Today there are 6 news articles for your review:

Students May Face Cuts In Pell Grants 
The Phoenix (1/29, Benton) reports, "Congress is debating when to enact legislation that could affect university students receiving Pell grants. According to the U.S. Department of Education, the bill would require a revision of all state tax tables, making about 84,000 students ineligible for federal funding. The tax tables help determine how much is awarded to grant recipients. The 1992 Higher Education Act Amendments directed the U.S. Secretary of Education to update the state tax allowance tables by using income data from the Internal Revenue Service. But the department did not enforce this bill until this year." The Phoenix continues, "Previously, information from 1988 was used to determine Pell grants. Secretary of Education Rod Paige said new tax tables wouldn't decrease the Pell budget. 'President [George W.] Bush and I have made funding Pell grants one of the administration's highest priorities. We have proposed higher increases in funding for Pell grants than were enacted during the eight years of the previous administration,' Paige said. He said although changes will be made in funding, 'the Pell grant program is not being cut. It continues to grow, both in funding and number of students who will receive aid.'" The Phoenix adds, "All college students who apply for financial aid must fill out a FAFSA form for every year they attend school, where they are required to list their family's incomes and tax return information. The new tables will take taxes enacted since 1988 into consideration, hence possibly lowering the amount Pell grants can offer students. According to a 2003 Congressional Research Service memo, low-income applicants will not be affected. The Department of Education estimates that postponing the required update to the state tax percentages would increase Pell grant expenditures for the 2004-05 school year by $270 million."

California Students May Face More Fee Increases 
The State Hornet (1/28, Schuster and Stults) reports, "Sacramento State students will make their 'fair share' of financial sacrifices this year with Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's proposed fee increases and cuts to university services that are entailed in his proposed budget. Under the governor's plan, released Jan. 9, undergraduate students in all of California's public universities will have a 10 percent fee increase and a 40 percent increase in graduate student fees. Out-of-state students will see a 20 percent fee increase." The Hornet continues, "Sac State students taking less than six units per semester would see their fees jump from $827.50 to $910.25. Those taking more than six units would have an increase from $1,256.50 to $1,382.15 per semester. Schwarzenegger also proposes cutting $240 million from the CSU system, which could possibly prevent 20,000 students from enrolling in the system. $531 million has already been slashed from the CSU budget for the 2003-04 fiscal year. CSU Chancellor Charles B. Reed said that not investing in higher education would have a devastating impact on the state's economic future."

Idaho State BOE Voted To Increase Student Fees 
The Idaho State Journal (1/28, Parrish) reports, "Idaho State University's fees are on the rise Š again. The Idaho State Board of Education voted Tuesday to honor ISU's request for a 7.31 percent increase in student fees, the 15th such hike in 16 years. The ruling concluded the board's two-day Boise summit, which began Monday at the state Capitol. Tuesday's meeting took place at the Ada Hatch Ballroom in Boise State University's Student Union Building. Board members also voted to approve fee increases for four other Idaho colleges - the University of Idaho, Boise State University, Lewis-Clark State College and Eastern Idaho Technical College." The State Journal adds, "Eddie Hanks, ISU's student body president, said the university's administration and student body worked together in calculating the 7.31 percent figure. ISU was the only institution with matching proposals from its administration and student body. Other schools differed by as much as 3 percent."
Op-ed Criticizes Kentucky For Cuts In Higher Education
Christopher J. Pace, third-year law student from Winchester, Ky., and president of the Student Government Association at Northern Kentucky University write in an op-ed for The Kentucky Post (1/28, Pace) reports, "Students at Northern Kentucky University are suffering. With little fanfare, tuition at our University has increased at a higher rate than any other in the Commonwealth of Kentucky over the past two years. Once again, we find ourselves faced with the threat of a tuition increase, this time upwards of 20 percent. And why? Because NKU has done its job. Perhaps more than any other public University, NKU has done everything within its power to reach the goals set by Kentucky's ambitious reform initiatives of 1998. However, lack of funding serves as evidence that the state has not kept its end of the bargain." Pace continues, "Further cuts in education make these goals even more far reaching for an institution that is already $26 million under funded by the Council on Postsecondary Education's figures. Without equitable funding from Frankfort, this will all soon come to a crux; to a decision that must be made by NKU administrators, the Board of Regents, and finally the state of Kentucky itself: Is NKU destined to be an institution of academic excellence, but reserved only for those of wealth; or is it meant to be a learner-centered hub of access for all Northern Kentuckians?"

Movie Offers Argument Against Test Culture 
The Chicago Tribune (1/28, Benedikt) reports, "We live in a world of initials - AARP, NAACP, DNC - but no configuration of consonants and vowels carries as much gravitas for millions of teenagers as SAT (unless you count BYOB). Those three letters used to stand for Scholastic Aptitude Test, but in 1993 the Educational Testing Service declared that SAT now stands for nothing - which is what most of us who sweated out the exam in high school suspected it signified all along. Whether your SAT results inspired a lifelong phobia of No. 2 pencils or a trip to the Ivies, most of us can't help but remember our scores. (Just be thankful this review isn't interactive.)" The Tribune adds, "All of which makes "The Perfect Score," an MTV Films release about a bunch of high school seniors who try to steal the SAT, an atypical teen movie. Sure, there are makeovers of the soul and the hair, and unlikely romances bloom, but 'Score' succeeds because at its core it is about the very different pressures very different young adults face, and the test that insists on judging them as one and the same. In addition to being a good-looking movie with a pumping Foo Fighters anthem, 'Score' is actually a philosophical argument against our culture of tests."

RETRO CIVILIAN PAY RAISE IMPLEMENTATION CLARIFIED
The additional 2.1 percent pay raise for civilian employees authorized by the president Jan. 23 will be retroactive to Jan. 11. However, before it can take effect, an executive order must be issued addressing how the increase will be split between base and locality pay.  After the executive order is issued, the Office of Personnel Management will publish new salary tables based on that guidance. These tables must then be integrated into the personnel system before any retroactive pay adjustment processing can begin, according to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service. Once the adjustments are processed by the personnel system,

calculation of employee pay increases by payroll systems can begin.  As in 2003, not all employees will receive the retroactive part of the pay increase at the same time. Due to transaction volume, payroll processing of this change must take place over the course of multiple paydays. The specific dates when employees can expect to receive the retroactive portion of the pay increase will be published as soon as they are available.
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