Today there are 5 news articles for your review:

Bush Proposes More Support For CC"s And Larger Pell Grants 
The Chronicle of Higher Education (1/31, Evelyn and Brainard) reports, "In his State of the Union message last week, President Bush proposed more federal support for community colleges to provide job training, and bigger Pell Grants for some secondary-school students who take difficult college-preparatory courses. Although the president spoke about higher-education issues for only a few moments during the 54-minute speech, which focused on national security, taxes, and health care, his comments on community colleges generated some of the loudest applause of the night. The remarks were among the few for which both Democratic and Republican lawmakers in the chamber gave him a standing ovation." The CHE continues, "The day after the speech, the president hit the road to sell his ideas, visiting community colleges in Ohio and Arizona where he called for $250-million from Congress for his job-training proposal. In stops at Owens Community College, in Toledo, Ohio, and at Mesa Community College, in Phoenix, Mr. Bush praised two-year institutions as being flexible and accessible, particularly for unemployed workers. A senior administration official who briefed reporters on the condition of anonymity said that the job-training proposal had come about partly out of a sense that programs already in place had not met the demands of the changing economy." The CHE adds, "The program, Jobs for the 21st Century, would replace the existing system of federal grants, which are distributed among the states by the Department of Labor according to a formula, with one that gives money to states to distribute on a competitive basis. Those grants would go to community and technical colleges that form partnerships with local high schools and businesses, and would require recipients to show success in achieving measurable student outcomes, such as degree attainment, job placement, retention, and earnings. Although community-college officials were still sorting through the proposal last week, trying to figure out how the new program might differ from existing job-training programs, or whether its budget would offset cuts the administration has already proposed for adult and vocational education, they were ecstatic over the attention generated by the president's speech." 
Raising Borrowing Limits On Student-Loans Carries $20 Billion Price Tag
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (2/2, Burd) reports, "Lenders and college leaders who are pushing Congress to raise the limits on what students may borrow from the federal student-loan programs are facing a major hurdle: the proposal's price tag. According to a Congressional Budget Office analysis obtained by The Chronicle, the government would have to spend about $20-billion over the next 10 years to raise the borrowing limit for undergraduates from $23,000 to $30,000 over all, the level that many college groups are calling for. The budget office conducted its analysis in November, but the results have not been widely circulated." The CHE adds, "Even the most ardent advocates for raising the borrowing limits acknowledge that the cost of the proposal could make it a very difficult sell on Capitol Hill. With the federal budget deficit expected to grow to about $475-billion this year, Republican leaders in Congress are trying to rein in future increases in domestic programs. The lawmakers have said repeatedly that they will have little new money to add to the government's student-aid programs when they complete renewal of the Higher Education Act, which they hope to do this year." 

Sallie Mae Discloses SEC Inquiry Involving 'Year-End Accounting Entries' 
The Detroit News (1/31, Gordon) reports, "Sallie Mae, the nation's largest provider of student loans, disclosed an inquiry into its accounting by the Securities and Exchange Commission. The company said Friday the inquiry involves 'year-end accounting entries' made by employees at a recently acquired subsidiary. 'While the amounts in question appear to be less than $100,000, the company and its audit committee take such matters very seriously and are taking all appropriate actions,' the company statement said. Sallie Mae spokesman Tom Joyce gave no further details, but said the subsidiary in question is not part of Sallie Mae's core student-loan business. SEC spokesmen would not comment." 

Higher Education Vouchers Said To Provide Solution To Problems Of Oregon And Washington 
Stephen M. Jordan, president of Eastern Washington University, writes in an op-ed in the Oregonian (2/1) reported, "Public higher education needs a bold new approach to become healthy, one that can help keep our flat economies from flat-lining. It's time to consider vouchers. It is fascinating to observe how much Oregon and Washington have in common -- our economies were built on agriculture, timber, mineral extraction and our ports. We have created sophisticated technology research, development and manufacturing sectors. We have a strong penchant for populist initiatives that confound our civic leaders. And we share in leading the nation in unemployment. For those who believe higher education is key to our states' long-term economic well-being, we also share in some disturbing indicators." But "the good news is Oregon and Washington are among the states actively pursuing both K-12 school reform and higher-education accountability. Unfortunately, these efforts are set against a backdrop of budget cuts in our states' higher-education systems. At the very time we are setting the bar higher for our young people, we are further eroding the opportunity to encourage them to pursue more education and a brighter future." So "the time is right to implement a voucher system -- like the original GI Bill -- applied to our states' higher education institutions. The voucher would be an entitlement to any state resident to attend an accredited postsecondary institution in the state, public or private." 

DC: Former President Of WTU Sentenced To Nine Years 
The Washington Post (1/31, Leonnig, A1) reports, "Former Washington Teachers' Union president Barbara A. Bullock was sentenced yesterday to nine years in prison after telling a federal judge that chronic depression led her to steal millions of dollars in teachers' dues to pay for her own furs, jewelry and designer clothes. Bullock said she was 'deeply remorseful,' apologized to union members and pleaded for U.S. District Judge Richard J. Leon's leniency in punishing her for embezzling $4.6 million in union funds from 1995 to 2002. She and her attorney, Stephen R. Spivack, said she had a bipolar disorder that did not justify her crimes but helped explain why she shopped compulsively for luxury goods at such stores as Neiman Marcus, Saks and Tiffany during her depressed periods." 

Here is the link to today's news articles on connectED:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
