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THE WEEK AHEAD

Nothing to report.

KEY NEWS

MIT Action Items:  During the week ending February 15, SFA closed two recommendations, both from the FY 2000 FMFIA Report, completely closing that audit.  Three recommendations were submitted for closure-two from the FY 2000 SFA Financial Statement audit, and one from the Guaranty Agency Reserve Fund audit.  A Corrective Action Plan for three recommendations from the FY 2000 SFA Management Letter was submitted for approval.  Four Action Plans related to this audit now are pending approval by OIG.  If all four are accepted, the number of “Item Closed or Corrective Action Plan in Place” items will increase from 305 to 309 (98.7%). 

SAIG Upgrade Successful:  On February 9, we installed an upgrade that increased to 500 the number of users who can be on the new Student Aid Internet Gateway (SAIG) at the same time.  SAIG now can handle 500 concurrent users and 2,000 transactions per minute.  An additional upgrade is planned that will allow 750 concurrent users.  The upgrade will be installed before the March peak season starts. 

Kudos for SAIG Upgrade:  Here is some feedback from schools:

· “After having complained much in the last couple of weeks, I just wanted to give you a pat on the back for the upgrades to the EDconnect transmission system this weekend.  Today’s transmission was astoundingly fast (less than 60 seconds).  Thanks for speeding up the upgrades and making the system work better.  Now that is the way things are supposed to work!  Your work is appreciated!  Great job!”  (Mid America Nazarene University)

· “We appreciate all the hard work that went into the updates.  A big thank you to all.  Please keep up the good work.  Our transmission went like clock work this morning.”  (Bowling Green State University)

· “I second that one!  My transmission was a snap.  Thanks for listening to us last week!”  (Columbus College of Art & Design)

Draft Cohort Default Rates Distributed:  On February 11, the more than 5,300 Title IV schools were mailed their FY 2000 Draft Cohort Default Rate (CDR) packages.  Also, the 36 Guaranty Agencies (GAs) have been sent their FY 2000 Draft CDR packages.  ED doesn’t release draft calculations to the public nor assess sanctions or benefits based on the draft information.  It calculates official CDRs in the fall and notifies schools before the official rates are released to the press.  Schools, of course, have the opportunity to appeal, and they have 45 calendar days to challenge their Draft CDR. 

GAO Entrance Conference:  SFA, OPE, OERI, NCES, and OS staff met with GAO on February 13 to discuss the objectives and scope of GAO’s study of “Higher Education Policy Tools.”  The study is to identify who is using higher education tax provisions; examine whether grants, loans and tax benefits provide coordinated and complementary support to students; and review the effects of federal grant, loan, and tax policies on college attendance, completion, and costs. 

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

(See “Hill Briefing” under “On the Horizon” below.) 

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report. 

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council:  SFA CIO Steve Hawald is scheduled to speak at the Council’s next Extensible Mark-up Language (XML) Standards Steering Committee meeting February 25-26.  The Council is made up of schools and third party software vendors that develop software for the administration of student aid. 

Hill Briefing:  OCLA has arranged for ODS and COO Greg Woods to brief congressional staff on March 1.  The briefing will center on matters related to ED’s Strategic Plan and SFA Modernization. 
SFA Preparing Response to VFA Final Report:  SFA is preparing a response to the GAO Final Report on Voluntary Flexible Agreements (VFAs).  The response will be submitted to OS by March 4. 

Spring Conference:  The Spring Conference is set for March 6-8 in Baltimore and is targeted to both FFEL and DL schools.  Dr. Benjamin Carson, doctor, author, educator, and champion of success in young people, is to speak on March 6.  Deputy Secretary Bill Hansen also is scheduled to speak on March 6.  In addition to sessions related to the operations of Title IV student aid, the conference will feature town meetings to listen to schools about the Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. 

SFA to Become “Federal Student Aid:”  SFA is working with OPA and ODS to announce that our office’s name is being updated from “Student Financial Assistance” to “Federal Student Aid (FSA).”  The announcement is planned for March 6, the opening day of the Spring Conference. 

Debt Management Conference:  COO Greg Woods is to speak at a Debt Management Conference sponsored by NCHELP.  The conference is March 18-20 in Dallas. 

Annual ELM Conference:  COO Greg Woods is to speak at the annual ELM Members’ Conference March 27 in San Diego. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Karen Santos Freeman at 377-4001 with any questions. 
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