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THE WEEK AHEAD

SFA University Fall Videoconference:  This videoconference for schools, covering changes and enhancements to the FAFSA and the 2002-2003 processing system, is set for 1:00-3:00 p.m. Eastern Time, November 1.  Schools can get more info and register at www.edvideo.walcoff.com. 

KEY NEWS

MIT Action Items:  During the week ending October 26, SFA closed 10 recommendations and submitted two additional ones for closure.  SFA submitted two corrective action plans for approval.  All 14 of these items belong to SFA’s Management Letter.  OIG didn’t accept our corrective action plans to resolve 11 of OIG’s recommendations in the Management Letter.  Discussion on those items is continuing. 

To date, SFA has resolved and/or closed, with OIG concurrence, about 75% of SFA-related items.  So far, SFA has 53 approved corrective action plans in place for the 79 open OIG recommendations.  Two additional corrective action plans are pending approval and six are awaiting OIG concurrence on closure. 

That means SFA has closed or has plans in place to deal with 91.7% of OIG’s SFA-related recommendations.  
OIG Final Report on Controls Over the Audit Follow-Up Process:  This report discusses the results of OIG’s review of ED’s audit follow-up process during FY 1996-2000.  The report says (1) corrective actions weren’t always completed as reported, (2) action officials didn’t certify all corrective actions implemented, and (3) program offices didn’t have complete records of all correction actions taken.

Although half of the audits reviewed were SFA’s, all but one of the closed recommendations were confirmed as completed as agreed upon.  The OIG report says one recommendation wasn’t fully implemented at the time it was reported as completed.  SFA immediately addressed the audit’s finding, but the OIG report asks SFA to amend the description of the corrective action taken and to revise the completion date.

2002-2003 FAFSA:  We’re reviewing printer proofs of the form and the instruction booklet, now that the IRS has finalized two of the eight tax forms that affect the FAFSA.  IRS has finalized the 1040 and W2, but the 1040A, 1040EZ, Telefile, 2555 (Foreign Earned Income), 2555EZ (Foreign Earned Income Exclusion), and 4136 (Credit for Federal Tax Paid on Fuels) are still in draft. The FAFSA requires info from each of these forms, if applicable, so the 2002-2003 FAFSA cannot be finalized until the tax forms are. 

2002-2003 Drug Worksheet:  At the request of schools, we’re developing a “Printer Friendly” version of the worksheet for the drug question on the FAFSA.  

FAFSA Expressly for TRIO:  We’ve developed a customized FAFSA Express module for TRIO sites and, working with the ED Grants Office, the association of TRIO sites, and others, we’ve let sites know we’ll send out more info in mid-November.  The plan is to give the sites instructions to help them log onto the Student Aid Internet Gateway (SAIG), conduct a connectivity test, and draw down the FAFSA Express software. 

2001 CFC Extended:  The 2001 ED Combined Federal Campaign has been extended three weeks.  Rather than winding up on November 9, the campaign will wrap up November 30.  ED is 32.3% of the way toward its $500,000 goal.  Contributions total $161,369, and 443 (13.7%) of ED’s Washington staff have contributed. 

So far, three ED offices have surpassed their goal—OCLA, OVAE, and ODS.  Two offices have yet to contribute—OIIA and OESE.  Staff will hold bake sales and charity fairs on October 31 at the FOB-6, OPE, and Union Center Plaza, with all proceeds going to a fund for the children of Pentagon victims. 

RESOLUTION OF KEY ISSUES

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report. 

REGULATORY ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

POLICY DOCUMENTS

Nothing to report.

GRANT ACTIVITIES

Nothing to report.

ON THE HORIZON

Electronic Access Conferences:  Next week, the first EAC will convene in Reno, Nevada.  Registration for the November 5-7 conference is 1,400.  The second conference is set for November 27-29 in Baltimore, and registration stands at 847.  The final 2001 EAC will be December 11-13 in Chicago and registration so far is 639. 

Final Phase of SFA Move:  On November 9, the final phase of our move to Union Center Plaza will begin.  Beginning November 12, all DC-based SFA staff will “reside” in the new facility. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please contact Karen Santos Freeman at 205-1531 with any questions. 

