Today there are 9 news articles for your review:

Program Aims To Help Students Fill Out Financial Aid Applications 
The Bowling Green Daily News (2/4) reports, "High school students looking for aid in attending college can get a boost at College Goal Sunday. The event will be at 2 p.m. Sunday at 17 sites around the state, including Bowling Green. The program helps students and their families fill out the required free application for federal student aid. The program is an effort of the not-for profit Kentucky Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators. The form is required for any student seeking federal financial aid, including grants and loans for all colleges and universities." The Daily News adds, "Typically about 50 percent of students in higher ed will be eligible for grants or loans, according to Rick Wilson, financial aid director at Bowling Green Technical College. Because tuition at the college is relatively low, financial aid stretches further, he said. Wilson said typically, about 150 people attend College Goal events. The program targets disadvantaged and low-income students." 

Oregon Colleges Prepare For Another Round Of Tuition Increases 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (2/5, Schmidt) reports, "Oregon's public colleges turned to the task of planning for a new round of budget cuts and tuition increases on Wednesday, in response to the rejection by state voters of a proposed temporary tax increase to finance higher education and other services. The results of a special, mail-ballot referendum, tallied Tuesday night, showed that a solid majority of Oregon voters -- about 59 percent -- opposed a proposal to increase income taxes temporarily to help remedy the state's budget crisis. The proposal, known as Measure 30, would have raised $800-million for public education and other services in the remainder of the state's 2003-5 biennium by increasing personal income taxes by 7 percent, or an average of about $133 per taxpayer, and corporate taxes by 30 percent over the next two years. The state's Republican-dominated House of Representatives and evenly split Senate approved the tax increases in August, but opponents of the plan were able to gather enough signatures on petitions to force a referendum on the matter." 

Community colleges bridge economic, cultural gaps - USA Today OP/ED

By Antonio Pérez 

While pulling into Grand Central Station in New York City recently, I saw a warning posted on a train's door: "Watch the gap" - a reference to the space between the car and the platform, a gap wide enough for a passenger to step into and be injured. 

Plenty of other gaps also pose dangers in our society: gaps between employers' needs and the skills in the marketplace; gaps in the opportunities available to Americans who speak English fluently vs. those who cannot; gaps created by misunderstanding, suspicion and fear.

In his State of the Union address, President Bush noted the gap between the workforce skills needed to enhance local markets and many local workforces' current skills. He also recognized community colleges' enormous importance in closing that gap.

To remain competitive, U.S. industry needs to improve its productivity continuously, using new tools that require a skilled workforce. Community colleges, because of their flexibility and their ethos of developing partnerships with the business community, are the institutions best suited to help workers acquire new skills quickly.

Community colleges help businesses of all sizes close the gap between Wall Street and Main Street. New Jersey's Bergen Community College, for instance, has a small-business-development center that hosts seminars and offers free counseling to entrepreneurs on finance, marketing and management. Other practical programs:

Technology. At my college, students are learning the Linux operating system (an alternative to Microsoft), engineering and database design for Oracle productivity software and Cisco Systems' computer networks - skills that our market-research and business partners say are essential to the regional economy and are in scarce supply. This will reduce the need for many employers to look for these skills overseas.

Health care. Community colleges, often in association with hospitals, are the primary educators of registered nurses at a time when those professionals are in high demand. In upstate New York, Rockland Community College and Nyack Hospital have one such partnership. The college provides training programs to improve the skills of the hospital's clinical nursing staff.

Industrial maintenance. In Illinois, a longstanding alliance between Danville Area Community College and ThyssenKrupp Gerlach, an international automotive supplier, enables workers at the company's four area plants to earn associate's degrees in industrial maintenance in one-year "fast track" programs.

English proficiency. High on Bush's agenda is the divide between the opportunities available to citizens and resident aliens, and the exploitation often experienced by the nation's illegal immigrants. With the president's recent proposal of a resident-worker program, undocumented immigrants need language and workforce skills to help them better assimilate into society. Community colleges are the vanguards in providing English literacy courses and teaching English as a second language. My college, working with other colleges and the Hispanic Educational Telecommunications System, is creating a virtual campus offering courses to Spanish-speaking students who might not otherwise have access to higher education.

Emergency preparedness. Community colleges are closing the gaps in preparedness so that we are more apt to be ready if another terror attack such as 9/11 occurs on U.S. soil. Experts on many community college campuses are working in partnership with federal agencies to train first responders in corporations and neighborhoods. Kirkwood Community College in Iowa, a leader in disaster training, is constructing a high-tech facility to serve as a center for disaster training and planning.

Cultural cohesion. Perhaps the largest and most dangerous gaps in our society are the cultural ones. We are divided by fear, misunderstanding and prejudice. Community colleges, however, are great multicultural institutions, where people from different nations and backgrounds, speaking different languages and having sometimes vastly different customs come together to learn.

As we travel into the future, it is critical to "watch the gap" - be it economic, linguistic or cultural. With the help of community colleges, those gaps can be bridged.

Antonio Pérez is the president of Borough of Manhattan Community College in New York City.
Bill To Prevent Tuition Increases For Indiana Colleges Fails To Garner Needed Support 
The Associated Press (2/4) reports, "A bill that would have prevented steep tuition increases for students at Indiana's state-supported colleges and universities, didn't get the support it needed to pass the senate. Senator Luke Kenley -- the bill's sponsor -- says he didn't call for a vote on the proposal by today's deadline, because it could have gone down to defeat. The bill would have permitted tuition increases for every freshman class, but returning students wouldn't face a tuition hike of more than 4%. According to the State Commission for Higher Education, tuition and mandatory fees for entering freshmen have more than doubled, on average, for four-year universities over the past decade. Some senators questioned whether the schools would find a way to keep tuition reasonable." 
Maryland CCs Having To Offer More Remedial Classes To Incoming Freshmen 
The Baltimore Sun (2/4, Bowler) reports, "On the December day the State Board of Education took up the weighty matter of high school exit tests - when they will count for graduation and what the schools will do about the many students expected to fail - Sylvester E. McKay paid his first visit to the seventh-floor boardroom on West Baltimore Street. McKay, president of Baltimore City Community College, waited patiently and testified briefly. He said his school needs to provide remedial courses in math and reading to 95 percent of its new students. More than 3,000 of 10,000 BCCC students each semester, he said, are in expensive remedial classes, many learning the basic skills they missed in high school." The Sun continues, "The majority of students in these catch-up courses hold Maryland high school diplomas, which means they completed a prescribed number of 'core' courses in English, math and other subjects. Yet a 2002 report from the Maryland Higher Education Commission showed nearly half of the students who took those math courses in high school needed remediation in the state's community colleges, as did 25 percent of those whose transcripts said they passed high school English and reading. That's why McKay was invited to testify: The high school diploma in Maryland and across the country is a meaningless piece of paper if it doesn't signify real accomplishment. 'There's a chronic lack of preparedness,' says Ronald A. Williams, president of Prince George's Community College, of many of the students who come his way." 
UMass Trustees Approve Small Fee Hikes 
The Boston Herald (2/5, Rothstein) reports, "UMass trustees yesterday approved modest fee hikes for the next school year, scaling back their annual exercise of passing on more and more costs to students. The price increases on the five University of Massachusetts campuses range from $26 to $178 a year, an average of 1.6 percent. School officials credited state support of public higher education for slowing the rate of fee hikes." The Herald adds, "Meeting in New Bedford, trustees raised student fees by $26 to $9,008 at UMass-Amherst; $172 to $8,024 at the Boston campus; $173 to $7,802 at UMass-Dartmouth, and $178 to $7,891 at UMass-Lowell. Tuition, a separate charge, will not increase this year." 
Michigan Colleges Consider Granholm's Amnesty Offer 
The Detroit News (2/5, Brooks and Wisely) reports, "Michigan's state colleges and universities are warily considering Gov. Jennifer Granholm's amnesty offer: If they'll agree to hold down tuition, she'll spare them from further budget cuts. Wayne State University's board of governors agreed to a tuition cap Wednesday, joining Michigan State, Western Michigan and Macomb Community College in a pledge to increase tuition by no more than the rate of inflation - approximately 2.4 percent. Last year, Michigan's 15 public universities raised tuition by an average of 10 percent. Granholm, who trumpeted the tuition pledge in her State of the State address last week, will unveil the full details of the plan when she releases her proposed budget for fiscal year 2004-05 on Feb. 12. The Legislature would then have to approve the deal." The News adds, "For universities, the promise to hold down tuition means the sacrifice of other things students prize just as highly -- things like small class sizes and a wide variety of course choices -- to compensate for lost revenue. For families struggling to send a child through college when each year's tuition is more expensive than the last, the proposal offers some small measure of relief. Schools that hike tuition above the inflation cap will leave themselves open to the state budget ax. Like most of 15 universities and 28 community colleges in the state, the University of Michigan is still considering the governor's offer. Even with the incentive of cash back from the state, the loss of income from tuition will be hard for many schools to bear." 

Virginia House Expected To Favor Prohibiting State Colleges From Enrolling Illegal Aliens 
The Washington Times (2/5, Bellantoni) reports, "The House today is expected to pass a bill that would prohibit Virginia's state-sponsored colleges and universities from enrolling illegal aliens. The bill, authored by John S. Reid, Henrico Republican, moved forward yesterday during its second reading by a voice vote along party lines. The bill is expected to pass because of the Republican majority. The bill will be sent to the Senate Education and Health Committee after Feb. 17, the day known as Crossover, when the House and Senate exchange bills. The bills that pass are sent to the governor." The Times continues, "Democrats opposed the bill, deeming it unfair. 'If this bill passes it will provide that public institutions of higher education may not knowingly accept or enroll any illegal alien and it directs each upon discovering the enrollment of an illegal alien to dismiss that person,' Mr. Reid said during the debate yesterday. The bill also would require public colleges and universities to expel any illegal aliens who are enrolled mistakenly. State Attorney General Jerry W. Kilgore, a Republican, supports the bill, but Gov. Mark Warner, a Democrat, opposes it." The Times adds, "Delegate Marian Van Landingham, Alexandria Democrat, also opposed the bill yesterday. 'A child who was brought here by their parents without having anything to do with it, went through our school system, does a really good job, gets good grades and good SAT scores should be able to get in a good college and university in Virginia,' she said. 'Now that child would not be able to go to our schools in Virginia.' Miss Van Landingham also said the bill would handicap the state's economy and society. At a House Education Committee meeting on Monday, Delegate Adam P. Ebbin, Arlington Democrat, had argued that the state is better served if it has educated immigrants working in good jobs. Virginia has an estimated 570,000 immigrants, including many who were brought here by their parents and consider themselves Americans, Mr. Ebbin said." 
Community Colleges Said To Be Best Suited To Train Workforce To Meet New Demands 
President Says Antonio Pérez, president of Borough of Manhattan Community College in New York City, writes in an op-ed for USA Today (2/5), "In his State of the Union address, President Bush noted the gap between the workforce skills needed to enhance local markets and many local workforces' current skills. He also recognized community colleges' enormous importance in closing that gap." Community colleges, "because of their flexibility and their ethos of developing partnerships with the business community, are the institutions best suited to help workers acquire new skills quickly." So "as we travel into the future, it is critical to 'watch the gap' -- be it economic, linguistic or cultural. With the help of community colleges, those gaps can be bridged." 

Here is the link to today's news articles on connectED:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
