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THE WEEK AHEAD

GovBenefits:  GovBenefits, the first eGov "Quicksilver II" project is scheduled to launch publicly on April 29, 2002.  The Department of Education is one of ten agencies that contributed to this initiative.  Deputy Secretary Hansen, Steve Fletcher, Craig Luigart, Candy Kane, Steve Hawald and Harry Feely plan to attend the public launch.  After FSA staff met with the GovBenefits program manager to discuss possible enhancements and features, the Department of Labor stated the feedback was the most informative from any agency and asked ED to work with them to provide additional features to the product.
Perkins eNote:  By April 30, schools will be able to use electronic signatures on the Perkins promissory notes and students will be able to access the notes.

Quarterly Operating Partners Executive Meeting:  On April 30, NCS Pearson will host the FSA Quarterly Operating Partners Executive Meeting at the Hilton Arlington & Towers.  

KEY NEWS

FAA Access Entry:  On April 9, 2002, “FAA Access Entry” moved into production. This gives Financial Aid Administrators the ability to do applications on the Web for students at their school.  FAAs will be able to offer better customer service to students and the new system will increase accuracy and speed of the application process. 

Support for Presidential Commission of Hispanic Education:  Student Aid Awareness responded to an urgent request from the Deputy Secretary's office to provide expertise at the Secretary's Town Hall meeting in Las Vegas, on April 17.  Working in partnership with FSA University and the Schools Channel, Martina Fernandez-Rosario represented FSA at this event, sponsored by the Presidential Commission on Hispanic Education.  

Response to GAO Draft Report: On April 17, FSA provided comments on the draft GAO document entitled “Federal Student Aid: Additional Management Improvements Would Clarify Strategic Direction and Enhance Accountability” for the Deputy Secretary’s signature before submission to GAO on April 23. GAO will issue the final report on April 30.

GAO Entrance Conference: On Wednesday, April 17, FSA participated in an Entrance Conference with Budget, OPE, OLCA and GAO on “Excess Student Aid.”  The GAO study examines the extent to which students may have been awarded aid in excess of financial need during the 1999-2000 school year.
Program Integrity, Settlement Agreement Executed:  On April 8, 2002, FSA executed a Settlement Agreement with Fort Valley State University, Fort Valley, GA, on issues in the administration of Title IV HEA programs. The University agreed to pay $2,167,941.00, plus 5 percent interest, over the next six years, beginning July 1, 2002.
RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report. 

ON THE HORIZON

Nothing to report.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Karen Santos Freeman at 377-4001 with any questions. 

