Today there are 5 news articles for your information

Students Urged To Apply Early For Financial Aid The Ledger Dispatch (1/21) reports, "Over $80 billion in financial aid will be awarded to students over this next year, but timing is critical. The bulk of the scholarship money will be awarded over the next five months for the 2004-2005 school year. According to the U.S. Department of Education, students who start early and learn the insider rules of the financial aid process will be more successful in securing scholarship money." The Dispatch adds, "Financial aid experts advise that it is essential for students to apply to scholarship sources now, or they will miss out on funding available to them. There are no fees charged to apply to scholarship sources. Currently there are over 650,000 independent and private scholarship and grant sources available to students, some of which pay 100 percent of a student's tuition. More than 80 percent of these scholarships do not depend on family need or exceptional grades but are awarded based on factors such as a student's interests, hobbies, academic focus, age, heritage, religion or parents work or military experience. Scholarships and grants are gifts and do not have to be paid back." 

Dramatic Improvements In SAT Scores Trigger Investigations 
Newhouse News Service (1/21, Heyboer) reports, "Kristin Soriano said she was sick with a bad cold when she took her first Scholastic Aptitude Test last spring and scored a dismal 750. Disappointed, the Montvale, N.J., student found a private SAT tutor, studied hard and took the test again in the fall. The good news is she brought her score up to 1,100. The bad news is SAT administrators assume she cheated. Soriano, 17, got the bad news during a visit to her guidance counselor's office last fall." NNS continues, "She is one of about 2,000 test takers who are red flagged every year because their SAT tests raised suspicions at the Educational Testing Service in Princeton, N.J. Many, like Soriano, are singled out because of a little-known ETS rule that calls for an automatic investigation of all students who improve their college entrance exam scores by 350 points or more. They enter ETS' notoriously tough appeals process, in which an expert review panel in Princeton can pore over the student's test, exam room seating charts, statistical charts, handwriting analyses and even a test taker's scratch paper to look for evidence of cheating. A jump in a score is not enough to label a student a cheater. ETS investigators must find some secondary evidence of wrongdoing, said ETS spokesman Tom Ewing." 

Washington Measure Would Reintroduce Race To Admissions Decisions 
The Seattle Times (1/22, Davila) reports, "Gov. Gary Locke is supporting the first major change to Initiative 200, so public colleges and universities could, once again, use race as one factor in admissions. A state Senate bill, the subject of a public hearing in Olympia this morning, would modify language in state law to be consistent with last year's U.S. Supreme Court ruling. ... Supporters say the bill, and a companion bill in the House, would amend but not abolish I-200, which three of five state voters approved in 1998. The initiative eliminated racial and gender preferences in public employment, contracting and college admissions." But "Seattle-area attorneys Harry Korrell and Russ Brooks argue such legislation would unfairly award admissions preferences to some students and not others." Brooks "said voters made it clear in 1998 that they did not want any admissions decisions made through the prism of race or ethnicity." 

Bush Campaigns For Educational Spending 
The Associated Press (1/22, Loven) reports, "President Bush, on the defensive about jobs as he campaigns for re-election, said Wednesday 'there are still troubled times' in states like Ohio as he touted his plan for retraining laid-off workers for new careers." Bush "began an overnight trip to three states important to his re-election strategy -- Ohio, Arizona and New Mexico." Bush "proposes spending an additional $500 million on a slew of job-training and education programs: $250 million in grants to community colleges that partner with employers looking for higher-skilled workers; an extra $33 million in the approximately $12 billion Pell Grant program to give $1,000 more per year to low-income students who complete a rigorous high school curriculum; $100 million to teach middle and high school students to read; $120 million in grants to increase math achievement; and a $28 million increase in funding for Advanced Placement." 
The Washington Times (1/22, Lakely) reports, "President Bush traveled to Ohio and the Southwest yesterday to drum up support for his proposal to spend an additional $550 million this year on education and persuade those skeptical of his plan to award legal status to millions of illegal aliens to 'recognize realities.' At his afternoon stop at Mesa Community College, Mr. Bush launched into a defense of his proposal to give the estimated 8 million to 12 million illegal aliens in the United States 'temporary worker cards' that would grant legal status for at least three years." But "the crowd of Arizona Republicans gave Mr. Bush's immigration remarks a lukewarm reception compared with their cheers for his comments about job training and winning the war on terrorism." The president "wants to spend $250 million to help community colleges adjust their curriculum to meet a changing job market." And "a senior administration official said 'nearly all' of the $550 million education plan is new spending, and he said Mr. Bush's budget for fiscal year 2005 will include net increases for the departments of Education and Labor." 
Bush Praises Mesa CC's Job Program 
The Arizona Republic (1/22, Kamman) reports, "Wasting no time in promoting expanded job-training programs that he proposed to Congress the night before, President Bush came to Mesa on Wednesday to spotlight a partnership of business, industry and education that he described as a model for the nation. Bush called job creation a priority in an economy he said is improving after being hurt by the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. An up-to-date, well-trained workforce is a prerequisite for filling the kinds of jobs that will stimulate the economy, he told a group of educators and students at Mesa Community College." The Republic adds, "'We're here at Mesa . . . because you're doing a great job,' he said. The college's collaborative Business and Industry Institute, featuring a one-stop center to help adults obtain financial, educational and job-seeking skills for modern needs, is partly funded by the Labor Department." The Republic concludes, "Bush repeated the call he made in his speech Tuesday night for Congress to provide $250 million in job-training money that would go specifically to community colleges. Bush's attention to job creation comes as Democrats blame his administration for the loss of 3 million jobs." 
Bush Promotes Jobs For 21st Century Program 
The Washington Post (1/22, Branigin) reports, "The White House today released details of a job training program that President Bush announced in his State of the Union address, calling the $503 million package a 'comprehensive plan to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium.' A fact sheet on the new program, called 'Jobs for the 21st Century,' said it was aimed at strengthening high school and higher education, as well as job training, so that workers in the United States can 'compete in a changing and dynamic economy and fill jobs in emerging industries.'" The Post continues, "The White House said President Bush would seek $250 million to fund partnerships between community colleges and employers in high-demand job sectors, $33 million for expanded Pell Grants for low-income students, $100 million to help middle or high school students who have trouble reading and $120 million to improve high school math education." The Post adds, "Bush touted the program today during a visit to Ohio, a key state in this year's presidential election campaign but one that has lost more than 250,000 jobs since he took office three years ago. In remarks at Owens Community College in Toledo, Bush said that 'nationwide, this economy is strong,' but he acknowledged that 'in Ohio there are still troubled times,' with many people out of work." 

Jobs for the 21st Century 
Presidential Action: 

In his State of the Union Address, President Bush announced Jobs for the 21st Century -- a comprehensive plan to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium by strengthening post-secondary education and job training and improving high school education. This plan includes over $500 million in new funding for education and job training programs. 

Strengthening Access to Post-Secondary Education and Job Training: The President's plan will expand opportunities for workers to access post-secondary education to get the job training and skills to compete in a changing and dynamic economy and fill jobs in emerging industries -- including $250 million to fund partnerships between community colleges and employers in high-demand job sectors, and $33 million for expanded Pell Grants for low-income students who complete rigorous coursework in high school. 

Improving High School Education: The President's plan will also improve the quality of education at our Nation's high schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -- including $100 million to help striving readers and $120 million to improve math education. 

Higher Education 

Background: Post-secondary education and training has become an essential requirement for a steadily increasing percentage of jobs. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the United States require some sort of higher education after high school, and many of these jobs require a strong foundation in math and science. Because they are so adaptable and accessible, community colleges are increasingly critical providers of job training, both for degree-seekers and for workers seeking to retool, refine, and broaden their skills. 

The Challenge: High school graduates are not entering college and the workforce with the skills they need to compete in a changing economy. A recent report by the National Center for Education Statistics found that 42% of entering freshmen at public two-year colleges and 20% of entering freshmen at four-year public institutions enrolled in at least one remedial course in 2000. Research from the U.S. Department of Education also shows that there is a strong link between the courses completed in high school and the completion of a post-secondary degree. 

President Bush's Plan: President Bush wants to expand access to post-secondary education for low-income students, and he wants to foster a new generation of job training partnerships between community colleges and the employers in industries with the most demand for skilled workers. His plan includes: 

· Community-based Job Training Grants Building on the successes of the President's High-Growth Job Training Initiative, a strategic approach that has provided seed money to fund job training partnerships between community colleges and local high-growth industries, the President proposes $250 million in 2005 to strengthen the role of community colleges in workforce development. These new competitive Community-based Job Training grants would be used for training in community and technical colleges that are linked with local employers looking for more skilled workers. 

· Enhanced Pell Grants The Bush Administration proposes to establish a $33 million program to enhance Pell Grants to reward low-income students who participate in the State Scholars Program by taking a rigorous high school curriculum. This program would provide up to an additional $1,000 per year to students in the first two years of college who complete the rigorous State Scholars curriculum in high school, enroll in college full time, and are Pell Grant recipients. Next year, approximately 36,000 low-income graduating high school seniors would be eligible to receive an enhanced Pell Grant under this proposal. 

High School Initiatives 

Background: The No Child Left Behind Act is providing accountability and resources to improve the achievement of America's elementary and secondary students. These reforms are already beginning to show results in elementary reading and math scores, but President Bush also wants to ensure that all high school students will be better prepared to enter higher education or the workforce. Unfortunately, recent results from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) demonstrate that, while achievement for our Nation's fourth- and eighth-graders is on the rise, scores for twelfth graders have declined in both reading and mathematics. 

Reading 

The Challenge: Many struggling students are at risk of dropping out of school in part because of deficient reading skills. A 2002 study done by researchers at Johns Hopkins University estimates almost one-third of entering ninth-grade students need additional help in reading. In high-poverty high schools, this problem can be even worse, with some studies showing students entering high school three or more grade levels behind in reading. A 1999 study by Andrew Sum of Northeastern University confirms that literacy is highly correlated with the probability of ever earning a high school diploma, the probability of ever earning a higher education degree, and with future earnings. 

The President's Plan: The Administration is proposing a new $100 million Striving Readers Initiative that would make competitive grants to develop, implement, and evaluate effective reading interventions for middle or high school students reading significantly below grade level. This program would complement the Reading First State Grants program, which provides comprehensive reading instruction for children in kindergarten through third grade that is grounded in scientifically based reading research. The proposal would provide funds to approximately 50 to 100 school districts for reading intervention programs to help middle and high school students catch up to their peers in reading. 

Math 

The Challenge: Research indicates many students who drop out of school lack basic skills in mathematics. A 2002 study done by researchers at Johns Hopkins found that "[i]n almost every State, there is at least a 35 percent difference between the percent of white eighth graders and the percent of eighth graders in the State's largest minority groups scoring at the basic level in mathematics on the NAEP test." Further, a 2001 study of Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) data revealed that 40 percent of the Nation's 13-year olds fail to perform as well as the average student worldwide in mathematics. Many jobs of the future, however, require a strong background in math and science. 

The President's Plan: The Administration is proposing a $120 million increase for the Mathematics and Science Partnership program authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act. The increase would support direct Federal competitive grants to partnerships to increase achievement in mathematics for secondary students. The new 3-year competitive grants would support projects that have significant potential to accelerate the mathematics achievement of all secondary students, but especially low-achieving students. The initiative would focus on ensuring that States and school districts implement professional development projects for mathematics teachers that are strongly grounded in research and that help mathematics teachers to strengthen their skills. 

Advanced Placement 

The Challenge: Low-income students who participate in Advanced Placement (AP) programs, which give students the opportunity to take college-level courses in high school, are much more likely to enroll and be successful in college than their peers. While enrollment in AP courses has nearly tripled over the past decade, studies show that minority students participate in AP classes and tests at rates far below those of non-minority students, since many students from low-income families attend schools that do not offer AP classes. 

President Bush's Plan: Advanced Placement programs not only encourage the growth of Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, but also serve as a mechanism for upgrading the entire high school curriculum for all students. The Administration is proposing a $28 million increase for the Advanced Placement program authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act bringing spending on it to nearly $52 million a year. The increase in funds will ensure that teachers in low-income schools are well-trained to teach AP and IB courses. This program has two components: Advanced Placement Test Fee and Advanced Placement Incentive grants. The purpose of both programs is to support State and local efforts to increase access to advanced placement classes and tests for students in low-income schools, as well as other programs with challenging curricular and end-of-course examinations such as the International Baccalaureate program. 

Adjunct Teacher Corps 

The Challenge: Job growth is expected to occur in occupations requiring a strong foundation in math and science. According to the Department of Education's 1999-2000 Schools and Staffing Survey, 52 percent of middle school and 15 percent of high school mathematics teachers did not have a major or minor in mathematics and 40 percent of middle school and 11 percent of high school science teachers did not have a major or minor in science. 

President Bush's Plan: Many school districts need opportunities and the personnel to strengthen instruction in middle and high schools in the core academic subjects, especially mathematics and science. The Adjunct Teacher Corps would help alleviate this critical situation by bringing professionals with subject-matter knowledge and experience into the classroom. The Administration is proposing a new $40 million initiative to provide competitive grants to partnerships of school districts and public or private institutions to create opportunities for professionals to teach middle and high school courses in the core academic subjects, particularly in mathematics and science. 

Grants would be used to: (1) identify, as adjunct teachers, well-qualified individuals outside of the K-12 educational system, including outstanding individuals at the height of their careers in business, government, and institutions of higher learning; and (2) facilitate arrangements for these individuals to function in this capacity, for example, by teaching one or more courses at a school site on a part-time basis, teaching full-time in middle and high schools while on leave from their jobs, or teaching courses that would be available online or through other distance-learning arrangements. The proposal would provide for approximately 60 to 100 awards for partnerships to create and implement arrangements for using well-qualified individuals as teachers on an adjunct basis as is done in our institutions of higher education. 

State Scholars 

The Challenge: Students are not entering college with the skills necessary to succeed in and complete a post-secondary education. According to a recent study by the Manhattan Institute, 70% of all students in public high schools graduate, but only 32% of all students leave high school academically prepared to attend college. College readiness for minority students is even lower: 51% of all black students graduate, but only 20% leave high school college-ready; and 52% of all Hispanic students graduate, but only 16% leave high school college-ready. 

President Bush's Plan: The Administration proposes $12 million in funding for the State Scholars program to make grants available nationwide. In August 2002, President Bush announced the State Scholars Initiative, modeled on the successful Texas Scholars program, to encourage high school students to take more rigorous high school courses. Under the State Scholars Initiative, 12 States have already received assistance in developing and promoting strong courses of study, as well as providing special incentives for students enrolled in these programs. 
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