HELPING PUT DC THROUGH SCHOOL

“I want all students to realize the opportunities they have to go on to college, no matter what their background.”

This passionate belief in post-secondary education is what led Hazel Mingo to the next step in her career.  Hazel, a program manager and special assistant to Jeanne Van Vlandren in the Students channel, has been chosen to help the District of Columbia design and implement the new “DC College Access” program.  Mayor Anthony Williams will run the new program.

We at SFA know a little something about student aid programs, so the mayor’s office turned to us for help.  Under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act (IPA), government agencies (and even nonprofits) can exchange staff to help manage programs that are mutually beneficial.

Candy Kane put out the call for interested employees to submit their résumés, and Hazel was chosen for this special detail.  She’ll continue to be an SFA employee but will work in the mayor’s office, helping to design and implement the new program, (including an early awareness and outreach campaign.)

Why did Hazel want the assignment?  “I want to help increase the number of DC students who go on to college,” she said.  “This project is very compatible with the Education Department’s mission”

Compatible, yes!  DC College Access could make the difference for many DC students and their families.  The new program, just signed into law by Congress, will pay the difference between in-state and out-of-state tuition for undergraduate DC students who want to go to a public college in Maryland or Virginia.  The program will pay up to $2500 for DC undergraduate students who want to go to private college in DC or a private Historically Black College or University in MD or VA.
Hazel’s reputation as a knowledgeable and effective professional is well known.  She has more than a dozen years’ experience in financial aid.  And she even, under her own initiative, started a special project to help DC schools get more kids to go to college.  Working with Janet Thomas, also in the Students channel, she arranged training for high school counselors, coordinated the donation of surplus computer equipment to DC high schools, and promoted collaboration between local financial aid professionals and public housing developments.  (Hazel plans to rely on Janet again, using her as a resource here at SFA to help make the new program the best that it can be.)

Besides her knowledge and professionalism, Hazel brings another unique perspective:  She’s a DC native and graduate of a DC public high school.  She has first-hand knowledge of the city and its school system.

“Hazel is going to help this program do great things,” said a proud Greg Woods.  “More kids are going to be able to afford college, and that’s something we all want.”

“After all,” Hazel said, “we are in the nation’s capital.  We should promote the best opportunities for our students.”

