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SFA ‘Star’ Participates in Business-to-Government Learning Program

Connie Davis, already a rising leader in government, is now becoming a pioneer in government-to-business relations! 

Connie, who works as an executive senior level computer scientist and will be acting deputy CIO starting May 21, was recently selected to participate in the Industry Advisory Council’s Partners Program, which seeks to promote cooperation between government executives and IT executives from private industry.

The program, now in its fifth year, accepted only 20 people and divided them into 10 partnerships. Each team consists of one government and one industry information technology leader. Connie’s partner is Barbara Moffatt, Director of Business Development at Computer Sciences Corporation in Rockville, Md. Connie and Barbara were matched up through a series of personality tests to ensure that they would work well together.

After the partnerships were set up at the group’s first meeting, each team thought of topics for a breakfast conference where they will share ideas about government-to-business relationships and solutions for making their organizations better. Team members will also invite their partners to events or meetings at their own organizations, so each partner can get a “behind-the-scenes” look at what their counterpart does. 

Connie says she hopes to learn a lot from the experience, but above all she expects to gain a better understanding of how private industry operates at the executive level. In her interactions with business leaders, she plans to build a business network and “learn how to develop lasting professional relationships.”

Connie’s partner, Barbara, is especially interested in learning about organizations in periods of transitions, a bill SFA fits to a tee. Both Barbara and Connie will arrange interaction with their partner and executives from their organizations. 

As the first person from the entire Department of Education to participate in the IAC program, Connie is poised to encourage interactions between government and private sector executives. “As government officials, if we are able to communicate and have relationships with industry partners, we’ll have a better feel for how they operate,” she says.
Those that work with Connie at SFA have every confidence in her achieving success with the program. “This is a program that pairs federal stars up with private industry stars. Connie will learn best in business processes and lessons that she can apply here at SFA,” says Helene Epstein, who nominated Connie for IAC Partners. “This will give Connie the confidence and skills to grow her leadership potential.”
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