Today there are 6 news articles for your review.
Battle Brewing Over Provision Of HEA That Denies College Aid To Applicants Formerly Convicted Of Drug Crime 
The Biloxi Sun Herald Chicago Tribune (1/6, Rubin) reports, "Thousands of college-aid applicants have been denied federal money over the last five years because they were convicted of possessing or selling drugs - a policy supporters say serves as a deterrent to drug use and ensures that aid goes to those who deserve it. But opponents are gearing up to jettison the provision when the Higher Education Act comes up for renewal this year, arguing that education should not be used as a weapon in the war on drugs. The policy disproportionately hurts lower-income families who are least able to afford college tuition, they say, while noting that punishment for such offenses is already meted out in court." The Herald continues, "More than 100 student governments have called for the policy to be revoked. Some institutions - including Yale University, Western Washington University, Hampshire College in Massachusetts and Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania - are so opposed to the policy that they will reimburse students who have lost aid because of it. On average, about 47,000 of the 10.5 million federal aid applicants lose their eligibility every year, according to the American Council on Education, the major coordinating body for the nation's higher education institutions." The Herald adds, "Those with one drug offense are ineligible for one year for government grants or federally backed loans; a second conviction bars applicants for two years. However, they can regain eligibility upon completion of an approved drug-rehabilitation program. The mere presence of the drug query rankles critics. Others groups - from conservative Christians to mainline anti-drug organizations - endorse the idea. 'There's no entitlement to this money,' said Sue Thau, a public policy consultant to Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America. Steve Dnistrian, an executive with Partnership for a Drug-Free America, also believes it acts as a deterrent." 
January Begins Filing Period For Financial Aid 
The Porterville Recorder (1/6, ,Gillett) reports, "If your student plans to continue his or her education after high school graduation, whether they attend a community college, four-year college or university, or private institution the question in mind is how will you pay for the education? January opens the filing period for federal and state college financial assistance for the Fall 2004-05 school year. The two most important forms that must be submitted if your student wants to apply for financial aid for college is by completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the Grade Point Average Verification Form." The Recorder continues, "The U.S. Department of Education offers different programs that offer financial assistance. In order for parents and students to know what financial assistance they qualify for, they must complete the FAFSA. California residents who plan to attend a California college can apply for Cal Grant consideration. Cal Grant A is awarded to students who earned a GPA of 3.0 or higher, meet the financial criteria and plan to attend a four-year college or university. It grants tuition and fees. Cal Grant B provides living allowances, tuition and fees. GPA and financial need is considered." The Recorder adds, "The earlier that students and parents submit the FAFSA and the GPA Verification Form, the more money may be awarded. For more information on Cal Grants go to or to the California Student Aid Commission's Web site. Considering the expenses of $19,280 for an undergraduate in California for the 2003-04 academic year, it is very important that all students and parents file the two most important forms in order to determine whether they qualify for college financial assistance." 
New Visa Requirements Expected To Reduce Foreign Students 
The Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle (1/7, Schontzler) reports, "The new federal policy of fingerprinting and photographing all foreign visitors requiring visas will affect many of the 350 international students at Montana State University. Norm Peterson, MSU's international programs director, said Tuesday the new policy is a step in the right direction because it doesn't discriminate or single out students for scrutiny. That was one of the criticisms from universities nationwide when the federal government required them last year to join SEVIS, a computer system for tracking foreign students. SEVIS was launched even though only one of the 19 hijackers in the Sept. 11 attacks was in the United States on a student visa, Peterson said." But "MSU's international office is more concerned about other changes proposed by the federal government. Peterson is particularly worried about a proposal to pay for the SEVIS system by charging foreign students a nonrefundable fee of up to $100. Students would have to pay before they know if the U.S. will let them study in this country." 

Many Texas Students Face Tuition Hikes 
KHOU-TV (1/6, Rogalski) reports, "The New Year means new rules when it comes to paying for college tuition. Most Texas schools are raising rates, but 11 News has found there's actually an upside to the rising cost of a college education. Between books and fees, and now a 40 plus percent tuition increase, University of Houston students like Lorena Caesar, are getting stretched to the max. 'And I really don't want to take loans but I have to in order to put my way through school,' said Caesar. "KHOU continues, The UH Main Campus tops the list with a 41 percent tuition hike this semester. Other branches and the University of Texas Austin follow in the double digits. And Texas A&M University comes in at just under 10 percent. It's not all bad news though, because under the new law a part of the extra money coming in must go to a new program, which allows students to get their degree for free. It's called B-on-Time. It provides current and incoming college students zero interest loans, then forgives them if the student finishes in four years with a B average." 

Researchers Say Improving Secondary Education Is Key To Increasing Minorities In College 
Jay P. Greene a senior fellow and Greg Forster is a senior research associate at the Manhattan Institute's Education Research Office write in an op-ed for The Washington Post (1/7, A21), "Affirmative action in college admissions is among the most controversial issues in education, but both sides in the debate overestimate its importance. The truth is that affirmative action is largely irrelevant to increasing minority representation in higher education. The primary obstacle to getting more minority students into college is that only one in five of such students graduate from high school with the bare minimum qualifications needed even to apply to four-year colleges." Greene and Forster continue, "Think of the K-12 educational system as a pipeline: Students enter the pipe in preschool and, if all goes well, flow all the way through and out the other end into college. But some students 'leak' out of the pipeline by dropping out of school or failing to acquire college-ready skills . And when it comes to minority students, the pipe is currently so leaky that only a trickle of those students flow into college. Expanding affirmative action policies and financial assistance is like opening the spigot at the end of the pipe wider: It's beside the point if the pipe is leaking badly. We can beef up affirmative action all we like and it won't increase the flow of minority students into college, because the K-12 system just doesn't produce enough college-ready high school graduates." Greene and Forster add, "Almost half of minority students fail to graduate from high school with a regular diploma. Students who do graduate can't apply to college unless they have taken a certain number of English, math and other courses while in high school. Virtually all colleges believe this minimum set of high school courses is necessary for students to acquire college-ready skills. More than half of minority high school graduates lack these required courses and are unable to apply to college. The only strategy that can meaningfully improve minority representation in higher education is to improve the quality of the K-12 education system so that it produces more college-ready minority students. We might disagree about how the K-12 system can best be improved, but we should stop wasting our energies on heated debates over affirmative action and focus them on the source of the problem. Unless we fix the leaks in the K-12 education pipeline, no higher education policy can possibly improve minority opportunities to attend college." 

State Education Budgets Said Still To Be Under Pressure
Education Week (1/7, Hoff) reports, "With the opening of the 2004 state legislative season at hand, school lobbyists will struggle once again for funding that keeps up with the growing costs of public education. Despite rosy economic news, highlighted by the 8.2 percent surge in the nation's economy in the third quarter of 2003, state coffers aren't growing at a pace to meet the needs of schools and other high-priority programs such as Medicaid and prisons, budget experts say. 'Revenue is no longer plummeting, but it remains weak,' said Donald J. Boyd, the director of fiscal studies for the Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government in Albany, N.Y., who tracks total state spending. 'We've stopped falling, but the problem is we're way below where we were' before state budgets started feeling the impact of the recession in 2001. The potential for tight funding comes after schools have already scaled back under recession-driven budgets, the experts say. Meanwhile, states face new costs as they try to comply with the federal No Child Left Behind Act." And "overall, 21 states are forecasting shortfalls, totaling $40 billion, which amounts to about 11 percent of their operating budgets, according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
