Today there are 3 news articles for your information
Miller and Kennedy Call on Bush Administration to Stop Student Aid Scam Urge Education Secretary to fulfill obligation to stop companies from illegally charging students to apply for federal college aid
 

Friday, January 23, 2004
 

WASHINGTON -- Two senior members of Congress are urging the Secretary of
Education to stop private companies from illegally charging students and
their families fees to complete a free student aid application form. 
For the rest of the press release, go to.....
http://edworkforce.house.gov/democrats/releases/rel12304.html
http://edworkforce.house.gov/democrats/releases/rel12304.html 

 

Private School Officials Supportive Of Romney's Proposal To Award Scholarships To High Scorers On MCAS.  The Boston Globe (1/25, Rudavsky) reports, "Private and parochial school officials greeted with delight a proposal by Governor Mitt Romney to allow students from such schools to vie for a state college scholarship for high scorers on MCAS.  The University of Massachusetts system already attracts many graduates of Worcester Academy, and many cost-conscious families would welcome this opportunity, said Ron Cino, director of college counseling at the school. Romney visited Everett High School last week to promote the plan, which he unveiled in his State of the State speech.  All students scoring in the top quarter of test-takers by the end of their junior year of high school would receive a John and Abigail Adams Scholarship, entitling them to four years of free tuition at any state college."  The Globe adds, "Details for extending the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System exam to private school students, who are not required to take it to graduate high school, have yet to be worked out, said Shawn Feddeman, Romney's press secretary.  But whatever program the state Department of Education designs will be 'cost neutral' to the state, she said." 

Representative Ford Promotes Policy Establishing Fund For Every Child In America.  Harold Ford, Democratic representative from Tennessee writes in an op-ed for The Washington Post (1/24, B7), "Imagine an America where a 13-year-old girl attending a struggling public school logs on to the Internet or turns on CNBC every day to check her stock portfolio before her parents come home from work.  Sound far-fetched?  Not if you live in Britain, where Tony Blair's government has established child trust funds for every newborn Briton, beginning with an initial deposit of $400 to $800.  The accounts grow with compound interest and with tax-free contributions.  When a child reaches 18, the money is hers."  Ford continues, "Meanwhile, here in America, President Bush plans to unveil his own series of proposals to create a new 'ownership society.'  But his plan, unlike his British counterpart's, does little to help build the assets of those who have none.  At least one-quarter of Americans are considered 'asset poor' -- meaning they could survive no more than three months without a source of income.  Forty-seven percent of children in America, including 73 percent of African Americans, grow up in households with zero or negative assets -- their parents owe more than they own.  As a result, millions of young people lack a sound foundation for financial success. Worse, they lack a sense of ownership."  Ford adds, "The president's plan focuses on creating new tax shelters for existing wealth.  A wiser policy is to help more people become investors.  For $40 billion over the next 10 years -- less money than the president's plan -- we can build upon the British model and establish an 'American Stakeholder Account,' seeded with $1,000, for every child born in America.  Children living below the poverty line could start with $2,000. Additional contributions would reward children for performing community service and completing high school.  Upon graduation, the young adult could use accumulated savings tax-free to pay college tuition, purchase a home, start a business or invest for retirement. " 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
