Windows or Sun server available on which to install Modeler?
2. Jim Greene: Present IBM Warehouse Manager at the July Architecture Working Group meeting for review / approval.

3. Group: Decide whether we want to document fast-track prototype procedures.

4. Group: Add Larry Doe and Scott Gray to the distribution list for the Architecture Support Group. Current members provide suggestions for additional members.

5. Denise Hill: Ask Debbie Bairdain what collaboration tools are being reviewed by the PMO group.

6. Dana Riley: Review and modify the GUI Style Guide to bring up-to-speed for the inclusion of Website Maintenance Policies. 

Closed: 


	Issues/Risks:
	n/a



	Next Meeting:


	Wednesday, June 30, 2004

11:00 am – 12:00 am 

830 1st Street, NW, UCP (room 93D1)  

Expected Topics:

· Architecture Support Group mission and charter 
· Architecture Support Group 


Meeting Discussion Items:

· WBI Discussion

· In the June Architecture Working Group meeting, Larry Doe announced that FSA is purchasing 10 licenses as part of the Integration Leadership Support task order. IBM is offering 2 licenses for the price of 1.  

· EAI / ITA is interested in pursuing WorkFlow Modeler in order to model and prototype different activities from process models through to the MQ layer. It would be best to test both the thick as well as the thin client.

· Question: If buying WBI, would it be installed in the EAI / ITA environment or VDC? Answer: Modeler is available only on Windows and Sun, not HPUX.  Charles to investigate.

· Future Agenda Items

· WorkFlow Modeler

· MQsi - > Message Broker

· The EAI / ITA team met with CSB and resolved some outstanding issues related to migrating to the VDC and / or EAI / ITA. Both groups agreed that CSB will migrate to the current EAI / ITA environment and not into a separate environment built just for CSB. The groups also agreed to use FSA’s IT Services group instead of using their own team.

· Data Integrator (version 7)

· Version 4 capabilities will be incorporated into Version 7 by year-end, which eliminates the urgency for FSA to find a replacement. FSA is currently in the requirements phase. FSA will need to look for a replacement after 1 year.

· FSAnet 

· EAI / ITA is currently looking at IBM Portal Server on which to perform an FSAnet prototype. Currently, there are no Portal Server standards. If the EAI / ITA prototype is successful, FSA will replace the reusable common services / portlets with IBM Portal Server; otherwise, will need to look for an alternative.

· Websphere Monitor

· Websphere Data Integrator


· Ganesh Reddy is currently at a conference and suggested that FSA look in to Websphere Data Integrator.

· Clearcase

· The thin client doesn’t offer much functionality and this may be the reason why business owners are hesitant to use it.

· VDC is currently in the process of moving to Citrix to improve the performance, but this is only an interim solution.

· New product: Metaframe XP Server is a really good product and should be reviewed for potential.

· Oracle 11i Financials

· Data Modeling / Maintenance

· Embarcadero

· Erwin

· Enterprise Reporting

· Applix TM1

· ETL Tool

· IBM Warehouse Manager

· This is an interim solution for CPS, ISIR Data Mart, SAIG. Supports DB2 -> DB2 transmissions. It is not intended to be an enterprise standard.

· Data Architecture has already purchased the tool, but needs to go through an Architecture Working Group review.

· XMLSpy

· Needs to be added to the Standards Guide.

· Configuration Management Tool

· Understand requirements for the Release / Configuration / Project Management tool needed by the eCCR group (Diana O’Hara).

· Hummingbird XCeed

· Website Management Tool Options

· Options

· WGET: Freeware to be reviewed for support

· Webtrends

· Google

· Dana Riley is researching the different website management tools, discussing options with IT Services and collecting material as input to Website Maintenance Policies. Suggestion: Bring the GUI Style Guide up-to-speed (delete sections that don’t belong, but use as a basis for the policy guide).

· Adjourn.

· Denise distributed the Summary pages from the FSA Technology Policies, Standards and Products Guide. Everyone was asked to review the current standards and send updates to Debra.White@ed.gov. The group agreed that this needed to be done immediately in order to get a revised Guide published to the Contracts / Acquisitions Group, the Business Owners and current projects.

· The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 30th.  
Aqsa Khan


Renu Mahalingam


Dana Riley


Deb White


Terry Woods 


Bing Yi
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