Today there are 8 news articles for your review:

Colleges And Universities Increase Lobbying Operations To Protect Federal Funding 
The Washington Post (2/4, Morgan) reports, "When the University of California at Los Angeles put Rep. Jerry Lewis (R-Calif.) on the cover of this winter's alumni bulletin, it was a tribute to a distinguished graduate who is so close to his alma mater that he named his dog Bruin, after UCLA's revered symbol. But the cover story, which was engineered in part by the University of California's government relations office in Washington, was also a shrewd ploy to cement relations with a key member of the House Appropriations Committee. As Congress takes up President Bush's fiscal 2005 budget proposal, which cuts some basic research programs vital to universities, the higher education community is using every lobbying tool at its disposal to protect its interests. On the line are billions of dollars in federal support for medical, defense, space and physics research, as well as special 'earmarks' for agricultural research stations, buildings and other local projects. As recently as the 1980s, lobbying by higher education was a two-horse operation, involving a few large universities and a handful of K Street firms." But "last year, more than 150 colleges and universities shelled out tens of millions of dollars to lobby on spending issues, as well as on legislation affecting student visas, stem cell research, student aid and homeland security." 

Faculty At UDC Seeks Removal Of President 
The Washington Times (2/4, Miller) reports, "Faculty leaders at the University of the District of Columbia are pushing for the removal of the school's president, citing lost confidence in his leadership and continued resentment over his hiring of a family friend as provost. 'We are firm in our position that this leadership team is wrong for the University and that plans must be quickly put in place to transition to a new leadership team,' UDC Senate President Sydney O. Hall said in a Jan. 20 letter to Charles J. Ogletree Jr., chairman of the UDC board of trustees. The University Senate, a governing body made up of 34 elected faculty members, in recent months has petitioned the trustees repeatedly to fire UDC President William L. Pollard. A principal grievance has been his hiring of family friend Wilhelmina M. Reuben-Cooke as the school's vice president of academic affairs and provost despite her apparently lacking the requisite education and experience for the $137,000-a-year position. Mr. Ogletree said yesterday that the trustees are not reconsidering the tenure of Mr. Pollard or Mrs. Reuben-Cooke." 

Some Colleges Adopt A-Plus 
The Los Angeles Times (2/4, Setoodeh) reports, "At Stanford, the A-plus grade is weighted differently from a regular A. It's worth 4.33 points while the A is worth 4.0. Now, at several other schools around the country, students are seeking the same opportunity. The University of Vermont and Indiana University's eight campuses are reviewing student requests for A-pluses that carry extra weight. Arizona State will begin offering the weighted A-plus in the fall. Few colleges award the A-plus. Of those that do, most -- such as UC Davis -- don't give the grade more weight than the standard A." And "some academics and administrators wonder whether an A-plus should be awarded at all." 
Movie 'The Perfect Score' Resonates With Many Students
The New York Times (2/4, Lewin) reports, "On Friday afternoon, Kurt Landgraf, the president of the Educational Testing Service, the nonprofit Princeton-based organization that produces the SAT, met with consultants to discuss whether his organization should be ratcheting up security. There was no specific threat, but that night was the opening of 'The Perfect Score,' a movie about six high school students who see the E.T.S. as the obstacle to their dreams, and decide to ace the SAT by stealing the answers. Security is already tight at the E.T.S., despite the country campus with 11 buildings spread over hundreds of acres. The doors from one area to another lock automatically and can be opened only by inserting an identification card. Anyone who leaves without keying out an identification card cannot return without a visit to security. Visitors and staff alike must let the security guards examine their papers as they leave." The Times continues, "But is that enough? 'There's always that possibility that the movie will encourage kids to think they should try hacking into our system, and we just want to be sure we have everything in place that we should,' said Mr. Landgraf, who added that he had not been consulted on the movie - and then took pains to stress, a bit defensively, that he bears no resemblance to his movie counterpart, an inattentive single father with a succession of young girlfriends." The Times adds, "There is plenty in the movie for the testing service to be defensive about. While it is not high art, 'The Perfect Score' captures many high school students' sense that the E.T.S. is a hateful entity that ruins young lives. Tom Ewing, the spokesman for the testing service, said he was no longer surprised by such views, in part because he takes so many calls from high school journalists who start the conversation by asking why the SAT is so racist, so sexist, so intent on crushing young lives. He believes the blame lies less with the testing service than with the test-prep industry, which has worked this generation of students into a frenzy over the SAT." The Times concludes, "While it may no longer be so clear, the original idea of a standardized college-admission test was to create a new meritocracy, in which the smartest young people, whatever their background, could go to elite colleges that had long been the private domain of rich, socially connected prep school graduates. But for those now in high school, that is not what the SAT signifies." 
Managing Stress Said To Be Key To SAT 
The Arizona Republic (2/3, Fascenelli) reports, "The Pefect Score is a film showing now in theaters about six high school students who join forces to steal the answers to the SAT college entrance test. An Arizona Republic reporter watched the movie this weekend with several Valley students who have strong academic skills and big plans for college. The students, mostly high school juniors who have already taken the SAT or who plan to take it in March, said the movie was 'totally unrealistic.' They did, however, agree that the stress portrayed by the characters in the film is not only real, but can be academically lethal." The Republic continues, "Learning to manage stress and mastering test-taking skills is the real key to success, they say. It's not the subject matter that gets you; it's the fear. All of the students had taken test preparation courses through the Princeton Review, an $899 investment of nearly 40 hours of Saturday class time, 15 hours of diagnostic and practice tests, and five to 10 hours of weekly homework. Kaplan Educational Centers also offer test preparation courses locally. The SAT isn't the only factor considered when students apply to colleges and universities. At larger universities, SAT scores make up about 50 percent of the criteria for admission. But smaller colleges and university put less emphasis on the SAT, giving greater consideration to the 'whole person,' rather than just grade point averages and SAT scores." 
Student Discontent Over Proposal To Raise Tuition Among Europeans Universities Grows 
The New York Times (2/3, Zoepf) reports, "Carrying crude effigies of Prime Minister Tony Blair, about 500 students marched down to Parliament Square last Tuesday to protest the Blair government's proposal to allow British universities to raise tuition to the equivalent of more than $5,500 beginning in 2006. Similar demonstrations have taken place across Europe in recent months as governments have begun to discuss raising tuition to help meet operating costs at their universities." The Times continues, "The issues differ country by country. But in Europe, where higher education is seen as part of the public good with free or nominal tuition -- usually accompanied by government stipends to cover living costs -- the idea of asking students or their families to contribute to the costs of their studies has provoked a public outcry. The Higher Education Bill, which includes the provision to raise tuition, was passed in Parliament last week. But student groups say the bill still has far to go before becoming law, and they say their fight is far from over." The Times adds, "The National Union of Students is organizing a student strike on Feb. 25, with hundreds of thousands of British students walking out of classes to protest increased tuition, Ms. Telford said. Some student leaders support a university financing plan proposed by the Liberal Democratic Party that would raise taxes to 50 percent for incomes over £100,000 (about $183,000). Elliot Simmons, the president of the students' union at the London School of Economics, said the idea of saving or going into debt to pay for higher education 'just isn't part of the culture' in Europe." 

Colorado Lawmakers Debate Whether Illegal Immigrants Should Pay In-State Or Out-Of State Tuition 
The Rocky Mountain News (2/3, Lowe) reports, "Competing bills on whether illegal immigrants should pay resident college tuition or out-of-state tuition will duke it out another day. On Monday, the House Education Committee sent the two dueling bills to the Finance Committee, adding another round of debate to an already contentious social and budget issue. Republican Rep. Ted Harvey's measure would bar illegal immigrants from receiving the lower rates, putting into law a Colorado Commission on Education rule. A bill brought by Democrat Rep. Val Vigil would do just the opposite, allowing illegal immigrants to get in-state rates if they have at least three years of high school, have graduated or earned a GED." The Mountain News continues, "Democrats tried but failed to kill Harvey's bill, and one lawmaker had a sarcastic response when another raised concerns about what it might cost if thousands of Hispanic kids were able to go to school under Vigil's measure. 'If this bill causes 10,000 Hispanics to go to college, I will definitely vote yes,' said Rep. Angie Paccione, D-Fort Collins. Worried about the cost of both bills should they become law, the panel sent them to the Finance Committee for a better review." The Mountain News adds, "The issue is also a financial concern to people paying tuition. Residents' tuition is substantially lower than non-residents'. Students and others told the committee Harvey's bill would deny children who grew up here the right to college just because their parents hadn't filed for legal immigration status. That would hurt college-age kids as well high school students, who often drop out because they have no goals, said Lucia Guzman, a Denver School Board member. Both votes fell on party lines, with Democrats supporting Vigil's bill and Republicans voting for Harvey's. Rep. Al White, R-Winter Park, said he was conflicted about Vigil's bill, which is expected to be killed in the Finance Committee. 'It will be perpetuating their illegal status,' White said. 'We may be providing incentive for them to get this education rather than apply for legal status.'" 

DC: Schools Official To Keep Job Despite Lying About Degree. The Hill (2/4) reports, "Good news for Vialetta Graham: She gets to keep her $92,000-a year government job. The bad news is that she has been exposed as a liar. Graham applied for a job with the D.C. government. She was hired two years ago. On her résumé, she said she had a college degree from American University. Just one little detail was wrong -- she never graduated from college. Now to make this more fun: For which D.C. government agency doe she work? The answer: The D.C. Board of Education and Ethics. Yes, a high-ranking supervisor in the agency overseeing ethics in the city lied to get her job and has been told she will not be fired because the fact that she does not have a degree in computer science isn't important, since her job is to be their chief technology officer." 
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