Today there are 6 news articles for your information

California May Make University Tuition More Predictable 
The Santa Rosa Press Democrat (1/15, Vega) reports, "When it comes to scraping up the money to send her children to college, DeAnna LaFave, a part-time bookkeeper for a small construction company, is willing to do whatever it takes. Worst-case scenarios include asking her mother for a loan or taking out a line of credit on her family's Santa Rosa home." But "exactly how much money she and her husband, George LaFave, a general contractor, will need to send their children to a state college or university remains a mystery. Fee increases in the California State University and University of California systems have fluctuated from year to year, depending on the economy. A proposal by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger could change that by making increases more predictable for students and parents footing the bills. His plan would link increases to per-capita personal income and limit them to 10 percent a year."

Senate Urged To Create Board Overseeing Title VI 
Kenneth D. Whitehead, director of international education programs in the department of education between 1982 and 1986 and deputy assistant secretary for higher-education programs and assistant secretary for postsecondary education from 1986-1989, writes in National Review Online (1/15), "The U.S. Senate is about to consider H.R. 3077, the International Studies in Higher Education Act -- a bill to reform the system of federal subsidies to academic programs of 'area studies,' including Middle East studies. (The shorthand term for these subsidies is 'Title VI.') The legislation has been criticized by some academics, since it would establish a new advisory board for the program. As the federal official who administered and supervised Title VI from 1982 through 1989, I know the program inside and out -- and I know that it needs an advisory board." Now "remember that Title VI originated in the National Defense Education Act of 1958, passed at the height of the Cold War. At that time, developing American expertise in foreign- language and area studies was deemed vital to our national defense. But in later years, and especially after Title VI was rolled over into the Higher Education Act of 1965, academic beneficiaries managed to turn the program into a virtual entitlement. As a result, we were not getting a good value for our dollar. ... It was a common assumption in my day that the graduates of the government-operated Foreign Service Institute and Defense Language Institute were more proficient in 'hard' languages than their university-trained colleagues." And "the plain fact is that we are still woefully short of the kind of language and area expertise that we need in diplomacy, defense, and intelligence. Title VI subsidies have successfully encouraged America's universities to establish programs in the study of many languages that might not otherwise have been taught. But we are still not producing enough of the language-proficient foreign-area specialists that the nation requires." And "government has a duty, in expending resources, to assure that national needs are being met, before subsidizing other activities. And right now those needs are not being met, putting all of us in peril. For any new board to be effective, it must be made up of appointees who know something about our nation's requirements." And "as the federal official who administered and supervised Title VI for almost a decade, I know I would have welcomed legislation like HR 3077. I strongly urge the Senate to pass the bill." 

California's Community Colleges Need More Funding Says Report 
The Associated Press (1/15, Coleman) reports, "State education officials should increase both the state's investment into California's 108 community colleges, and raise fees, a study released Wednesday recommended. The state's community colleges serve about 2.5 million students, but has been consistently shortchanged in budget decisions, even as state officials have made public education a priority, said Patrick Murphy, the report's author and the director of the University of San Francisco's McCarthy Center for Public Service. Even with a 60 percent fee increase last year, community college students pay only about 5 percent of the cost of their education, Murphy said. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, in his preliminary budget plan for 2004-05, proposed raising fees by another 30 percent -- from $18 per unit to $26 per unit. Students who already have bachelors degrees would pay $50 per unit. Murphy said the community college fees should be raised, but only if 'the money remains in the system, and isn't used to offset the deficit.'" Murphy "found the two state-funded university systems -- the California State University and University of California -- have seen more a more than 20 percent increase in per-student state funding between 1971 and 2001. But the California Community College system saw an only 4 percent increase in per-pupil funds during that time, he said." 
The San Jose Mercury News (1/15, Bartindale) reports, "As students and educators denounce the governor's proposal to raise community college fees again next year, a University of San Francisco researcher is urging higher fees as a way to protect quality and access in the state's largest college system. The state also should make good on the existing funding guarantee for community colleges, which it has largely ignored, said Patrick Murphy, an associate professor of political science. His study was released today by the Public Policy Institute of California. Murphy's study reports that California's 108 community colleges, which serve about 1.6 million residents, are among the worst funded in the nation: California trails the national average in revenue per student by 23 percent and ranks 45th out of 49 states. Even with the 63 percent fee increase that took effect this fall, their fees are by far the country's lowest." 
Ideas For Increasing College Enrollment Of Poorer Students Put Forward 
USA Today (1/15, Toppo) reports in an interview with Richard Kahlenberg, editor of America's Untapped Resource: Low-Income Students in Higher Education, "Nearly 40 years after Congress passed the Higher Education Act, low-income students are still much less likely to attend college than their wealthy or middle-class peers." And "low-income students are virtually shut out of the nation's most selective colleges." Also "financial aid funding hasn't kept up with rising costs. In the mid-1970s, for example, the maximum Pell Grant for low-income and working-class families covered nearly 40% of the average cost of attending a four-year private college; now it covers about 15%." Another reason is that "many low-income students get a lousy K-12 education." Now "No Child Left Behind, which President Bush signed in 2002, seeks to improve the education of all students by raising standards and improving teacher quality, but we won't know for some time how much difference it will make." Further "funding for the Pell Grant should be restored to achieve the purchasing power it provided in the 1970s. The Gearup and Trio programs, which provide remedial academics for low-income students, should be doubled in size -- currently they reach only 10% of eligible students. Elite colleges should provide affirmative action for poor and working-class students of all races." And "the increase in Pell Grant funding would cost about $12 billion; doubling Trio and Gearup would cost $1 billion. That's far less than the cost of just the dividends and capital gains component of the recent tax cut. Smart, hardworking kids from low-income backgrounds deserve a chance to go as far as their talents will take them. These students represent a huge untapped resource for the country. We can't afford not to give them genuine opportunity." 

WV: House Ed Chairman Says He Would Support Tax Increase Over Harmful Cuts To Education 
The Associated Press (1/14, Barker) reports, "House Education Chairman Jerry Mezzatesta told members of the West Virginia Board of Education on Wednesday he would support a tax increase rather than make harmful budget cuts to education. 'I do not see how you can cut $120 million out of any budget without some type of impact on education,'' Mezzatesta said during a meeting with the board on the first day of this year's 60-day session. 'It's not popular but I firmly believe no one can talk about not wanting to cut something and at the same time not be willing to step up to the plate to help fund it.'" AP adds, "Last month Gov. Bob Wise asked the board to help the state avoid a $120 million deficit next fiscal year. More than half of the state's $3.034 billion budget -- $1.6 billion -- is spent on public education." 

Former Director At Tribal College Found Guilty Of Mailing False Reports 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (1/15, Hebel) reports, "A former development director at a tribal college in Wisconsin was found guilty this week of mailing false reports to administrators of the state's vocational and technical colleges, including documents that claimed federal funds were being used to support the job training of students who never received such help. On Tuesday, a federal jury in Madison, Wis., found Thomas Flaschberger guilty of three counts of mail fraud. Mr. Flaschberger worked at the Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College from 1994 to 2002. He now faces up to 20 years in prison for each count of fraud and a fine of as much as $750,000. A sentencing hearing is scheduled for March." The CHE adds, "Mr. Flaschberger was accused of mailing reports that falsely claimed that about 40 students were receiving federal money that his college and another Wisconsin tribal college -- the College of Menominee Nation -- had been allocated under the Perkins grant program. Funds from that program, which are appropriated by the U.S. Congress but administered by state officials, help community colleges and high schools provide vocational training and support services, such as tutoring and counseling for students in job-oriented programs." The CHE adds, "Mr. Flaschberger also was found to have mailed a document that detailed an agreement, which was never made, among Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College, the College of Menominee Nation, and private businesses. The document said that the institutions had agreed to prepare students for jobs with those companies. From 1994 to 2001, Wisconsin technical-college officials allocated almost $1-million in Perkins grants to the two tribal colleges. Mr. Flaschberger was accused of making personal use of more than $10,000 of those funds, including travel expenses unrelated to his work at the college." 
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