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THE WEEK AHEAD

GAO Improper Payments Audit: The date for the GAO Improper Payments Audit briefing to the House has been moved from June 21 to Tuesday, June 26.  On June 26, the GAO will give members of the House Subcommittee on Select Education an interim briefing on the results of their work on third-party drafts and purchase cards.  The GAO briefed SFA staff on June 19.  In addition, the briefing will also include information about seven schools that the GAO believes improperly disbursed or received Title IV funds.  

Career College Association Meeting: On June 29, the Career College Association (CCA) will hold its annual meeting in Chicago.  SFA is scheduled to participate in a panel that will discuss incentive compensation.

Students.gov at NECC: Along with FAFSA on the Web, students.gov will be exhibiting its site at the National Education Computing Conference (NECC) June 25-27.  The meeting attracts up to 40,000 professionals who work every day with SFA’s primary customers – students and their families planning for college.

KEY NEWS

VFA Focus Groups Meet: The FFEL community invited the department to a meeting on June 14 at the NCHELP offices in Washington, DC, to discuss the implementation and the future of the Voluntary Flexible Agreement (VFA) program.  They had a detailed discussion of the prospective outcomes of the VFA pilot and the upcoming report to Congress, and SFA indicated a willingness to attend future meetings, if invited.  Also, the waiver request submitted to SFA and ED by Great Lakes has been circulated to the VFA workgroup for review.  A workgroup meeting will be convened to review and provide a determination shortly.

eSign: On June 18, SFA’s Innovations office gave a presentation on eSign in Las Vegas to the Loan Education and Accounts Receivable Network (LEARN), including approximately 100 Perkins schools.

Prohibited Inducements: Deputy Secretary Bill Hansen received a joint OPE/SFA draft Dear Colleague Letter on FFEL prohibited inducements.  Meetings are being scheduled with the community to get input on the letter.
Audit Corrective Action Plan: The Schools Channel has completed action on 13 of its 25 audit action items and is working with the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) to close out these items.  Of the remaining 12 items, 9 are expected to be completed by October 31. 

The CIO’s office has completed action on 69 of its 110 action items and reported them to the OIG for closure. Three items were transferred to ED/OCIO for resolution and closure, and two additional items will be reported closed on June 26.

Negative Available Balances: SFA is working with the ED budget office on Pell and Campus-based negative available balances. A negative available balance occurs when a school draws down more money from SFA than it reports as actually expended at year’s end.  SFA and the ED budget office are working to reconcile actual balances with data in the GAPS system.

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

SFA Example of E-Gov: The Industry Advisory Council has suggested the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee invite SFA to deliver a FAFSA on the Web demonstration as an example of how e-government should work.  SFA could be asked to testify before the committee in July.

Students.gov Praised: Near the end of June, GSA’s Office of Intergovernmental Solutions electronic newsletter will publish an article about the success of students.gov and its customer-centric approach to students.

Countdown to E-Sign: SFA is on track to go live with the electronic Master Promissory Note (e-MPN) on July 2.  E-sign makes it possible to offer a totally paperless student aid process.  ED/SFA will be the first federal agency to implement an e-sign option, following the passage of E-sign and GPRA legislation.  It may be the first e-promissory note anywhere, including the private sector.

VFA Implementation: The next round of VFA visits by the Department to the VFA guarantors, to all sites except California, will occur between the weeks of July 16 and August 2.

NASFAA Conference Upcoming: COO Greg Woods has been asked to address the annual meeting of the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, which will be held in Nashville July 22-25.  SFA staff will present at many of the break-out sessions, and we traditionally host a booth that features our key products and services.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Karen Santos Freeman at 205-1531 with any questions about this report. 

