Today there are 11 news articles for your information

USED May Keep Master List Of Accredited Colleges And Universities 
The Washington Technology (1/15, Wait and Dizard) reported, "The Education Department is considering the creation of a master list of accredited colleges and universities in the United States, as a way to protect prospective students and employers from diploma mills. That proposal was floated at a meeting hosted by the department today and attended by several federal agencies and representatives of states that have laws banning the use of degrees from unaccredited schools. Officials from the Office of Personnel Management, General Accounting Office, FBI, Federal Trade Commission and the Education Department met for several hours with officials from Oregon, New Jersey, Illinois and North Dakota, the states most active in preventing the use of degrees from diploma mills." 
The Denver Post (1/16, Alsever) reports, "The U.S. Department of Education should explore creating an online list of accredited colleges and universities to help stop the proliferation of phony degrees from online diploma mills, a committee of lawmakers and federal officials concluded Thursday. The recommendation emerged from the first-ever 'diploma mill summit,' organized by the Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs to coordinate efforts to crack down on the use of fake degrees to obtain employment or promotions. Diploma mills pretend to be legitimate universities but sell diplomas from sham universities for $160 to $3,000 rather than offering degrees for coursework or academic achievement. Collins organized the summit with Education Secretary Rod Paige and brought together officials from the Office of Personnel Management, the General Accounting Office, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Federal Trade Commission, as well as representatives from Oregon, New Jersey, North Dakota and Illinois, which have passed laws cracking down on diploma mills." 

Sallie Mae Reports Record Growth Last Year 
The Washington Business Journal (1/15, Clabaugh) reports, "SLM Corp. says it originated a record $15.2 billion in student loans last year, a 23 percent increase over loan originations in 2002. The Reston-based company, commonly known as Sallie Mae, also reports higher earnings for the year. Full-year net income rose to $1.53 billion, up from $792 million in 2002. Fourth-quarter net income was $264 million, down from $306 million in the same quarter a year ago." The Business Journal adds, "Sallie Mae has made several recent acquisitions to expand its student loan base, and the services it can sell its 7 million borrowers. Sallie Mae ended the year with almost $89 billion in managed student loans. The company said in a statement it expects continued growth through 2004." 
U Of California Regents Says Certain Aspects Of Schwarzenegger's Budget Proposal Are Not Unworkable 
The San Diego Union Tribune (1/15, Yang) reports, "University of California regents generally support Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's 2004-05 budget proposal for UC, which includes about $372 million in cuts, but they say certain elements such as reductions in financial aid and faculty funding are unworkable. Some regents and administrators said they are concerned about a proposed increase in graduate student fees by 40 percent, which could discourage bright graduate students from enrolling at UC. A 40 percent increase means those living within the state would pay about $8,931 in total fees per year." The Tribune adds, "Schwarzenegger's proposed cuts represent the fourth consecutive year of reduced state allocations for UC. During those four years, UC said state support has dropped by 16 percent, while student enrollment has grown by 16 percent. Regents and administrators yesterday listed several areas they want protected, and they also considered cuts and alternatives to raise revenue." 
Schwarzenegger's Education Cuts Jeopardize Future Of Outreach Program 
The Argus (1/15, Graham) reports, "Eric Escoto is the quintessential overachiever, the poster child for disadvantaged students who have overcome personal obstacles to realize their dreams of attending college. A junior majoring in biology at California State University, Hayward, Escoto says he would never have gained admission into the university had it not been for the Educational Opportunity Program. Now, he fears, EOP will not be around much longer to serve other low-income or academically disadvantaged students." The Argus adds, "Escoto's concerns are well-founded. Hidden in Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's budget proposal is a $52 million general-fund reduction for CSU outreach programs. Among the proposed cuts would be the $37 million used by 22 of the 23 CSU campuses to fund EOP, a program that provides admission and retention-support services for low-income and educationally disadvantaged students." 
Florida House Democrats Unveil Proposal To Honor Pre-Paid Tuition Contracts 
The Associated Press (1/15) reports, "Florida House Democrats are out with a proposal to guarantee the state will honor its nearly 1 million prepaid college tuition contracts. Miramar Legislator Ken Gottlieb is pushing a plan that would protect all existing contracts, even if the state program runs into financial problems because of large tuition increases. In his words, 'a deal is a deal.'" AP adds, "Trying to offset state budget cuts, state legislators last year hit students at universities and community colleges with the biggest tuition increase in recent times. That forced the state's prepaid tuition program to take $200 million from its reserve fund to cover the cost of students now in college and raise the cost of new contracts being sold." 
Georgia Lawmakers Go Through Finances Of HOPE Scholarship Looking For Ways To Cut Costs 
WTVM, GA (1/15) reports, "A marathon study session greeted lawmakers Thursday as they started slogging through the finances of the HOPE Scholarship, looking for ways to cut costs so the program doesn't run aground in a few years. Experts briefed lawmakers on a 56-page recommendation released last month after a year of study. The popular lottery-funded scholarship -- which covers books, fees and tuition for 'B' students -- could outstrip lottery receipts by 2007 if changes aren't made." WTVM adds, "Among the culprits: lifting the initial income cap of $66,000 for eligibility, allowing students whose college grades dip below a three-point-oh grade point average to re-apply for the scholarship later, and allowing the poorest recipients to get both HOPE and federal Pell grants." 
Kansas College Students Not Likely To Get Relief From Tuition Increases 
The Kansas City Star (1/15, Sullinger) reports, "Kansas college students shouldn't expect relief from hefty tuition increases just because state universities could get an extra $18 million from the state next year. That's because higher education still is trying to recover from a $44 million budget cut in 2002, Janice B. DeBauge, chairwoman of the Kansas Board of Regents, said Wednesday during a news conference at the Kansas statehouse. To make money stretch, she said, university officials have delayed $700 million in maintenance projects." The City Star adds, "After the $44 million budget rescission by former Gov. Bill Graves, the regents approved tuition increases of 20.7 percent at the University of Kansas and 20.3 percent at Kansas State University for the current academic year. Students at the state's four smaller public universities saw increases ranging from 9.8 percent at Fort Hays State to 21.1 percent at Pittsburg State." 
Maryland And Virginia Lawmakers Consider Plans To Stabilize Tuition Increases 
The Washington Post (1/16, Argetsinger) reports, "The series of tuition increases imposed last year at Maryland public universities emerged as a defining issue in discussions over the future of higher education funding in Annapolis yesterday. Leaders of the state's university system told legislators they need a more steady level of public funding to avert the need for sudden tuition increases, as happened last summer in response to state budget cuts. With in-state rates for undergraduates now the sixth highest among public universities across the nation, 'we are too high,' said system Chancellor William E. Kirwan. But several lawmakers are looking at the same double-digit percentage increases as a reason to impose new regulations on the cost of higher education. One bill proposes to limit the rise in tuition to the rate of inflation, while another would allow universities to phase in higher rates only with each entering class." And "a similar round of large tuition increases at Virginia's public universities last spring also is spurring discussion among lawmakers there. While Gov. Mark R. Warner (D) unveiled a tax overhaul that would provide colleges an additional $144 million over the next two years, three of the state's leading institutions are promoting a plan under which they would sacrifice some future increases in state funding in exchange for the ability to set their tuition rates." 
Commissioners New Funding Formula Could Bring Oregon CCs An Increase In Funding 
The Bend Bulletin (1/15, Lyon) reports, "Cam Preus-Braly, commissioner of the Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development, has recommended a new funding formula for community colleges that could lead to the release of $10.7 million by legislators for community colleges in Oregon. If the formula is approved by the State Board of Education, which meets Friday in Salem, and legislators release the money, Central Oregon Community College could see an approximately $1.2 million increase in its 2004-05 state funding, according to Matt McCoy, vice president of the college." The Bulletin adds, "Lawmakers had been holding back the dollars while a new funding formula was discussed. Preus-Braly described her formula Wednesday night as something of a resolution to an ongoing dispute on how community colleges are funded -- though she said more work would need to be done on a long-term formula." 
Rappahannock CC Ranked Fastest-Growing In The Nation
The King George (VA) Journal Press (1/14) reports, "Community College Week, an independent newspaper circulated throughout the United States, reported in its December 8 issue that among public two-year colleges with enrollment between 2,500 and 4,999 students, Rappahannock Community College is the fastest-growing in the nation. Community College Week's annual report of enrollment growth compares the number of individual students served-'all students enrolled in courses creditable toward a diploma, certificate, degree, or other formal award'-for the fall semesters of 2001 and 2002. RCC's enrollment increased from 2058 to 2847 students between those two semesters, a growth rate of 38.3 percent." 
MD: State Receives Mixed Grades From Education Week Report 
The Washington Post (1/16, Chenoweth) reports, "To keep everyone up to date, I thought I'd let you know that Education Week -- the premier source of information about education issues in the nation -- gave Maryland mixed reviews last week in its annual 'Quality Counts' issue, which rates all the states in their efforts to improve student performance. As it has in the past, Maryland received an A in standards and accountability, a recognition that the state has established standards that students are supposed to meet at different grade levels and tests to see whether students meet those standards. It is also an acknowledgment that Maryland does a good job providing clear information on standards, assessments, student performance, attendance and so forth on its Web site, www.marylandpublicschools.org. This is the infrastructure that lets us know how students are doing, and Maryland deserves to be recognized for its sophistication -- which is far beyond most other states'. But Maryland's sophistication just lets us know with tremendous precision the inadequacies of our schools." So "Maryland received a C+ in its efforts to improve teacher quality" and "Maryland received a D for school climate." Also "the grades on school resources and equity -- B and D, respectively -- are based on budget information from 2001, meaning they do not reflect the commitment Maryland has made since then to fund public schools through the Thornton legislation. They do indicate some of the reasons why that legislation was passed, however." 

Outside Mediator Will Be Used To Ease Tension Between Students, Parents And Principal 
The Washington Post (1/15, Hernandez, AA3) reports, "Months after students, parents and Annapolis High School Principal Deborah Hall Williams began clashing over her administrative style, she has agreed to let an outside mediator come in to help quell the tensions that have resulted in student protests, a provocative Web site and elected leaders' calls for calm at the school. Williams and her faculty this month began meeting with the Community Conferencing Center, a Baltimore-based group that works to resolve conflicts in schools and organizations across the state. The center plans to conduct several more sessions, including one involving county school Superintendent Eric J. Smith on Jan. 23. A session with parents of Annapolis High students is also planned."
 
Nonprofit Groups Donate $500, 000 To Baltimore City Academic Programs
The WBAL Channel.com (1/15) reports, "Nonprofit groups have given the Baltimore City school system $500,000 for improvements in specific academic programs. The announcement was made at a city middle school Thursday, not at district headquarters where more people were getting pink slips. Half of the money -- $250,000 -- comes from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and will be used to develop a kindergarten-through-12th-grade curriculum." WBAL continues, "The remaining funds were donated by the Open Society Institute to help support middle school reform. School officials said the two grants will help them meet new state education standards."

General Assembly Faced With Finding Ways To Fund Thornton
The Owings Mills-Times (1/15, Klein) reports, "The one point most politicians in Annapolis seem to be able to agree on lately is that the Thornton education legislation must be fully funded, despite a mounting budget deficit. But whether that will be accomplished by slashing programs, raising taxes, licensing slot machines or stretching the funding over the next few years is sure to be one of the most hotly debated issues during the General Assembly that convened this week. A new public opinion poll showing most Marylanders would support extending funding may give credence to those who would slow down Thornton's timetable _ but it hasn't persuaded key lawmakers to reconsider their positions." The Mills-Times adds, "The state will not be able to meet the requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act without the Thornton funding, state schools Superintendent Nancy Grasmick told lawmakers. The issue is further complicated by a Baltimore City lawsuit brought by the American Civil Liberties Union on behalf of Baltimore City parents. Judge Joseph H. H. Kaplan ordered the state to provide an additional $250 million to improve the troubled city school system." 


Howard County Superintendent Failed To Money For Full-Day Kindergarten Into Budget 
The Washington Post  (1/15, Mui, HO3) reports, "Howard County Board of Education members vowed to find a way to include money for full-day kindergarten at some of the county's neediest schools even though Superintendent John O'Rourke, in a surprise move, failed to put it in his $480.7 million operating budget for next fiscal year. The school system was expected to spend $3.1 million to begin its kindergarten plan at the start of the upcoming school year at the 10 elementary schools with the highest poverty rates. The move would have been Howard's first step in complying with a state mandate that all schools offer full-day kindergarten for all students and half-day pre-kindergarten for needy children by 2007." The Post adds, "Howard is the only county in the state that does not have full-day kindergarten classes school-wide. In some districts, such as Prince George's County, all kindergartners have a full day of class. Almost half of elementary schools in Montgomery County offer the program." 
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The series of tuition increases imposed last year at Maryland public universities emerged as a defining issue in discussions over the future of higher education funding in Annapolis yesterday. 

Leaders of the state's university system told legislators they need a more steady level of public funding to avert the need for sudden tuition increases, as happened last summer in response to state budget cuts. With in-state rates for undergraduates now the sixth highest among public universities across the nation, "we are too high," said system Chancellor William E. Kirwan. 

But several lawmakers are looking at the same double-digit percentage increases as a reason to impose new regulations on the cost of higher education. One bill proposes to limit the rise in tuition to the rate of inflation, while another would allow universities to phase in higher rates only with each entering class. 

"Our goal is to make it possible for working families to still send their children to the University of Maryland," said Del. Herbert H. McMillan (R-Annapolis), sponsor of the bill seeking to peg increases to inflation. McMillan argued that the schools must curb costs by "making necessary housekeeping changes" before they can earn a new influx in funding. 

Senate Democrats, however, are planning legislation that would strike something of a middle ground: limiting tuition increases to 4 percent a year, but only as long as state funding increases by 5 percent. "We get what we pay for here," said Sen. Brian E. Frosh (D-Montgomery). "If you cut the university's budget and then tell them they can't raise it through tuition, you're providing access to mediocrity." 

A similar round of large tuition increases at Virginia's public universities last spring also is spurring discussion among lawmakers there. While Gov. Mark R. Warner (D) unveiled a tax overhaul that would provide colleges an additional $144 million over the next two years, three of the state's leading institutions are promoting a plan under which they would sacrifice some future increases in state funding in exchange for the ability to set their tuition rates. 

Maryland's universities enjoyed generous increases in state funding through the 1990s, part of a larger effort to enhance their national stature. The increases evaporated two years ago, though, as the state's economy took a tumble. Last year, the institutions' budgets were cut by about $120 million; officials responded by eliminating several hundred jobs and raising tuition as much as 21 percent. 

At the University of Maryland, the flagship campus in College Park, in-state undergraduates are paying $6,759 this year in tuition and mandatory fees, up from the $5,670 advertised a year earlier before a 5 percent midyear increase. 

Some Republicans, including McMillan, have charged that waste and extravagance lie at the heart of the crisis. In an interview yesterday, McMillan noted that tuition had risen steadily, by about 4.5 percent a year, even during the era of bountiful state funding. He suggested that the institutions may be top-heavy with overpaid administrators. And he argued that they are undercharging out-of-state students, who are paying $17,433 at the College Park campus this year. 

During a hearing yesterday before the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee, Kirwan and other officials said they are conducting an extensive review of the system to search for inefficiencies. 

They argued, though, that their staffs are leaner than those in most other states, with one administrator for every 97.1 students, compared with a national average of one for every 67.6 students. 

They also said their faculty salaries are competitive but not extraordinary for academia. 

McMillan's bill, which has 12 co-sponsors, would cap tuition increases for the next two years. He said he is considering introducing a bill that would ban midyear increases as well. 

Kirwan decried the proposal yesterday, saying it would force deeper cuts and hurt the quality of the institutions. "I thought we'd come to understand in our country that price controls don't work," he said. "That's what it would be." 

A bill introduced by Del. Robert A. McKee (R-Washington County) would impose a policy of staggered tuition rates, in which each entering class would be guaranteed to pay the same rate every year. Illinois instituted a similar measure last year. 

"I'm looking for a way that doesn't tie the hands of the universities" but allows families to count on predictable tuition costs, McKee said. 

Kirwan said McKee's proposal merits study. He warned, though, that in a fiscal crisis, the system would be forced to place the burden of an outsized tuition increase on a single entering class. 

Frosh's proposal, which he said will have 24 co-sponsors in the Senate, would require the governor to provide a steady level of funding for higher education, similar to provisions made for some health programs and elementary and secondary education. 

"It provides for a reliable stream of funds for the university and a reliable set of obligations for students and their parents," he said. 
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