Today there are 8 news articles for your information

Texas Students Upset By Private School Provision In College Aid Bill 
WFAA -TV Dallas, Texas (1/20, 10:21 PM CST, Kofler) reported, "Some Texas lawmakers said they overlooked an important detail when they passed a popular student loan program. Now, some public university students believe they could end up paying for students to attend expensive, private schools. UT students returning this spring are digging deeper into bank accounts to pay higher tuition. Student government leaders said they expected the extra money to be used at their school." But "what students have now learned is that five percent of their increase will go into a no-interest loan program that could also benefit students at dozens of private universities, including North Texas schools SMU and TCU." And "some lawmakers said they were unaware of how the loans would eventually be paid out. 
Tuition Deregulation Said To Limit Access To Higher Education 
Texas State Rep. Garnet Coleman, chairman of the Legislative Black Caucus, writes in an op-ed in the Dallas Morning News (1/21), "The passage of legislation deregulating tuition marks the end of an era of accountability and affordability in Texas public higher education. For the first time in history, the Legislature has abdicated its responsibility for setting the maximum tuition rates that state-supported colleges and universities are allowed to charge students and their families. Instead, university system regents -- not elected officeholders -- now have complete autonomy to set the rates as high as they desire, with no direct accountability to the taxpayers." Despite "knowing full well that it would further strain the ability of many students to pursue a college education, our shortsighted leaders forged ahead with their plan to deregulate tuition. Students holding down jobs to pay for their college education will be required to work even longer hours or take out additional student loans to cover the cost of unchecked tuition increases. The University of Texas System, for example, announced spring 2004 tuition hikes of 11 percent and 22 percent for its Arlington and Dallas campuses respectively." So "at a time when we should be opening doors to more students and making higher education more accessible, we ultimately may be locking out more and more Texans with this disastrous change in public policy." 
Study Finds Texas' Top 10% Admission Law Has Not Driven State's Brightest Away 
WOAI Radio 1200 San Antonio (1/20) reported, "Texas universities' top 10 percent admission law does not keep smart students who fail to graduate at the top of their class from getting into the state's most competitive universities, according to a new study. The Princeton University study, released Monday, also found that the law has not created an exodus of the state's brightest students to out-of-state schools, as some critics have feared." WOAI adds, "The study's findings debunks common perceptions about the law, which grants all students who graduate in the top 10 percent of their class automatic admission to any Texas public college. Researchers interviewed 13,803 Texas high school seniors about their college plans in 2002. A year later, they re-interviewed a random sample of 5,200 students to determine were they actually enrolled. The study found that 75 percent of high-achieving students who did not graduate in the top 10 percent were still able to enroll at Texas A&M or the University of Texas if they wanted, and 71 percent whose top choice was another four-year state school also got accepted." 

West Virginia Program Gives Black Students Aid For College 
The Huntington (WV) Herald Dispatch (1/21, Tarbett) reports, "Students who face roadblocks in getting a college degree, graduate degree or medical degree now have a new option. With the help of the Health Sciences and Technology Academy, Cabell-Lincoln Region, 'They'll be able to go to school and do it on our dime,' David Cartwright, co-chairman of the local academy, told a crowd at the 'Focus on Youth' event of the Marshall University's 11th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Symposium. 'Does that sound good?' he asked the students and parents there. 'Oh, yes,' they responded. The program has been going on in other portions of the state but is new this year to this region. It provides college tuition for black students and financially disadvantaged students who maintain academic standards while going through the HSTA program

529 Plans Boosted By Stronger 2003 Returns 
USA Today (1/21, Block) reports, "College savings 529 plans are rebounding sharply after taking a beating from the bear market and the mutual fund trading scandal. Several of the USA's largest college savings plans posted higher returns in 2003, which led to a surge of new investments. Among the best performers: age-based portfolios, which invest heavily in stocks early on and shift to more conservative investments as children approach college age." And "before the turnaround, some critics of 529 plans questioned whether they had much of a future. Many suffered big losses in the bear market. Several are managed by companies implicated in the fund scandal, which has shaken some investors' confidence." But "advocates for 529 plans hope last year's strong returns will help them withstand competition from other tax-preferred accounts." 

Florida Governor Bush Proposes 7.5 Percent Tuition Increase 
The Tampa Tribune (1/21, Haber) reports, "Gov. Jeb Bush on Tuesday proposed raising tuition 7.5 percent at the state's universities and 5 percent at community colleges, avoiding double-digit increases officials said could wreak havoc on the Bright Futures scholarship and prepaid tuition programs. If left intact by state lawmakers, the higher tuition would come on top of an 8.5 percent increase this year for in-state undergraduates. Sen. Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, a champion of the state's lottery funded scholarship and prepaid plans, said the increases were 'a little bit more than I would have liked' but should not significantly affect the popular programs. Bush also said he wants to distribute an additional $144 million to the state's public universities and $104.5 million to community colleges, increases of 5.7 and 7.6 percent, respectively, over the current year." 
The Miami Herald (1/21, Steinback) reports, "Florida undergraduates at the state's 11 public universities would face another 7.5 percent tuition increase in Gov. Jeb Bush's proposed 2004-2005 budget -- piled atop the 8.5 percent increase they were hit with last year. Bush's plan would increase overall funding for the university system by 5.7 percent, or $144.1 million -- $58 million because of increased tuition -- over the current year. That would be welcome relief to a system that absorbed $40 million in funding cuts last year despite growing by more than 16,000 students." 
Maryland Bill Would Cap Tuition Increases At Four Percent Per Year 
The Baltimore Sun /AP (1/21, Stuckey) reports, "A bill to cap college tuition and guarantee funding increases for higher education will be introduced with the backing of 30 of the 47 state senators, including key members of the Democratic leadership. Sen. Brian Frosh, D-Montgomery, the chief sponsor of the bill, said Tuesday it would 'provide funding for the University of Maryland system that will be stable, reliable and adequate.' 'It also assures students and their families that tuition will be predictable and affordable,' Frosh said." The bill "would require Ehrlich to increase aid for the academic year that begins in the fall of 2005 to at least a level that would restore most of the money lost during the last two years. After that, the governor would be required to include at least a 5 percent annual increase in state aid in the annual budgets. The bill would also cap tuition increases at 4 percent a year as long as the university system gets the 5 percent increase in state aid."

Arizona To Consider Stable Tuition Legislation 
The Arizona Daily Wildcat (1/20, Purvis) reported, "A Phoenix lawmaker is pushing legislation that would guarantee full-time students stable tuition rates and make across-the-board tuition hikes for Arizona undergraduates illegal. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Debbie McCune Davis, D-Phoenix, would make tuition increases solely applicable to the UA's incoming class, and let students enrolled in at least 12 credit hours the semester before a tuition or fee increase attend school at the cheaper rate. McCune Davis, whose daughter graduated from Arizona State University in December, called last year's tuition increase burdensome to middle-class families and unaffordable for working students." McCune Davis "said she has heard from parents, and students who have struggled to come up with the money to cover the additional tuition costs." But "some students welcome the relief that stable tuition would bring." 

California Plan Would Shift Students From Four Year Colleges To Community Colleges 
The Daily Californian (1/20, Henshaw) reported, "Under a proposal by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, community college tuition would increase from $18 a unit this year to $26 per unit. For students who already have a four-year degree, tuition would cost $50 a unit. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's plan to shift thousands of freshmen from four-year universities to community colleges next year could benefit Hartnell College students by ensuring them deferred admission to the four-year schools, some say. Under the governor's proposal, more students would attend relatively low-cost community colleges before taking guaranteed admission to a University of California or California State University campus for their junior and senior years. But while community college tuition would be waived for newly enrolled students starting next fall, continuing students will face higher bills, with fees increasing from $18 a unit this year to $26 per unit. For students who already have a four-year degree, tuition would cost $50 a unit." Schwarzenegger's plan "calls for reducing enrollment at UC and CSU by 10 percent each from this year's levels, which totals about 7,400 students for the two systems. Then for those students who are eligible for the four-year schools but turned away because of the cuts, the governor's plan would waive their fees if they attend community college. If they agree, they would be assured of admission to UC or CSU when they complete their two-year community college work, assuming they meet the four-year admission standards." 

RESULTS FROM RECENT FEDPOLL: PUBLIC SATISFACTION WITH FEDS
FPMI's most recent FedPoll asked readers about public satisfaction with the federal government, federal agencies and federal employees.  From a review of the results, respondents believe that the public has a very favorable view of federal agencies, but not quite as favorable of an impression of the federal government or federal employees.  On whether the public has a favorable impression of the federal government as a whole, only 6 percent of respondents said yes, while 50 percent said the statement was somewhat true, and a resounding 44 percent said that the statement was not true. On the other hand, regarding whether the public has a favorable impression of their agency, 27 percent said yes, while 46 percent said that the statement was somewhat true, and only 27 percent said the statement was not true. Regarding whether the public has a favorable impression of federal employees, only 7 percent felt the statement was true, while 45 percent felt the statement was somewhat true and a resounding 48 percent felt the statement was false.  Finally, regarding whether the overall image of the federal employee had improved over the past five years, 21 percent believe the image has definitely improved over the past five years, while 31 percent believe that the statement is somewhat true, and 48 percent believe that the statement is not true.  As always, a number of comments were received on the topic. These include the following:

* "How can you expect the public to have a favorable impression of the federal government and federal employees when every successful candidate for President since Richard Nixon has run against 'Washington'"?

* "While there was a temporary upward blip post-9/11 in the public's perception of the Feds, that has long vanished.With the economy - and the pace of such hiring - beginning to accelerate slowly, we will again be soon fulfilling our historic role as the 'employer of last resort.'"

* "I believe that when the federal government is implementing a practice that benefits the public, the public is quite pleased with us as a whole. On the other hand, I am sure that agencies such as IRS are held in pretty low regard even though they perform an important and valuable service."

* "In most cases, I do not see the federal government serving its customers in a polite and honest manner. All too often we get that 'This is not my job' attitude and not 'how can I help you?'"

Thanks to the more than 500 individuals who participated in the most recent FedPoll. More than 84 percent of respondents were federal employees, with most of the rest comprised of federal managers. 
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